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1. What are smog towers and how do they work? Mention some more innovative solutions 

to fight smog. 

 Resource: Delhi gets its first smog tower: What is it and how does it work? (IE) 

 Introduction Introduce your answer by describing what is Smog and then gradually 

shifting to explain its prevalence in the national capital of India. 

 Body 

 Mention the prevalence of smog in India 

 Highlight the issues it has been causing 

 Describe the Smog towers 

 Explain how they work. 

 Explain their utility 

 Highlight the Supreme Court directive from December 2019 to introduce the 

smog towers in the country.  

 Vertical forests 

 Free public transportation to all 

 Planting mosses throughout the cities 

 Miyawaki method of afforestation 

 Switch to electric mobility completely 

 Anti-smog guns 

 Highlight some more methods to improve the situation 

 Spreading awareness 

 Reducing congestion on roads by scientific planning of roads and 

routes.  

 Heavy penalty on open construction, and burning of fossils 

 Mandating carbon capture equipment for the polluting industries.  

 Conclusion Smog has become a repeated problem in the country, and it has been a 

leading reason for the health burden. Your answer can factor in the climate change, or 

SDGs in order to become more effective.  

 

2. Explain the impact of the double burden of malnutrition on demographic dividend in 

India. Examine some solutions to it. 

 Resource: The double burden of malnutrition: need for urgent policy action (TH) 

 Introduction Introduce the answer by presenting some data related to malnutrition in 

India. It should mention the prevalence of the undernutrition and obesity both. That 

will be useful in building a pretext to your answer.  

 Body 

 Highlight the prevalence of the malnutrition in India 

 Provide data on undernutrition 

 Provide data on obesity 

 Mention the impact specifically on women and children 

 Give reasons for undernutrition 
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 Lack of food security 

 Wheat intensive diet 

 Patriarchal nature of the society leading to the burden on women 

 Lack of fortified food.  

 Give reasons for obesity 

 Prevalence of junk foods 

 Lack of labelling and packing standards 

 Less awareness related to balanced diet 

 Lack of physical activity in majority of the population 

 Mention the impact of the malnutrition on the Indian population 

 Increasing health burden 

 Reduction in cognitive abilities  

 Hunger poverty trap 

 Obesity leading to lower productivity 

 Highlight some solutions to rectify the issue 

 Better identification of the obese and undernourished by giving key 

roles to  

 Anganwadi 

 Schools / Colleges 

 Offices 

 Ensuring that the labelling regulations are introduced as soon as 

possible.  

 Greater push for the fit india mission 

 Provisions for fortified food in the Midday meal, antyodaya, etc. 

 Promotion of Jowar, Bajra, etc instead of wheat.  

 Conclusion Demographic dividend in India has not been fully utilised, and a major 

reason for that remains the poor state of nutrition. Conclude the answer by 

mentioning the need to provide balanced nutrition for everyone in the country.  

 

3. Government scheme implementation needs proper auditing. Highlight the role to be 

played by CAG. Examine the need for better provisions related to third party auditing 

and social audit. 

 Resource: 171 hospitals de-listed from PM’s health scheme after fraud (TH) 

 Introduction Government finances are often misappropriated. One of the many 

reasons is the lack of proper audit. In the light of the statements, use some of the 

scams unearthed by the CAG to introduce your answer.   

 Body 

 Highlight the role played by CAG 

 He audits the accounts related to all expenditure from the Consolidated 

Fund of India, Consolidated Fund of each state and UT’s having a 

legislative assembly. 
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 He audits all expenditure from the Contingency Fund of India and the 

Public Account of India as well as the Contingency Fund and Public 

Account of each state. 

 He audits all trading, manufacturing, profit and loss accounts, balance 

sheets and other subsidiary accounts kept by any department of the 

Central Government and the state governments. 

 He audits the receipts and expenditure of all bodies and authorities 

substantially financed from the Central or State revenues; government 

companies; other corporations and bodies, when so required by related 

laws. 

 He audits the accounts of any other authority when requested by the 

President or Governor e.g. Local bodies. 

 He advises the President with regard to prescription of the form in 

which the accounts of the Centre and States shall be kept. 

