
 

©Jatin Verma All Rights Reserved.                                                                                                       www.jatinverma.org  

Questions: 

1. Despite having a comprehensive mid-day meal and Anganwadi program, Children in India 
face severe malnutrition. Identify the existing lacunae in these schemes and suggest reforms.  

Reference: The case for mid-day meals for all // Livemint 

2. Climate change is more threatening for developing countries compared to developed nations. 
Elaborate.  

Reference: In G20, only India on a 1.5-degree target // Times of India 

3. India needs a comprehensive water policy if it wants to provide clean drinking water to all. 
Mention the challenges and opportunities in framing such a policy.  

Reference: Committee to draft new water policy // TH 

4. Despite having many rules and regulations, the condition of Indian monuments remains poor. 
Elaborate reasons for the same. Also mention the impact of inclusion in World Monument 
Watch List on the conservation efforts.  

Reference: Suranga Bawadi on World Monument Watch list // TH 

5. What is net neutrality? Evaluate the impact of “free internet for all” on development. What are 
the challenges in providing free internet to all the citizens?  

Reference: Casting the Net wide // TH 

6. India and China can win big in Afghanistan, but only if they walk together. Comment.  

Reference: Capacity-building programme for Afghan diplomats begins // TH 

7. India has made huge leaps in reducing extreme poverty. It is time that we now move on to 
tackling multidimensional poverty. Critically comment.  

Reference: India is making dramatic strides in addressing extreme poverty // LiveMint 
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Questions with explanations: 

1. Question: Despite having a comprehensive mid-day meal and Anganwadi program, 
Children in India face severe malnutrition. Identify the existing lacunae in these 
schemes and suggest reforms.  

 
Introduction 
One third of the world's malnourished children live in India. Girl child has been the victim of the 
menace of this problem. Despite running the mid-day meal program for 25 years, there is a long 
way to eliminating malnutrition.  

 
Approach 
- Introduce with the recent data on Malnutrition.  
- Explain the role of these schemes in tackling malnutrition.  
- Highlight the lacunae. Mention leakages, low remunerations, less vigil, no standards, lack of 

awareness, no complaint forum, etc. as a reason.  
- Suggest measures to tackle each of the problems mentioned above.  
- Conclude with a way forward.  

Way forward 

We live in a world where obesity and hunger are running parallely. We must focus on ending 
childhood hunger. Technology has a large role to play in this, and that must be employed. In the 
words of Buzz Aldrin – “If we can conquer space, we can conquer childhood hunger.” 

2. Question: Climate change is more threatening for developing countries compared to 
developed nations. Elaborate.  

Introduction 
Indonesia has shifted its capital from Jakarta due to frequent sea water flooding. The problem 
has been happening since last few years, and sea level rise due to climate change is being cited 
as a prime reason for this. In the wake of this event, the developing countries are worried, since 
the developed countries are now backing out from climate negotiations.  

 
Approach 
- Introduce with the climate change negotiations and withdrawal of the US 
- Contrast the position of developing countries vis-à-vis developed countries.  
- Explain the concerns of the island nations.  
- Suggest solutions.  
- Describe ‘polluter pays’ and ‘differential responsibility’.  
- Conclude with caution for climate change. 

Way forward 
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The developed countries must act like big brother and take a lead in climate change negotiations. 
They must heed to the principles of ‘polluter pays’ and ‘differential responsibilities’. Developing 
countries too must adapt to the renewable energy and develop sustainably towards a greener future. 

3. Question: India needs a comprehensive water policy if it wants to provide clean 
drinking water to all. Mention the challenges and opportunities in framing such a 
policy. 

 
Introduction 
NITI Aayog’s report has mentioned that Bengaluru is among one of the 11 cities expected to reach 
Day Zero, or the day when ground water empties, before 2020. It has alerted all the sections of the 
society, creating fears of the city becoming unlivable.  
 
Approach 
- Introduce with the recent cases of cities reaching zero water level.  
- Highlight how Delhi was held hostage during Jat agitation by blocking the water supply.  
- Explain the challenges in creating a national water policy.  
- Talk about national water grid. Integrated watershed management plan, etc. 
- Mention the issues that need to be dealt with.  
- Involve the water sharing issues (domestic and international).  
- Conclude with a positive way forward.  

