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1. US-Iran crisis can lead to significant consequences on India. Comment. 

 Introduction USA and Iran have got into a scuffle after the former has shot down the 

latter’s general using a drone. This has brought a lot of tension to the region, with 

fears of war spreading. Your introduction must give a brief overview of the situation.  

 Body 

 Provide an overview of the crisis.  

 Mention the issues that can emerge out of it: 

 Nuclearization of the region.  

 Threat of war among the countries.  

 Economic and strategic issues.  

 Mention the issues specific to India.  

 Strategic issues 

 Difficult choice between USA and Iran.  

 Chabahar port 

 In case of war, it will neither be easy nor be desirable for India 

to remain neutral  

 Economic issues 

 Rise of fuel prices leading to poor fiscal condition 

 Rise in inflation 

 Impact on the exports.  

 Social issues 

 Shia population of India will be upset 

 Kashmir valley has already seen protests after the killing of the 

general  

 Challenge or opportunity 

 Highlight the opportunity India has here, since it can be the negotiating 

point between USA and Iran. 

 Conclusion The crisis in west Asia is expected to bring a lot of uncertainty in the 

coming time. While the situation presents a challenge, it presents an equally 

overwhelming opportunity.  India must thus use its diplomatic card wisely.  

 

2. What are the PCA norms? Mention the importance of these in protecting the health of 

the banks.  

 Introduction PCA norms came into existence after the NPA crisis loomed. These are 

used by the RBI to impose some restrictions on the banks to prevent their health from 

deteriorating further. Introduce your answer by giving some factual data.  

 Body 

 What are the issues that led to the PCA norms? 

 Rise in NPA 

 Need of quick and short term measures 
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 The PCA framework deems banks as risky if they slip below certain norms on 

three parameters 

 Capital ratios,  

 Asset quality, and  

 Profitability 

 The three risk level thresholds.  

 It finds its usage in 

 helps RBI monitor key performance indicators of banks, and  

 Taking corrective measures, to restore the financial health of a bank. 

 It does so by: 

 Threshold 1: 

 Restriction on dividend distribution/remittance of profits. 

 Promoters/owners/parent in the case of foreign banks to bring 

in capital 

 Threshold 2: 

 In addition to mandatory actions of Threshold 1, 

 Restriction on branch expansion; domestic and/or overseas 

 Higher provisions as part of the coverage regime 

 Threshold 3: 

 In addition to mandatory actions of Threshold 1, 

 Restriction on branch expansion; domestic and/or overseas 

 Restriction on management compensation and directors’ fees, 

as applicable 

 The PCA would thereby bring in a restriction upon the bank’s operations till 

its financial health improves.  

 Conclusion Mention that the issues related to the PCA are important, but the 

restrictions lead to economic slowdown. This was the prime reason for the scuffle 

between the RBI and the government. Also, while PCA is a short term method for 

damage control, we must ensure that the health of the banks is improved in the long 

run.  

 

3. Climate change has the potential to impact all the life forms. Comment.  

 Introduction Climate change has been a central debate in the last few years. 

However, our talks are mostly focused on the impact of climate change on humans.  

 Body 

 Elaborate upon the climate change recently 

 Mention its impacts on other life forms too 

 Land animals 

 Forest fires 

 Extreme temperatures 

 Frequent floods 
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 Droughts 

 Aquatic animals 

 Changing pH of water bodies due to glacier melting 

 Changing temperatures of the water bodies 

 Floods leading to introduction of invasive species.  

 Avian 

 Rise in temperature effecting the migratory routes 

 Changing reproductive cycle due to variance in temperatures. 

 Loss of breeding ground due to submergence 

 Recent cases where climate change has had severe impact on the animals 

 Australian wildfire 

 Loss of Olive ridley nests due to frequent cyclones in Odisha 

 Foreign species invasion at Kerala after floods 

 Conclusion We have been trying to curb the climate change because of its impact on 

humans. It is now to be understood that the biggest victims of climate change are 

perhaps other life forms and thus we must expedite our efforts.   

 

4. Minority institutions must be granted the freedom, but the same must be accompanied 

with regulations. Comment.  

 Introduction The recent verdict of the Supreme Court on regulation of the minority 

institutions has brought to fore a debate on “non-interference vs regulations”.  

 Body 

 Talk about why was the protection granted to the minority institutions: 

 To promise protection in the aftermath of partition.  

 Protection of the unique minority culture in India.  

 Bringing the spirit of pluralism in the country 

 Protecting the minority from the imposition of majority culture 

 What are the provisions for that 

 Article 30 of the constitution 

 Article 30(1.A) of the constitution 

 What did the recent judgement of the court say regarding regulation of the 

minority institutions? 

 What are the reasons for justifying the interference? 

 Quality of teaching in the unregulated institutes 

 Complaints related to prevalence of pseudo-science and siphoning off 

of funds 

 Poor quality infrastructure and teachers in the institutes.  

 Mention the challenges in introducing the regulations 

 It may interfere in the right of the minority to administer the institution 

 It can lead to excess of government intervention in education.  

 Possibility of majoritarian shadow over the minorities.  

https://www.jatinverma.org/


P a g e  | 4 

 

©Jatin Verma All Rights Reserved.                                                                                          https://www.jatinverma.org 

 Conclusion While it is important that the minority institutions retain the freedom and 

protection they exercise, the rights of the children to get quality education must not be 

jeopardised. Thus, the regulation must be done; however it must not infringe upon 

their rights to protect the culture. 

 

5. Examine the utility of blockchain and AI in transforming governance. Highlight the 

constraints in achieving them.  

 Introduction Blockchain and AI have been the technologies most talked about in the 

last two years. These technologies have found use in most of the systems that we use 

today. Governance is no exception to them.  

 Body 

 What is blockchain and its uses? 

 Define 

 Mention some of the places where it is widely being used.  

 What are the ways in which it can be integrated with governance? 

 Collection of fines and taxes 

 Maintenance of records 

 Issuance of certificates automatically 

 Better verification of the records 

 Complete automation in terms of issuance of records.  

 Judicious usage of the public finances.  

 What is Artificial intelligence? 

 Define 

 Mention its current usage 

 The ways in which it can be integrated with governance? 

 Assessment of claims 

 Automatic routing of files 

 Analysis of data to provide trends 

 Weather forecasting and simultaneously highlighting areas that may 

need disaster relief 

 Better planning of public infrastructure.  

 Challenges in such integration 

 Lack of infrastructure 

 Lack of funding  

 Resistance to adapt 

 Technical literacy low among the current government workforce 

 Suggestions for better integration 

 One of the biggest use these technologies can find is in the census 

 It is important to bring in the private players for helping with the 

integration.  
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 Introducing regular training workshops to ensure technical readiness of 

the workforce.  

 Conclusion Governance becomes more effective with less human interference, and 

thus these technologies help in making it better. However, the human touch is the 

essence of governance and it must be retained.  
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