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1. Judicial appointments have been delayed due to structure and will. Critically comment.  

Resource: SC flags delay in appointment of judges (TH) 

 

Introduction 

Indian judiciary has a lot of pendency, and one of the major reasons for that is lack of judges 

in the country. India has one of the lowest judges to population ratio in the world. The higher 

judiciary too, is facing the same challenge.  

 

Body 

- Mention the issues with judicial appointments 

 Lack of political will 

 Issue of transparency in appointments 

 Lack of infrastructure.  

 Tardiness of the collegium.  

- Mention some of the reforms.  

 NJAC must be established.  

 AIJS must be created, with proper career avenues and growth.  

 Judiciary must be made more attractive.  

 Judges must be made accountable for delayed appointments.  

- Mention the challenges 

 Executive interference may hamper judicial independence. 

 Transparency of courts may open them to public opinion 

 

Conclusion 

While it is important that we focus on the judicial important, we must not lose focus on the 

other issues as well. One of the primary factors must be the issue of mismanagement of the 

courts in the country.  

 

2. Elaborate the benefits and challenges of making the mid-day meal diverse.  

Resource: Students skip school lunch without onions (TH) 

 

Introduction 

Midday meals is the flagship scheme of the government to attract and retain young children 

to schools. It aims to provide solutions to two problems; reduced attendance and nutritional 

level.  

 

Body 

- Mention how to make the MDM diverse 

 Involving greater variety of food items 

 Including the concept of community kitchens 

 Social auditing of the MDM 

 Inclusion of local cuisines 
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 Presence of biofortified food 

- Mention the need for diversity in the MDM 

 Tastier food will attract more children 

 Local cuisines will help in cultural integration 

 Community kitchens can help in building fraternity 

 Having social audit will ensure quality food 

 Biofortification will tackle undernourishment.  

- Mention the challenges in introducing diversity 

 Lack of proper mechanisms 

 Local cuisines can be a challenge, etc. 

Conclusion 

Midday meals have been marred with quality issues, and thus been failing to address the two 

primary aims they were started for. It is time to renovate the schemes and restructure them.  

 

3. NPA crisis has shattered Indian banks. Mention the need to identify and address the 

challenge of NPAs.  

Resource: SBI under-reported ₹12,000 cr. NPA, finds regulator’s inspection (TH) 

 

Introduction 

Non-Performing Asset is a loan issued by the bank which has not received its due instalment 

for more than 90 days. Recently, the indian system has been facing the err of rising NPAs. 

The problem is starker in the PSUs than in the private banks.  

 

Body 

- How do the NPAs impact 

 Twin balance sheet problem 

 Loss of money for exchequer/investors.  

 Puts the banking system on the edge.  

- Why sudden rise in the NPAs 

 RBI changed the reporting norms 

 Led to better reporting of NPAs 

 Led to a spike in the cases of defaults.  

- Why to identify 

 To give a real picture of the situation 

 To initiate corrective actions before it is too late 

 Rising NPAs can lead to a 2008 like economic crash 

- How to address 

 Higher provisioning for the banks 

 Reforms in the bank boards 

 Better accounting standards for regular reporting 

 Active role of the RBI 

 Using PCA framework wherever necessary.  
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Conclusion 

NPAs have led to global economic meltdowns before, and can do the same again. We must 

be prepared to tackle them before they can bring in another recession, only this time in India.  

 

4. Identify the key factors behind citizen-centric governance. 

Resource: Delhi governance survey: Testing the twin pillars of health and education (IE) 

 

Introduction 

The government structures in India are infamous for being highly bureaucratic, or system-

centric, rather than being citizen-centric. This has led to an ineffective service delivery to the 

citizens.  

 

Body 

- Mention the need for citizen-centric governance 

 We are welfare state 

 Effective public service delivery 

 Trust and effect of government increases.  

- Challenges in introducing 

 Archaic colonial laws and institutions.  

 Bureaucratic reluctance 

 Red tapism 

 Lack of political will, etc 

- Way forward 

 Digitalisation 

 Reformulation of policies,  

 Restructuring of institutions 

 

Conclusion 

The union budget 2019-20 has mentioned the creation of “bureaucracy with a public face” as 

one of the targets of the government. It is not only important but also urgent that we achieve 

it through a change of attitude, policies, and structures.  

 

5. Encounters, like the one in Telangana, call attention to a criminal justice system in need 

of urgent reform. Critically comment. 

Resource: Encounters, like the one in Telangana, call attention to a criminal justice system in 

need of urgent reform. 
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Introduction 

Telangana police has recently conducted and encounter, killing all four rape accused. While 

the police claims that it was an encounter, there are various sections that claim it to be a 

custodial killing.  

 

Body 

- Mention the issues associated with it 

 Failure of the criminal justice system 

 Failure of democracy 

 Practice for image cleansing by the police 

 Feature of banana republic. 

- Mention the challenges in tackling with it 

 Public opinion driven action 

 Silent political sanction for immediate action 

 Creation of a fragile public system 

- How to tackle it 

 Ensuring speedy trial in all cases.  

 Special police team for leading cases with public sentiments.  

 Judicial inquiry in all matters of encounter.  

 Sensitisation of the police.  

 

Conclusion 

While the criminals deserve to pay for the crimes they commit, the civil society must aim for 

their reformation, rather than butchering them. Any case of violation of human rights must 

not be allowed, be it by the criminals, or the police.  
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