
 

©Jatin Verma All Rights Reserved.                                                                                                         www.jatinverma.org  

Questions with explanations: 

1. Question: Kartarpur corridor goes far beyond religious sentiments. Explain in the light 
of deteriorating India – Pakistan relations.  

Reference topic: Kartarpur corridor and India Pakistan relations.  

Approach: 

- Introduce the Kartarpur corridor. Briefly mention the political tussle around it.  
- Briefly mention the recent conflicts between India and Pakistan in the last 2-3 years.  
- Explain the role of people to people interactions in foreign policy.  
- Talk about examples like Samjhauta express, cricket matches, art and cultural exchanges, 

etc.  
- Highlight how public opinion and domestic outlook influence the foreign policy.  
- Conclude with a way forward, highlighting other such opportunities.  

Explanation: 

Introduction 

In order to allow the Indian Sikh pilgrims to visit the holy Kartarpur shrine, India and Pakistan 
have recently inked an agreement, and subsequently inaugurated Kartarpur corridor.  

● It is a trans-boundary corridor between Pakistan and India, connecting the Sikh shrines of 
Dera Baba Nanak Sahib and Gurdwara Darbar Sahib.  

● The corridor is being considered a major achievement owing to the recent conflicts between 
the two nations. However, it was possible only after a lot of political tussle.  

● Pakistan even tried to make Kartarpur a tool for resurgence of Khalistani terrorism, which 
was successfully countered by the Indian side.  

India and Pakistan have been in constant conflict since last few years. Repeated terror attacks 
led to a deteriorating security situation in the region. Indian government retaliated to these 
terror attacks in the form of surgical military action. The military actions led to escalations to 
such a point that war became a possibility. However, the talks for the Kartarpur corridor 
continued. 

People to people interactions have a huge influence on shaping of foreign policy of a nation. 

● People to people relations are covered under the track 4 of the diplomatic channels. Often the 
public opinion defines what will be the course of the foreign relations between the two 
countries.  

● If the public sentiment is against a particular country, it becomes very difficult to have a 
friendly relationship with the nation. For e.g.: India-Pakistan, India-Nepal, Israel-Arab, etc.  

● Cordial relations among the people can lead to significant improvement ties between countries. 
For e.g.: India-Afghanistan, USA-Canada, etc.  

● Public sentiment thus acts as a key driver of the foreign policy.  



 

©Jatin Verma All Rights Reserved.                                                                                                         www.jatinverma.org  

Various such experiments in the past have given fruitful results. The biggest examples can 
be the Samjhauta express, the Cricket matches, and the cross-border movement of artists 
from both the countries. All these interactions allow for the people of one nation to know 
the other nation better, and thereby challenging the prejudices established. Kartarpur is a 
similar initiative which is expected to have a drastic impact on the relations. Such initiatives 
allow for the track 4 diplomacy to continue even when track 1 (Government to government) 
and track 2 (Professional conflict resolution) have been called off.  

Way forward 

Both the countries need to stop using the Kartarpur and similar initiatives for agenda, and 
let the people interact. The cancellation of Samjhauta express after the J&K reorganization 
bill must be reversed immediately. These will play a major role in building peace in the 
otherwise conflicted part of the world.  

 

2. RCEP would have brought development to the Northeastern India, but its impact on 
tribal culture would have been immense. Elaborate.   

Reference topic: India has decided not to join the RCEP for the moment.  

Approach: 

- Introduce with India’s decision to not join the RCEP.  
- Mention the impact of RCEP on the development of otherwise neglected northeastern 

hills.  
- Explain the tribal community and its secluded nature.  
- Talk about the globalization of tribal culture. Cite examples from Jharkhand and 

Chhattisgarh where exploitation of tribal happened.  
- Suggest safeguards for the preservation of sensitive tribal culture.  
- Conclude with a closure remark, and preferably a quotation.  

Explanation: 

Introduction 

India has recently decided to not join the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership 
(RCEP) agreement. It is a free trade agreement (FTA) involving the ten member ASEAN 
nations, and Japan, South Korea, China, India, Australia, and New Zealand. It would have 
represented 40 percent of the global trade, and 45 percent of the global population with 
India as a part. 

