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Q1. Indigenous production will have manifold impact on the defence as well as economy of 

the country. Comment.  

 Introduction The question aims to ask about the impact of manufactured products in India 

on the Indian economy, but with a special emphasis on the defence sector. 

 Body 

 Mention the need for indigenous production of defence items 

 To reduce dependence on foreign nations for our strategic needs 

 Defence procurements are often very costly 

 Procurements are often tied with a lot of conditions related to usage of the 

equipment 

 There are a lot of compatibility issues when products from different countries 

are imported 

 There are always chances of international sanctions  

 Mention the impact of indigenous production on Indian economy 

 It will pave way for huge savings for the Indian exchequer 

 Indigenous products can also be exported, bringing in huge revenue 

 Higher research and development will lead to improved quality of 

technological innovation in the country 

 Mention the challenges in achieving indigenous production in defence sector 

 Lack of research and development 

 Lack of funding 

 Researchers in India are attracted to foreign countries due to better 

remuneration, career prospects, etc. 

 Huge prevalence of corruption and red tapism. 

 Conclusion you can quote examples related to development of nuclear technology in India, 

or if you’re taking the other stand then you can quote the example of Tejas aircraft. Draw a 

conclusion where India’s future strategy is clearly visible. 

 

Q2. Critically comment on the voluntary population control program in India.  

 Introduction India has been on the voluntary Population control programmes since a very 

long time. India is one of the first countries to have started a population control programme.           

 Body 

 Mention India’s voluntary population control programme 

 Explain the achievements of the program 

 Highlight the national population policy, and mention key features of it 

 Mention one child policy of China and critically comment on it 

 Explain the impact of compulsory population control on women 

 Also mention the issues related to compulsory population control 
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 Elucidate upon the benefits of choosing voluntary population control over 

compulsory ones. 

 Highlight the benefits that can come from compulsory population control 

 Suggest the reforms required in India’s population control strategy 

 Explain the need, and the resource crunch that has emboldened the need for 

population control 

 Conclusion answer must be concluded with some basic factors related to population control. 

You should also explain that India has already been reaping a demographic divided, and it is 

necessary that we stop the growth of population at an uncontrolled level. Alternatively, you 

can take another approach and mention that our total fertility rate has already come down and 

thus only voluntary programs are required. Whatever direction you take, it must be 

substantiated with points.  

 

Q3. Highlight the issues caused by water pollution, and suggest solutions to tackle it.  

 Introduction mention what is water pollution and how is it threatening the world in general, 

and India specifically. Also give examples related to composite water management index of 

NITI Aayog. 

 Body 

 Introduce your answer with definitions of water pollution 

 Highlight its impact on 

 The social capital 

 Economic impact 

 Ecological impact 

 Societal issues 

 Conflicts 

 Explain the various threats possessed by water pollution. 

 Contamination of groundwater 

 Threat to aquatic in marine life 

 Lack of availability of drinking water 

 Loss of cognitive abilities in children 

 Desertification 

 Suggest some solutions to curing water pollution 

 Using modern technology to clean water 

 Avoiding oil spills, and using research and development for dealing with it 

 Protection of aquifers 

 Zero discharge of untreated industrial waste into rivers 

 Creating a water pollution footprint, just like carbon footprint 

 Heavy penalties for water contamination 

 Reducing the surface run-off of fertilisers and pesticides into water bodies.           
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 Conclusion water pollution has already been proven to be impacting more than just one 

aspect of human life. You can conclude your answer by bringing in more dimensions, but do 

not introduce anything new apart from what you have already mentioned in the question. 

Give a conclusive answer but ensure that it remains positive and forward-looking. 

 

Q4. Railways remains lifeline of the nation, but the lifeline is in dire need of reforms. 

Comment.  

 Introduction Introduce your answer with some data and facts regarding the Indian Railways. 

You can mention the amount of freight, cargo and passenger traffic that Indian Railways 

carry every day. You can also give an historical outlook to your answer by mentioning the 

role of Indian Railways in the national movement. 

