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1. Solar power is important, but it has almost become unviable to sustain solar projects in 

India. Comment. 

 Introduction Solar power is one of the most important constituents of India’s energy 

policy to adopt 100 GW of renewables. It has been growing steadily but in the last 

two years, the growth has been sharply falling.  

 Body 

 Mention the data related to capacity addition in the solar sector for the last two 

years.  

 Provide the details regarding how much growth was there some time ago 

 Talk about the issues related to the solar sector: 

 Low tariffs for the power sector 

 High costs of the local equipment 

 High duties on the import of equipment.  

 Issues related to the GST regime 

 Mention some of the solutions 

 Incentivising the industry by the government 

 Provisions for the viability gap funding for setting up new plants.  

 Allowing for  FDI in the sector 

 Ensuring minimum tariff price for some initial years of operation. 

 Providing reimbursement on the GST 

 Reducing the tariffs on the import of equipment.  

 Highlight the issues in achieving these goals 

 Lack of government support 

 Market control of the electricity tariff has brought down the prices 

 Import duties are being levied to ensure the growth of domestic 

industry 

 Conclusion While the solar sector has grown at a fast pace in the last year, its growth 

has been slowing down. It is time that we now put our best foot forward to ensure that 

solar energy is tapped to the full of its potential.  

 

2. Capital punishments has seen equal support and resistance. Highlight the utility of 

capital punishment, and examine if it must be continued in India.  

 Introduction The recent pronouncement of capital punishment to those guilty of the 

rape in Nirbhaya case has brought the debate on utility of capital punishments in 

crime deterrence.  

 Body 

 Why is capital punishment being opposed 

 The issues associated with it 

 Reform vs Punitive measures 

 Doesn’t solve the purpose. 

 Those without capital get the capital punishment  
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 Implementation issues 

 Against the Gandhian ideology 

 Why should it be continued 

 Life can be protected only when there is strong deterrence against 

taking it.  

 Capital punishments set an atmosphere of fear among criminals.  

 Only applied in the rarest of the rare cases 

 Adequate remedy available to avoid miscarriage of justice 

 Only a few cases of death sentence in last two decades.  

 What is a way forward 

 Open discussions need to be conducted involving various sections 

 Reports of the law commission on death penalty to be taken into 

account.  

 Ensure the protection of the rights of the convicts, free legal aid to be 

provided.  

 Right to appeal must stay in case of capital punishments.  

 Conclusion While reformation is supposed to be the ultimate aim, some cases require 

exemplary punishments. The rarest of the rare doctrine of the Supreme Court is an 

advocate of the same principle. Thus, with due reforms, it is not yet the time to let go 

of the capital punishment in India.  

 

3. Reducing IMR remains a persistent challenge in India. Mention the reasons and suggest 

the solutions for it.  

 Introduction IMR has been gradually declining in the country. But it still remains a 

daunting task to completely put it under check. The recent deaths in Gujarat and Kota 

are one of the biggest examples of it.  

 Body 

 Why is the IMR such a threat to India? 

 High birth rate 

 Subsequently high number of deaths due to high IMR.  

 In the wake of the country’s demographic dividend.  

 What are some reasons for the high IMR in India? 

 Air pollution 

 Poor nutrition 

 Lack of medical care  

 Lack of vaccination 

 Poor maternal health  

 What steps have already been taken to improve the situation 

 Antyodaya 

 Janani suraksha 

 Institutionalisation of deliveries 

 Mission Indradhanush 
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 Promoting appropriate child feeding habits 

 Nutritional Rehabilitation Centres (NRCs) 

 Special New-born Care Units 

 What remains to be done 

 Elimination of myths associated with immunisation 

 Ensuring availability of the medical infrastructure 

 Curing lack of fortified food in the country 

 Ensuring protection of maternal health 

 Conclusion We have created the PHCs, but it is time to upgrade these PHCs to health 

and wellness centre status. They must not only be able to cater to the needs of the 

infants, but also provide for the integrated solutions required to reduce the IMR in the 

country.  

 

4. While secularism may work for the west, India needs pluralism. Comment.  

 Introduction Secularism as a concept finds its origins in the west. India has 

borrowed the concept to suit the needs of its diverse society, especially in the wake of 

the partition.  

 Body 

 Define secularism 

 Mention the basic tenets of secularism 

 Highlight why India chose secular model 

 India bears the scars of partition 

 Minority culture and diversity needs protection 

 Adoption of a positive secular concept rather than the negative one.  

 Unity in diversity, and yet preservation of the vividity.  

 Mention what is the concept of pluralism 

 Definition 

 How is it different from the concept of secularism? 

 Mention the utility in the Indian society 

 Suggest the need for pluralism in India 

 Rising intolerance 

 Communal issues are on the rise 

 Majoritarianism, rightism have become a regular phenomenon. 

 Mob lynching, etc. are common issues.  

 Examine if pluralism already exists in India 

 Talk about the kaumi ekta 

 Mention the Ganga-Jamuni tehzeeb 

 Examples of architecture showing a blend between Hindu and Muslim 

elements. 

 Conclusion While we have been debating consistently about the utility of the 

secularism in India, it is apparent that the concept of secularism remains far from the 

demands and the position of the Indian society. Thus, we must now shift towards 

making the society truly plural in nature.  
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5. Nobody seems happy with the crop insurance scheme in India. Highlight the issues and 

suggest solutions to improve it.  

 Introduction Some of the insurance companies have decided to not bid for the 

coming season of the crop insurance due to unviability of the scheme. On one hand 

the enrolment of farmers has been declining, and on the other the companies are 

backing out.  

 Body 

 Crop insurance was introduced: 

 By merging the pre-existing schemes 

 By streamlining the policies 

 For protection of farmers from the growing instances of climate 

change 

 Protection against the attack from pests and weeds 

 Crop insurance has been an issue because 

 Farmers: 

 They believe that the costs of premium are high 

 Claim settlement ratios are high 

 Cumbersome claims process 

 Government: 

 Unable to pay their share of premiums on time 

 Extreme political interference in the process 

 Faces the brunt when the claims are not settled in due time.  

 Insurers:  

 Government officers survey the damage, and often there is an 

overestimation.  

 Huge number of claims are filed.  

 Issues related to economic viability of the projects.  

 How to resolve the problems? 

 Restructuring the scheme 

 Elimination of political interference 

 Timely payment of the government’s share of premium prices.  

 Transparent claims process 

 Involving 3rd party damage assessment.  

 Conclusion The crop insurance scheme appears to be failing on multiple grounds. It 

is a good scheme which can ensure protection of livelihood to the farmers, and also 

eliminate burden from the public exchequer. Thus, it needs to be ensured that the 

scheme gets rectified and comes in practice in full swing.  
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