The north-eastern region of India would have acted as a gateway to the RCEP market. Due 
to the large flow of goods, this region would have got the necessary infrastructure (like 
electricity, communication, roads, hospitals etc.) for its development. However, such a 
large trade would also have had some detrimental effects on the culture of the area.  
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● Entire northeast is composed of tribes. These states are home to some of the most exotic 
tribes of the world. Hence it is very important to preserve the tribal culture.  

● With such a large flow of trade, the tribal culture would be open to the global identity. 
● The negative influence of opening up to the world has been visible in the tribal areas 

of Jharkhand and Chhattisgarh.  
● Global identity could have suppressed the tribal identity.  

Since India is open to negotiations on the RCEP, the issue prevails. In order to ensure that 
the tribal identity is not suppressed, we must ensure: 

● Tribal councils are formed and are actively meeting.  
● No-go zones must be declared in the areas with the PVTG (Particularly Vulnerable 

Tribal Groups) populations.  
● NCST must maintain a vigil to ensure that there is no harassment of the tribal 

population of the region.  
● The unique social practices of the tribal culture must be documented and preserved.  
● TRIFED’s initiative of publicizing tribal culture is laudable, since it uses the cultural 

formulations for a gainful livelihood, as well as preservation of culture.  
● Governors of these states must ensure that no state allows for law that second the 

benefits of tribes to the interests of the businesses.  

Way forward 

Tribal culture is unique and fragile. It needs to be managed with due care else it can be lost 
easily. The impact of globalization on tribal culture has been studied globally, and the 
findings of these studies must be used in the Indian context.  

3. How is data mirroring different from data localization? What can be the possible 
outcomes of data localization on Indian companies?  

Reference topic: Data localization / mirroring.  

Approach: 

- Introduce by mentioning the RBI’s rule of mandated data mirroring of financial data of 
Indians.  

- Explain data mirroring, and data localization.  
- Compare the two concepts. 
- Explain the effect of such rulings, especially on the IT sector, and financial sector in 

India.  
- Conclude with the way forward on the issue.  

Explanation:  

Introduction 

Recently the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has mandated that all payment system providers 
and their intermediaries, third party vendors, service providers etc. must store all their data 
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in India only (except in case of a foreign leg of a transaction which can be stored in a 
foreign country, if required) within 6 months and thereafter submit a compliance report to 
RBI. This data should include the full end-to-end transaction details and information 
collected/carried/processed as part of the message/payment instruction.  

This has created a turmoil in the entire industry. Other sectors too are worried that such a 
localization policy might be adopted for the entire array of internet companies. While some 
domestic firms, like the payments processors have welcomed the decision, others have 
expressed fears.  

● Data localization refers to the acquisition, processing, and storage of data of the 
residents within the physical boundaries of the country.  

● On the other hand, data mirroring requires only a copy of the said data to be created 
within the physical boundaries, while the processing and acquisition can happen 
through servers stationed abroad as well.  

● During the kargil war, USA had denied India access to its navigational satellites, 
commonly referred to as the global positioning system (GPS).  

● This made room for the possibility that tomorrow in case of any conflict, any 
country might prevent us from accessing the network infrastructure, which will 
prevent access to the data of Indians.  

● This may potentially breakdown entire service delivery network of the country.  
● Data mirroring will ensure that the data remains available and the country is not 

denied access to it.  
● Similarly, the data sharing agreements like Mutual Legal Assistance Treaty 

(MLAT) take around 10 months for allowing access to the information, which is a 
very long wait time.  

● At times, the access to information is denied on grounds inadmissible as per the 
Indian laws.  

● Data localization aims to deal with this challenge, and also ensure that no foreign 
authority can snoop on the Indian citizens.  

India has a huge services sector that is export oriented. By bringing such a localization 
laws, India might attract reciprocal legislations from other countries, which will make the 
cost of business for Indian IT companies very high. Similarly, foreign companies having 
significant business are unable to do introduce new products in India due to uncertainty 
over the data localization laws. For e.g. Apple pay, etc.  

