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Synopsis: 

1. What are the major reasons behind conflicts of Africa? Highlight the benefits posed 
by Kimberley process in reducing such conflicts.  

Resources: Inauguration of KPCS Plenary 2019 (PIB). 
 
Introduction 
Africa has been suffering from the Dutch disease, or the resource curse. Despite having a lot 
of natural resources, Africa has remained a dark continent and has suffered from stark poverty. 
There are many reasons, and the conflicts remain one of the largest.  
 
Body 
 
Reasons behind conflicts of Africa 
- Explain what is dutch disease.  
- Mention the role played by the resources and the economy leading to the rise of conflicts, 

Highlight the division of territory leading to division of tribes, and thus creating rivalry 
among the tribes, late freedom of the colonies is yet another factor. 

- Mention the role played by the blood diamonds in increasing these conflicts. 
 
Benefits posed by Kimberley process 
- Explain the Kimberley process and the features of it.  
- Mention India’s position, and how has the process impacted India.  

 India processes more than 90% of the world's diamonds. 
 Indian market thus has a huge impact on diamond regulations.  

- Suggest how the process will reduce the conflicts of Africa.  
 
Conclusion 
Diamonds are beautiful, but not when they’re bloody. There is a need for wide awareness for 
the Kimberley process certified diamonds across the globe, so that no terrorist organisation can 
get funded through the diamonds.  
 
2. Elucidate upon the Indo-Bhutan ties. Suggest a way forward for the two nations in 

the wake of rising China.  
 
Resources: No more waiver, Bhutan to levy charges on Indian tourists. 
Introduction 
India and Bhutan have formal relations since centuries, and the same is visible through the 
integral ties these neighbours share. However, these relations are not free from the highs and 
lows.  
 
Body 
Describe the India-Bhutan ties 
- Mention the geographical features responsible for India-Bhutan ties.  
- Highlight the economic reasons, hydropower, oil and gas supplies, and officer training 

programs.   
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Describe the mutually beneficial and crucial nature of these ties 
- Mention the role of india in Bhutan’s internal and external security, and vice versa.  
- Highlight the environmental, economic, and political issues.  
 
Talk about a way forward through some of the important issues: 
- Talk about the BBIN corridor, Infrastructure projects related issues, pricing agreement for 

hydroelectricity plants, etc. 
- Conclude with a way forward.  

Conclusion 
India Bhutan relations have evolved from strategic partnership to mutual friendship. The two 
countries need each other even more due to the rise of China. An integrated relation between 
India Bhutan will have economic, social, and political benefit for both the countries.  
 
3. Malnutrition travels from farms to schools. Comment.  
Resources: WCD Ministry to announce Bharatiya Poshan Krishi Kosh. 
 
Introduction 
A report mentioned that an Indian child is going to be 40% less productive than a European 
child in the productive years of their lives due to the lack of nutrition level at childhoods. While 
the report has been contested by scientists, it poses a serious question.  
 
Body 
Introduce though data 
- Mention WHO report data on malnutrition. 
- Highlight the prevalence of malnutrition among the school going children.  
 
How malnutrition begins from farms 
- Highlight how green revolution brought food self-sufficiency but created malnutrition.  
- MSPs have failed to re-introduce nutritional food grains in the diet. 
 
How it travels from the farm to school 
- Suggest the measures taken by government to reduce malnutrition (eg POSHAN, NNM, 

Mid-day meal, etc.) 
- Elucidate the role of school canteens in private schooling. 
- Mention the gaps, and suggest ways to fill those.  
 
Conclusion 
While we have miles to go in ending hunger, we can also begin emphasizing upon the bio 
fortification of food grains to tackle the challenge of malnutrition. This can pave the way for 
ending hunger as well as doubling the farmer’s income simultaneously.  
 
4. The dream of New India is not possible without achieving a Healthy India. Examine.  
Resources: NITI Aayog releases Report on Building a 21st Century Health System for 
India (PIB) 
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Introduction 
When Ayushman bharat was uncovered, the lower class looked up with shining eyes. NITI 
aayog’s new proposal for a new health system will bring the same shine to all the sections of 
the Indian society.  
 
Body 
What is New India: 
- Highlight some features of the Idea of new India.  

 Lay extra emphasis on the health related aspects. 
 
What is the new proposal, and how is it different from Ayushman Bharat 
- Highlight the new proposal for healthcare, and mention its features.  
- Compare it with the drawbacks and achievements of the ayushman bharat.  
- Mention the challenges that such a policy must be able to address.  
 
What will be its impact on India’s growth story 
- Highlight the role to be played by PPP in achieving the goal of healthy india.  
- Conclude with a way forward on the scheme.  
 
Conclusion 
The major challenge that this scheme will face will be of infrastructure and funding. India has 
been spending way too less on health and that needs to change. In fact, creating required 
infrastructure and providing adequate funding will already ensure that the healthcare needs are 
met.  
 
5. What is space internet? Discuss its impact on developing and developed countries? 
 
Resources: Explained: Understanding space Internet (IE). 
 
Introduction 
Satellite internet refers to the idea of providing internet services to the people on earth through 
the satellites located in the Low Earth Orbit (LEO). One such example is the Starlink project 
of SpaceX which aims to provide the service through the 12,000 satellite strong network it aims 
to create.  
 
Body 
What is space internet? 
- Mention the idea of providing internet through satellites.  
- Explain the Starlink constellation of SpaceX. 
 
Prescribe the impact in the developing and the developed countries. 
- Highlight the impact on developing countries: large market, lack of resources for optical 

fiber network etc., need to get access to the internet, etc.  
- Highlight the impact on the developed countries: matured and high paying market, 

technological advancement, could pave the way for smarter 5G or new 6G, etc.  
- Conclude with a way forward related to technological advancement.  
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Conclusion 
The best example of the use of such facility can be India, where infrastructure has been a 
challenge in developing the north eastern parts of the country. Space internet will ensure that 
these areas remains connected seamlessly. Thus, India too must take a proactive step towards 
it.  
 
6. GST was aimed at being a facilitator but it has become an impediment in doing 

business. Critically comment.  
 
Resources: What the new GST should look like (Mint) 
 
Introduction 
Goods and Services Tax, or GST was created with an aim to increase the ease of doing business 
in India. While it has indeed eased up the process of taxation, there are some unique challenges 
posed by it.  
 
Body 
What is GST 
- Mention the need for GST.  
 
What are the major impediments 
- Suggest features of GST, and with every feature mention the critique of it.  
- Highlight the issues like e-way bill, technical issues, frequent rate changes, various rate 

slabs, concerns of states, etc.  
 
Explain how the system is fruitful and suggest reforms 
- Mention some of the achievements of the new system. 
- Suggest some reforms in the current system in order to improve its efficiency.  
- Conclude with a way forward.  
 
Conclusion 
GST has brought India closer to the dream of one nation, one market. Shunning GST will be 
like throwing the baby away with the bath water. We must focus on improving the system and 
evolve it into an efficient and effective taxation system. 
 

 

 


