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1. Strategic disinvestments will complete the process initiated by the LPG reforms. 
Critically comment. 
Resource: Govt. to sell off its entire stake in BPCL, 4 other PSUs (TH) 
 
Introduction 
The LPG reforms of 1991 paved the way for privatisation, and allowed the government to 

focus on the public services delivery function. This view, however, has been 
contested thoroughly.  

 
Body 
What is strategic disinvestment? 

- Mention the definition of strategic disinvestment.  
- Suggest ways in which this is done. 

How it happens and impacts the LPG process? 

- Mention ways in which it will complete the process of LPG, and add critical 
comments at the end.  
 Entry of private players.  
 Avoid crowding out.  
 Extra money with the public exchequer.  
 Over privatisation. 

- Mention some benefits of disinvestment.  
- Conclude with a way forward suggesting for a gradual disinvestment.  

Conclusion 
LPG reforms became a boon for the Indian economy. However, the world is under the fears 
of rising protectionism and it is better to hold ground rather than further exposing the 
economy. Disinvestment options must be thoroughly evaluated.  
 
 

2. NRC is not meant to push away the refugees, but for the welfare of the citizens. In the 
light of the statement, examine the need for NRC in India.  
Resource: Centre plans NRC exercise all over the country: Amit Shah (TH) 
 
Introduction 
India’s hostile neighbourhood has been the primary reason for the large influx of the 
refugees to the country. This influx led to several issues, and the revaluation of refugee 
policy came through the lens of NRC exercise in Assam. 
 
Body 
What has been India’s attitude towards refugees? 

- Mention the refugee cases like: 
 Partition 
 Bangladesh liberation war 

- Mention that India is a signatory to international conventions on refugees and 
remains home to the world’s largest refugee population.  
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Why is NRC required? 

- Mention the need for NRC in the wake of: 
 Change in native demography 
 Misuse of legal and political rights.  
 Ghettoization and related crimes.  

- Give exams like AASU from Assam. 

What are the ill effects? 

- Political vendetta.  
- Religious colouring of the issue.  
- Against minority rights.   

What is the impact of NRC on refugee policy? 

- Examine the already changed position by Rohingya issue.  
- Conclude with a way forward.  

 

Conclusion 
While India has been and remains the home to the world’s largest refugee population, it has 
become a victim of its own goodwill. NRC is the need of the hour, but the rights of the 
minorities need to be protected. 
 
 

3. Elucidate upon the role of Industrial Relations Code bill in making it easier to do 
business in India.  

Reference: Nod for Industrial Relations Code Bill (TH) 
 

Introduction 
India has been known for the huge number of laws it has, which have often been termed to be 
an impediment in doing business. The government has now decided to consolidate these into 4 
labour codes in order to make compliance easier.  

 
Body 
Trouble with many laws 

- Businesses find it hard to comply 
- There is lack of clarity 
- Increased red-tapism. 

Why reform 

- Crucial for Make in India 
- India needs to become the manufacturing hub of the world.  
- Demographic dividend can be reaped only when Indian labour laws are good.  
- To attract the FDI. 

Changes introduced 
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- Retrenchment policy. 
- Exit policy. 
- Two member tribunal to be set up for resolution. 

 
Conclusion 
There has been a long pending demand for the restructuring of labour laws in India. However, 

it has not been possible due to the immense red-tapism and lack of political will. It is 
high time that India goes ahead with the progressive laws.  

 
 

4. India cannot be the manufacturing destination of the world till its patents system falls in 
place. Comment. 
Resource: Cabinet approves the Patent Prosecution Highway programme (TH) 
 
Introduction 
Indian IPR sector has been marred by many difficulties, and lack of expertise remains the 

largest among them. There are many reforms underway to improve the situation.  
 
Body 
Current system and its problems 

- Mention the current IPR systems of India. 
- Highlight the dual problem the system faces: 

 Long irritable patent process. 
 Lack of adherence to IPR.  