India’s concerns regarding the data privacy have further been strengthened by the recent 
case of snooping on the Indian journalists through a WhatsApp exploit called as Pegasus. 
It is argued that if the data is stored in India, it will become further difficult for the foreign 
companies to snoop on the Indian citizens. Previously there have been cases like leaked 
information of banks in 2016, the Facebook Cambridge Analytica scandal etc.  
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Way forward 

In order to deal with the data management, India must opt for a data protection law. 
However, it must not rush in order to do so. One of the solutions could be to opt for data 
mirroring and gradually shifting to complete localization. However, it is necessary that data 
mirroring is implemented in the long run.  

4. India’s inclination towards USA has had a dampening effect on India-Russia 
relations. S-400 deal can reboot the India-Russia relations. Critically comment.  

Reference topic: India-Russia S-400 deal and the threat of sanctions under the CAATSA.  

Approach: 

- Introduce by mentioning the India-Russia friendship treaty, and the decline in 
relationships after the disintegration of the USSR.  

- Mention that India is going ahead with the S-400 deal despite threat of sanctions under 
the CAATSA.  

- Critically analyze the notion that only S-400 deal is sufficient to revive the India-Russia 
relations.  

- Argue for the cultural ties and their deterioration. 
- Talk about the very low bilateral between the two countries.  
- Mention the recent Sochi summit, need to look beyond defense ties.  
- Conclude with points from recent EAS.  

Explanation: 

Introduction 

The Indo–Soviet Treaty of Peace, Friendship and Cooperation was a treaty signed between 
India and the Soviet Union in august 1971 that specified mutual strategic cooperation. It 
laid the foundation of the friendship between India and Russia. The relations between the 
two countries became very cordial in social, economic, and strategic aspects. However, 
lately the ties between India and Russia are being understood merely in the context of the 
defense deals.  

India has been diversifying its defense import basket since last few years, and that has led 
to an axial tilt towards USA. Russia is also looking to diversifying its defense export basket 
which has pulled it closer to Pakistan and China. It is evident that the ties between the two 
nations are not anymore in the same flavor.  

Recently when India and Russia signed the S-400 deal despite the threat of sanctions under 
the CAATSA, it raised the hopes that India & Russia are getting back on track. However, 
the ties must not be shadowed only by the defense relations.  

Other aspects are: 

● Economic: 
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 The bilateral trade among India and Russia is $11 billion, which is 
even less than India and a significantly small nation Japan bilateral 
trade.  

 Both countries aim to rise the bilateral trade to $30 billion by 2025. 
 India has extended a line of credit for the development of the ‘far 

east Russia’, which has changed the entire dimension of trade 
between India and Russia.  

 Russia can prove effective for meeting India’s energy security. 
● Social and Cultural: 

 Russian actors have found place in Indian movies. Similarly, Raj 
Kapoor had a huge following in Russia.  

 Cultural exchanges between the two countries are at an all-time low.  
 This is despite the fact that there is a huge number of Indian students 

in Russia.  
● Strategic ties: 

 India and Russia have been strategic partners for long, and have 
extended unconditional support to each other.  

 Their partnership in areas like the INSTC (International North South 
Transit Corridor) will open the short route to the European and 
central Asian markets.  

 India and Russia have signed an agreement to form after sales 
support groups for Russian or Soviet-origin arms. This process will 
boost indigenization and will lead to a reduction in cost. 

Way forward 

The two nations enjoy the confidence among the people as well as leadership. The personal 
chemistry between the Indian PM and the Russian president has been a beneficial factor. India-
Russia relations are not painted with a single color, but are like a rainbow and must be looked at 
through multiple dimensions.   

5. Khadi has recently been granted harmonized system (HS) code. How is it going to impact the 
rural India? 
 
Reference topic: Khadi gets HS code.  

Approach: 

- Introduce with a definition of the harmonized system (HS) code, khadi, and Gandhi.  
- Talk about the idea of Gramodaya, and explain the role envisaged for Khadi by Gandhi in it.  
- Mention how the tag will boost exports.  
- Analyze whether the benefits will percolate to the weavers, or will they be consumed by the 

marketing companies? 
- Highlight the role of SHGs and Co-operative bodies.  
- Conclude with a Gandhian quote. 