 Body 

 Mention the data regarding Indian Railways 

 Highlight the importance of Indian Railways 

 Mention the challenges that Indian Railways faces in terms of 

 Operating ratio 

 Redundant infrastructure 

 Loss making enterprise for a very long time due to welfare nature 

 Comparatively higher charges for freight traffic 

 Shifting of freight traffic to Road network 

 Lack of innovation in technology, as well as monetisation 

 Modernisation has become a challenge 

 Consumer friendly nature is not observed yet 

 Significant delays in running the trains 

 Suggest some of the methods adopted to change the situation 

 Use of technology to ensure timely running of trains in for the weather 

 Real-time update on freight, as well as passenger trains 

  Use of advertisement For higher monetisation 

 Public private partnership for modernisation of railway stations 

 Including amenities like Wi-Fi, rest rooms on all the stations 

 Enhanced hygiene and cleanliness at all the railway stations 

 Modernisation of rail infrastructure using foreign assistance 

 Creation of dedicated freight corridor from north to south, and east to west 

 Other solutions suggested are 

 Streamlining of workforce 

 Privatisation of some of the route on Indian Railways 

 Introduction of trains like bullet train 

 Indigenous design and development of trains like Tejas, train 18 

 Satellite integration of trains to ensure punctuality 
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 Increased safety, reduction in train accidents 

 Conclusion This answer can have a very futuristic outlook, especially in the modern time 

where we are talking about privatisation of Indian Railways. You can take a stand, or you can 

give a comparative analysis of whether to privatise or not to. Additionally you can refer to 

the recent accidents in Indian Railways, and suggest that there is a need for improvement in 

rail infrastructure immediately. 

 

Q5. Indian medical system faces a unique challenge of poor diagnostics. Comment.  

 Introduction Introduce your answer with the poor quality of health standards in India. The 

answer will talk about poor quality of diagnostics, and the same should be visible from your 

introduction. 

 Body 

 Mention the poor status of diagnostics in India 

 Highlight the reasons for such a dismal state 

 Mention the lack of trained healthcare workers 

 Paucity of infrastructure 

 Extreme ignorance on the part of government health care facilities 

 Lack of training facilities for diagnostics workers 

 Poor quality of standards followed in the labs 

 In efficient collection, preservation mechanisms 

 Issues related to damage during transit to the samples 

 Inaccurate testing leading to an accurate results 

 Suggest some solutions to improve the situation 

 Overhauling the cadre of Allied healthcare workers 

 Ensuring proper training facilities 

 Creating a set of standards to be followed for diagnostics labs 

 Regular inspections to ensure quality of testing 

 Penal provisions for wilful default 

 Spreading awareness among patients for proper diagnostics 

 Doctors must not prescribe without diagnosing properly 

 Insuring a set of standards to be followed by all the healthcare workers in terms of 

proper diagnostics, and including it in the ethical code of conduct 

 Conclusion Indian medical system has been a victim of poor diagnostics. Most of the times 

medicines are prescribed without proper diagnostics of the issues. You can use any of the 

above mentioned argument and stretch it further to conclude your answer. 
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Q6. What is middle income trap and how can it threaten Indian economy?  

 Introduction Due to the current economic slowdown, it is being argued if India is about to 

enter the middle income trap. Your answer should introduce what is middle income trap, and 

pick up here onwards 

 Body 

 Give a definition of what is middle income trap 

 Give examples from other countries like Brazil 

 Suggest how it can become an issue for India 

 Mention the challenges associated with middle income trap 

 Elaborate upon the economic challenges 

 Mention the social challenges 

 Mention how demographic dividend will multifold the impact 

 Mention the reasons why India can enter into middle income trap 

 Suggest some ways to avoid entering it 

 Mention the role to be played by 

 Banking institutions 

 Central government 

 Enterprises 

 Medium and small enterprises 

 Government 

 Consumer behaviour 

 Investors 

 Conclusion Middle income trap is a situation which will only prove detrimental to the health 

of India’s economy. We aim to become an economic and political super power, but this 

dream cannot be realised if we enter the middle income trap. We need to ensure 

indigenisation, and focus on becoming the manufacturing hub of the world. Your answer can 

be concluded on that note. 
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