 He submits his audit reports relating to the accounts of the Centre to 

the President, who shall, in turn, place them before both the houses of 

Parliament. 

 He submits his audit reports relating to the accounts of a State to the 

Governor, who shall, in turn, place them before the state legislature. 

 CAG also acts as a guide, friend and philosopher of the Public 

Accounts Committee of the Parliament. 

 Mention the issues with the CAG 

 CAG only performs a post-mortem of the expensed that have been 

incurred.  

 It needs to conduct performance audits.  

 Appointment of the CAG is as per the whims of the executive since no 

procedure is mentioned in the constitution, or elsewhere. 

 No time bound audits, and no publicizing of the audit procedure and 

reports.  

 The work of audit of accounts of the Union and of the States is 

actually done by the officers and staff of the IA&AD. However, no 

statutory recognition has been given to the work of IA&AD in India as 

against National Audit Office of the UK. 

 Some of the audits of CAG in recent times have attracted criticism due 

to exaggerated loss estimates or outlandish figures. 

 Mention the role envisaged for the social audits and third party auditing 

 Putting open the government books to scrutiny by civil society groups 

 Mention the role played by social auditing in bringing various other 

schemes in line 

 Examine the limitations related to the social audit and third party audit 

of the public finance.  
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 Conclusion Social audit is the pioneering feature of decentralisation and grassroot 

empowerment. Thus, you can conclude your answer in a multidimensional way by 

bringing in any of these.  

 

4. The WTO system needs complete overhaul. Comment.  

 Resource: Why has the U.S. crippled the functioning of the WTO? (TH) 

 Introduction WTO has recently come under flay after the US has vetoed the 

appointments to the appellate body of the WTO. This has left the appellate body dead 

for all practical purposes. You should factor in these facts in your introduction.  

 Body 

 Mention the current functions of the WTO: 

 administering multilateral trade rules,  

 serving as a forum for trade negotiations, and  

 providing a mechanism to settle trade disputes 

 Mention the issues associated with the WTO 

 Dispute settlement mechanism has come under fire 

 Technical functioning has become redundant 

 Nobody is happy with WTO, neither the developing countries, nor the 

developed ones.  

 Deadlocks at the appellate stage have hampered the efficiency. 

 The multilateral system for the settlement of trade dispute has been 

under intense scrutiny and constant criticism. 

 While WTO needs reforms, it is not conducive to completely eliminate the 

body and replace it with entirely new structure.  

 Mention the solutions: 

 Just the way UNO has brought acceptance towards a variety of 

political models, WTO too must become accommodative towards all 

economic models.  

 There must be full scale negotiations launched to resolve the subsidies 

issue as soon as possible.  

 Completely overhauling the dispute settlement mechanism is required.  

 Re-weaving the rules of the WTO is required completely.  

 Conclusion This situation puts some countries on a spot, whereas it brings forwards a 

plethora of opportunities. WTO now needs to be reformed keeping view the issues 

raised over the last few decades.  

 

5. The dark spots on the streets have become a hub for crimes against women. Highlight 

the steps taken and a way forward to improve the situation. 

 Resource: Government of India’s UJALA & Street Lighting National Programme 

Complete Five Successful years of Illuminating India (PIB) 
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 Introduction The question aims to talk about the presence of the dark spots on the 

streets and their eventual impact on the crimes related to women. Thus, you should 

try to talk about women related crimes in the introduction part.  

 Body 

 Mention the data related to crimes on women. 

 Provide the issues that are created due to dark spots 

 Eve-teasing 

 Molestation 

 Rapes 

 Mention the steps that have been taken to improve the situation 

 Installation of CCTV camera 

 Illuminating the streets in cities 

 Creation of women helpline  

 Regular patrolling of the city streets 

 Mention the steps that need to be taken 

 Illumination of all the streets and roads 

 Identification and elimination of dark spots in the public spaces 

 Night vigilance through drones 

 Using AI to understand the areas that are most susceptible to crime 

against women 

 Creation of an all-round strategy to ensure creation of women centric 

infrastructure. 

 Conclusion While illuminating the streets has worked well, there is a need to identify 

dark spots in all the public spaces and ensure that there are no dark spots. This will 

not only reduce crimes against women but help in making cities more liveable and 

smart.  
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