 

©Jatin Verma All Rights Reserved.                                                                                                         www.jatinverma.org  

Introduction 

The Harmonized System (HS) code is a 6-digit code, also known as “universal economic 
language” for goods, developed by the World Customs Organisation (WCO). It is used as 
an international product nomenclature for cataloguing the product in one of the 5000 plus 
categories. Of the six digits, the first two denote the HS Chapter, the next two give the HS 
heading, and the last two give the HS subheading. The system helps in harmonizing of 
customs and trade procedures, thus reducing costs in international trade. 

The Ministry of Commerce and Industry allocated a separate Harmonized System (HS) 
code for Khadi. In 2006, the government had given the MSME-controlled Khadi and 
Village Industries Commission (KVIC) the Export Promotion Council Status (EPCS). Yet, 
the absence of a separate HS code hindered Khadi from achieving its full potential, as its 
exports were difficult to categorize and calculate. The latest move is expected to help 
resolve this issue.  

Khadi was used by Mahatma Gandhi to represent the self-sufficiency of the villages. He 
saw, in Khadi, an economic enterprise for the empowerment of the rural India. Lately, we 
have been talking about the concept of ‘Gramoday se Bharat Uday’ for doubling the 
farmer’s income. Conducted by the NSSO, Situation Assessment Survey of Agricultural 
Households in its 70th round mentioned that 52% of Indian farmhouses are indebted. Two 
other major problems facing Indian agriculture are: Marginal Landholdings, and 
Unavailability of irrigation infrastructure. This has made any quick revival of farm 
incomes, solely based on agricultural development, a distant dream.  

If we link Khadi with the Gramodaya mission, we may be able to change the prevailing 
situation significantly. Khadi can act as a micro enterprise for all the villages. This can be 
achieved through the Ministry of MSME. The experience of TRIFED in organizing tribal 
produce and selling them globally can be used as an example and replicated on gram 
panchayat level.  

Way forward 

Another question that looms is whether the tag will benefit the weavers or the multinational 
corporations? The answer lies in the cooperative and self-help groups. Self-help groups 
have played a vital role in empowering those who were out of the formal financial systems. 
Now, they can also be used for creating local khadi producing units. Once they have gained 
due expertise, two or more such SHGs can be transformed into a co-operative society on 
the mode of AMUL. This will ensure that the benefits of such enterprise percolate to the 
basic units.  

Formation of co-operatives will ensure Gramodaya, and will fall in line with the Article 
43B, 46, and 51-A of the constitution. The HS code presents an opportunity for Khadi that 
can be tapped for the development of rural India, and especially rural women.  
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5. Is India on track to meet its maternal mortality rate (MMR) targets as per the Millennium 

Development Goals (MDGs) and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)? What are 
the challenges in reducing the MMR in tribal India? 

 
Reference topic: India’s MMR has reduced.  

Approach: 

- Introduce with the recent report on declining MMR in India.  
- Mention the targets under the SDG, and MDG.  
- Mention few schemes that are being run for pregnant women.  
- Talk about the tribal areas and unique challenges.  
- Conclude with a way forward.  

Explanation: 

Introduction 

The recent Sample Registration System (SRS) 2015-2017 bulletin for MMR has reported that 
India’s Maternal Mortality Ratio (MMR) has seen a decline from 130 per 1 lakh live births in 
2014-2016 to 122 per 1 lakh live births in 2015-2017. While India has already achieved its MDG 
target of MMR of 140 by 2015, it still has miles to go on the SDG-3.1 which calls for an MMR of 
less than 70 by 2030.  

There are various steps taken to reduce the current levels of MMR. Following are some of the 
initiatives: 

● Janani Suraksha Yojana (JSY), A conditional cash transfer scheme for pregnant women 
coming into the institutional fold for delivery. 

● To complement JSY, Janani Shishu Suraksha Karyakram (JSSK) was launched to 
eliminate out of pocket expenditure for pregnant women and sick new-born and infants on 
drugs, diet, diagnostics, user charges, referral transport, etc. The scheme entitles all pregnant 
women delivering in public health institutions to absolutely free and no expense delivery 
including Caesarean section 

● For placing emergency obstetric care services at the health facilities, once the women have 
come into the institutional fold, more than 17000 'Delivery Points' fulfilling certain 
benchmarks of performance have been identified across the country. 

