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1. India’s research and development faces challenges on various levels. Mention the 

challenges and suggest reforms in the same.  

Resource: India Design Council launches two Initiatives to promote Design Education and 

Standards (PIB) 

 

Introduction 

Introduce your answer either with data related to R&D, or the IPR related issues that India 

faces. You can also include the brain drain aspect.  

 

Body 

- Mention some data related to low research in India.  

- Highlight the reasons for it 

 Lack of infrastructure.  

 Availability of quality mentorship 

 Lack of fellowships 

 Less industry linkages.  

 Prevalence of fake journals.  

 Brain drain from India. 

- Suggest the ways to improve the situation 

 RISE 

 VAJRA 

 JRF and other fellowships 

 IoE 

 Greater autonomy, etc. 

- Mention the challenges that still remain 

 Lack of Indian standard parameters.  

 IPR law is outdates.  

 Industry linkages yet to be created, etc.  

 

Conclusion 

Conclude the answer with a possible way forward, highlighting the benefits that India’s 

research and development can usher in economic and human development.  

 

2. Forensics are a key aspect of investigation, but there are a lot of challenges in correct 

forensic analysis in India. Comment.  

Resource: Explained: What is Trakea, used by Haryana Police to make forensic reports 

tamper-proof? (IE) 

 

Introduction 

Briefly mention the issues related to the criminal justice system in India, specially emphasizing 

upon the forensics specific issues.  
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Body 

- Mention the need for correct forensics 

 Faster investigation 

 Reliable data for better justice 

 Substantiated facts 

- Mention the issues with the forensics 

 Lack of experts 

 Lack of infrastructure  

 Certified facilities are not available.  

 Issues related to international standards. 

 Police personnel often contaminate the crime scene.  

- Mention the solutions to the problem 

 Issues have rallied due to paucity of funds.  

 Lack of personnel is another issue which can be resolved.  

 Dedicated wings under the law enforcement agencies needs to be created.  

 Police personnel must be trained.  

- Mention the examples like the Nithari case, Nirbhaya case, Arushi case, etc where the lack 

of forensics added to the woes of the enforcement agencies.  

 

Conclusion 

Suggest a way forward on the lines of policy changes required to be initiated by the government 

and positively conclude the answer. 

 

3. Leakages have reduced the effectiveness of government schemes. Explain.  

Resource: CAG hints at massive diversion of LPG (TH) 

 

Introduction 

Introduce with the Rajiv Gandhi statement of only 15 paise reaching the poor and highlight the 

problem of subsidy leakages.  

 

Body 

- Mention the reliance of the government on subsidies 

- Mention the menace of the leakages 

 15 paise case 

 Delayed / Zero penetration of benefits to the needy 

 Leaves government efforts futile.  

- Highlight the reasons for the leakages 

 Lack of tracking till the end beneficiary 

 Red-tapism 

 Corruption at multiple levels.  

 Lack of accountability 

- Suggest solutions 
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 Digitalisation leading to end user delivery 

 Tracking till the money reaches the beneficiary 

 Regular declaration of assets by the public servants.  

 Introduction of modern tech like blockchain etc.  

- conclude 

 

Conclusion 

Add an element of citizen participation, social audit, NGO’s role, etc in ensuring that the 

benefits reach the needy. This will not only conclude the answer but leave a better taste.  

 

4. Water management is crucial, and remains a key feature of the sustainable development 

goals. Comment.  

Resource: Not many lessons learnt from water planning failures (TH) 

 

Introduction 

Introduce the answer with the CWMI released by the NITI Aayog and mention how India has 

been facing scarcity of water at various levels.  

 

Body 

- Mention the issues with water crisis 

 Social issues 

 Special impact on women and children 

 Differential impact on the poor and the rich 

 Rise in crime 

 Economic issues 

 Scientific issues 

 Environmental damage 

 Loss of biodiversity 

 Cognitive development is hampered 

 Political issues 

 Migration 

 Refuge 

 Conflicts 

- Mention the solutions to the problem 

 Water management 

 Traditional conservation techniques 

 Sustainable extraction of ground water.  

- Mention the challenges and opportunities 

 Lack of awareness. 

 Compulsory water harvesting in all new construction 

 Incentivise water conservation in the form of rebates on property tax, etc.  
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Conclusion 

Suggest the example of Berlin, where the city is being converted into a green city for better 

environmental preservation. It has ushered multidimensional benefits.  

 

5. Custodial killings put a dark spot on the democracy. Explain. 

Resource: SC sets up panel to investigate encounter killings in Telangana (Mint) 

 

Introduction 

Introduce with the recent custodial killings of the rape accused in Hyderabad. Mention the 

highly public nature of the case.  

 

Body 

- Mention the challenges with the custodial killings 

 Falsely accused can be killed to close the case 

 Everyone has a right to defend themselves in a court of law 

 We are not a banana republic, and public sentiment must not guide the police action 

 Can be misused by the government of the day 

- Mention the reforms 

 Ensuring that the accused and police visit the crime scenes with 

lawyers/representatives.  

 Police custody to be limited and judicial custodies must be increased. 

 Police must be trained to not go with the public sentiment.  

 Ensure that the case with highly public profile are investigated by special teams, 

preferably from some other region.  

- Mention the challenges 

 These cases represent people’s distrust on the criminal justice system.  

 New and better laws need to be made to expedite trials. 

 Judiciary to be refined, pendency be cleared.  

 People must be made aware of the rule of law.  

 

Conclusion 

Suggest that inferring from the points mentioned above, these killings can be a blot on the face 

of democracy. Conclude with a positive way forward.  
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