Way forward 

While some experts have disagreed that the cities will not be reaching the Day Zero so early, the 
problem must not be ignored. We must act before it is too late and conserve our water resources 
as soon as possible.  

4. Question: Despite having many rules and regulations, the condition of Indian monuments 
remains poor. Elaborate reasons for the same. Also mention the impact of inclusion in 
World Monument Watch List on the conservation efforts.  

Introduction 

It is a common sight to find litter, and intentional damage to the monuments in India. Even the 
penal provisions have not been able to make a major change to the situation. Damage to the 
monuments also happens due to climate change. However, the situation has been improving lately.  

Approach 

- Introduce with the poor state of Indian monuments.  
- Explain the reasons for the same. Mention cultural, social, political, institutional, legal, 

scientific and environmental challenges.  
- Mention the conditions that come along with such international tags. 
- Explain how the tag has potential to boost tourism.  
- The increased flow of funds can lead to better preservation efforts.  
- Conclude with a way forward.  
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Way forward 

While the inclusion will bring some obvious benefits to the monuments, real change must come 
from the tourists and the local population. Social responsibility combined with higher education 
level will fetch far reaching results.  

Question:  What is net neutrality? Evaluate the impact of “free internet for all” on 
development. What are the challenges in providing free internet to all the citizens? 
 
Introduction 
Network neutrality, or simply net neutrality is the principle that Internet service providers (ISPs) 
must treat all Internet communications equally, and not discriminate or charge differently based 
on user, content, website, platform, application, type of equipment, source address, destination 
address, or method of communication.  
 
Approach 
 
- Explain net neutrality. Briefly discuss the net neutrality debate in India.  
- Explain the idea of free internet for all.  
- Mention the benefits of free internet.  
- Mention the challenges it brings. Explore economic, political, social, and psychological 

domain for the same.  
- Conclude with the way forward.  

Way forward 

When ISRO was constituted, there were arguments that India wanted to enter the space when its 
plate was empty. Today, the ISRO has done wonders for the development story of India. Similarly, 
Free internet might be a challenge, but it is a bigger opportunity in itself.   

 

5. Question: India and China can win big in Afghanistan, but only if they walk together. 
Comment.  

Introduction 

The USA’s withdrawal from Afghanistan has opened a new platform for India and China. They 
are now ready to fight for dominance in the newly unveiled territory. China is trying to become 
the infrastructure giant in Afghanistan, whereas India is dominant for the goodwill it enjoys.  

Approach 

- Mention the ongoing power tussle between India and china. Mention the BRI, String of 
pearls, India’s counter via SAGAR, QUAD etc.  

- Explain how Afghanistan is a new ground for this rivalry after USA’s withdrawal.  
- Highlight the benefits these countries can offer each other. Talk about capacity building 

through military, economic, and social exchanges.  
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- Mention the harms of deadly competition.  
- Conclude in the wake of the Wuhan spirit. 

Way forward 

India and China will be marginal winners if they compete with each other in Afghanistan. 
However, a complementary and mutual relationship between these two giants will benefit not 
only India and China, but also usher development in Afghanistan.  

6. India has made huge leaps in reducing extreme poverty. It is time that we now move on to 
tackling multidimensional poverty. Critically comment.  

 
Introduction 
Almost 22% of the population of India remains under the poverty line (RBI, 2012). However, 
when we look from the perspective of Multidimensional poverty, the number rises to 
approximately 27% (2015-16). This has raised debates on whether we should completely shift to 
MPI from BPL. 
 
Approach 
- Introduce with the recent data on poverty.  
- Explain the idea of multidimensional poverty. Talk about the MPI (Multidimensional Poverty 

Index).  
- Explain why we should not abandon poverty targeting for multidimensional poverty targeting.  
- Highlight that targeting both is the need of the hour, and mention the different condition of 

different states.  
- Connect the idea with the aspirational districts program.  
- Conclude with a way forward on the situation.  

Way forward 

While the MPI data is exciting and allows us to comprehensively eliminate poverty, the BPL data 
will ensure that help reaches those who need it the most. Also, not every state is lacking on every 
parameter. We need to focus on the state specific requirements and chalk out a future strategy 
accordingly.  