● Eight percent of maternal deaths in India are attributed to unsafe abortions. Besides this, 
women who survive unsafe abortion are likely to suffer long-term reproductive morbidity. 
Comprehensive abortion care is an important element in the reproductive health component 
of the Reproductive Maternal Newborn Child Health+ Adolescent (RMNCH+A) strategy. 

● Capacity Building of Medical Officers in safe MTP Techniques and of ANMs, ASHAs and 
other field functionaries to provide confidential counseling for MTP and promote post-abortion 
care including adoption of contraception. Certification of private and NGO sector facilities 
through District level committees to provide quality MTP services.  
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● Supply of Nischay Pregnancy detection kits to sub centers for early detection of pregnancy. 
● Mother and Child Protection (MCP) Card: A joint Mother and Child Protection (MCP) 

Card of Ministry of Health & Family Welfare and Ministry of Women and Child Development 
(MoWCD) is being used by all States as a tool for monitoring and improving the quality of 
MCH and Nutrition interventions. 

● Web Enabled Mother and Child Tracking System (MCTS) is being implemented to register 
and track every pregnant woman, neonate, infant and child by name for quality ANC, INC, 
PNC, FP, Immunization services. 

● Adolescent Reproductive and Sexual Health program (ARSH) focuses on reorganizing the 
existing public health system in order to meet service needs of adolescents. 

● The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has launched Scheme for Promotion of Menstrual 
Hygiene among adolescent girls in the age group of 10-19 years in rural areas. 

● The National Health Mission, which provides for universal access to equitable, affordable 
and quality health care services, is conceived as the primary tool to reach health targets: 
maternal mortality ratio (MMR) of less than 70 deaths per 100,000 live births, neonatal 
mortality rate (NMR) of 12 deaths per 1,000 live births and under-five mortality rate (U5MR) 
of 25 deaths per 1,000 live births. 

● Pradhan Mantri Surakshit Matritva Abhiyan: Provides free health check-ups to pregnant 
women at government health centers and hospitals by private doctors. 

● “LaQshya” (Labor room Quality Improvement Initiative): The Union Health Ministry 
recently announced the launch of LaQshya, a program aimed at improving the quality of care 
in the labor room and maternity operation theatre. 

● POSHAN Abhiyan and SUMAN (Surakshit Matritva Aashwasan Initiative) aim to ensure 
that all pregnant women receive quality maternal care with dignity and that no mother or 
newborn dies due to a preventable cause.  

● ‘I pledge for 9’ initiative calls for the private sector to provide free ante-natal services (ANC) 
on the 9th of every month on a voluntary basis to pregnant women. 

The tribal areas have their own unique challenges. Some of these challenges are: 

● Lack of connectivity and health infrastructure.  
● No formal language/ lack of awareness content in local dialects.  
● Orthodox beliefs and clash of tribal customs with medical practices.  
● Unsafe traditional delivery practices. For example, it was observed that the delivery was 

conducted by the mother herself in a half squatting position holding a rope tied down from the 
roof of the hut. This helped her in applying pressure to deliver the child. In complicated labor, 
obviously it might lead to maternal as well as child mortality. 

● Unavailability of nutritious food for the mother and child.  
● Lack of medical services in case of emergency.  
● Unwillingness of the medical professionals to work at the remote locations.  
● Rising problem of Left-Wing Extremism (LWE) has further swayed away the health 

professionals.  
● Hostile attitude of tribal populations and disbelief in formal medical systems.  
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Way Forward 

The major challenge in resolving the MMR situation in the tribal areas is related to the isolation 
of the tribes. The isolation model has not fared well for the country and thus it is high time to move 
ahead with the integration model. The government schemes have percolated to the villages, and 
now they need to reach the tribes as well. We need to do away with the neglect of the tribes, 
because in the words of Yuval Noah Harari – “It takes a tribe to raise a human.” 