Suggest issues and the solutions too 

- Highlight the drawbacks of the Indian patents system. These may include: 
 Long wait times 
 Lack of patent professionals.  
 Highly disputed process.  
 Lack of international accreditation for self-certification.  

- Suggest the reforms taken to improve the situation.  

Give long term policy idea to deal with global and local issues.  

- Mention issues that India faces.  
 Evergreening of patents is a major problem.  
 Huge pendency of applications, etc. 
 Create awareness to ensure IPR violations are reduced.  

- Conclude with a positive way forwards.  
 
Conclusion 
While India aspires to become the manufacturing hub of the world, it can not do so without 

having stringent IPR regimes. Make in India cannot become completely successful if 
the IPR adherence doesn’t improve in India.  
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5. Explain the various models followed in India for road construction and draw a 
comparison between the Build Operate Transfer (BOT) and the Hybrid Annuity Model 
(HAM) model.  
Resource: Cabinet approves amendments and modifications in the Toll-Operate-Transfer 
model and securitization of user fee receipts of NH (PIB) 
 
Introduction 
Indian road transport sector has been facing several difficulties. Since the process is time and 
funds exhaustive, often the contractors find themselves stuck with no support. To change this 
situation, some reforms have been suggested in the system.  
 
Body 

- Introduce various models like: 
 EPC 
 BOT 
 HAM 
 TOT 

- Suggest some flaws and features of all these models.  
- Use table to contrast and compare the BOT and HAM models.  
- Suggest the  

 Financial 
 Engineering 
 Maintenance  
 And, penal provisions.  

 
Conclusion 
The cabinet has recently approved the Toll, Operate, and Transfer (TOT) model in order to 
ensure regular maintenance of the road, while ensuring viability of the businesses. Further, 
such models can be used for expansion of the quality road network.  
 
 

6. Hong Kong protests have exemplified that economic development may not be 
accompanied with social development and civil rights, necessarily. Comment. 
Resource: U.S. Senate passes Hong Kong rights Bill (TH) 
 
Introduction 
India and China have taken a different path of progress in the last few decades. China has 
clearly been able to beat India in terms of the economic growth, but the civil rights story paints 
a different picture.  
 
Body 

- Mention the economic difference between India and China.  
 Global trade 
 Human development 
 GDP numbers 

- Mention the incidents like 
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 Tianmen square 
 Uighur Muslims 
 Hong Kong protests.  

- Contrast how India has taken strides in human rights, and mention 
 Inclusionary policies 
 Affirmative actions 
 Minority rights  
 Freedom of speech, etc 

- Conclude with a quote. 
 
Conclusion 
China must open up to the human rights of its people. The situation of Chinese development 
can be summed up in one line by Nelson Mandela, “To deny people their human rights is to 
challenge their very humanity.” 
 
 

7. Explain how real estate sector is the key indicator of growth in any nation. Suggest 
methods to revive the real estate sector in India.  
Resource: Cabinet approves initiatives to revive the Construction Sector. 
  
Introduction 
When a human grows economically, the first assets she dreams of is a home. This is one of the 
many reasons why real estate sector is known to reflect the economic growth of a country. 
However, in India real estate sector has been in shackles lately.  
 
Body 

- Explain the issues associated with real estate sector: 
 Poor quality of management of projects.  
 Diversion of funds to projects other than real estate.  
 Delayed delivery of projects.  
 Repeated litigations.  
 Difficult land regulations in the country.  

- Mention the reforms undertaken so far: 
 RERA 
 Monitoring of real estate projects 
 Streamlining the funding opportunities.  
 One time package for re-finance.  

- Suggest more reforms that can be taken to revive the sector.  
 Land management reforms.  
 Explain how these reforms will help in ease of doing business.  

- Conclude with a way forwards.  
 
Conclusion 
It may not always be true that a beaming real estate sector will be reflective of flourishing 
economy, but a poor economy is certainly reflected by the poor performance of real estate. 
Thus, the sector must be promptly revived.  


