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1. Critically comment on the need for the Indian Laws to be gender neutral. 

✔ Introduction Your answer needs to begin with examples of some of the laws that are 

not gender neutral. For e.g. the adultery law that has recently been watered down by 

the court has been criminalising the actions of the male, whereas the actions of the 

female is considered as obvious victim. 

✔ Body 

● Mention the reasons for the gender specific laws 

 Patriarchal nature of Indian society 

 Considering females as the obvious victims in any given situation 

 Women have been the oppressed section for long 

● Mention the need for making the law gender neutral 

 Many a times they lead to half justice 

 Issues related to sexual assault with males, especially children 

 Women empowerment has been bringing women at the forefront 

● Mention some of the examples where laws have become gender neutral 

 Rape against children 

 Adultery 

● Mention the challenges in making the laws gender neutral 

 Women have not yet become at par with men 

 While women are not the obvious victims, they are the majority 

victims 

 Indian society remains highly patriarchal to date 

● Suggest a way forward 

 Examine the laws and bring neutrality wherever possible 

 Change the outlook that women can not commit crimes.  

 Ensure that the laws specific to the needs of the women are not diluted. 

For e.g. Dowry law, etc.  

✔ Conclusion We are a progressive society, but we have not yet reached the point 

where complete neutrality can be brought to the laws. You can include examples like 

Britain where even women can be charged for rape.  

 

2. Discuss the need and the feasibility of All India Judicial Services. How is it different 

from the NJAC? 

✔ Introduction Introduce the answer with a quick definition of the All India Judicial 

services. You can also highlight how the higher courts have mentioned the need for it 

to address the vacancies of the lower courts.  

✔ Body 

● Briefly highlight the issues that the lower judiciary faces 

 Vacancies,  

 Lack of transparency in appointments 

 Issues related to transfers 

 Fraternity issues amid the judges. 
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 Huge pendency 

● Mention the issues that the AIJS aims to resolve 

 Fill the vacancies by creating a regular mechanism 

 Bring transparency to appointments and transfers 

 Move from nepotism to merit based system 

 Create a cadre of judges with all India service liability 

● Mention the issues associated with AIJS 

 Executive and legislative interference possible in judicial recruitments 

 Against the spirit of federalism 

 Promotions to the higher judiciary will become another issue. 

● Mention some more changes that will be required despite creation of the AIJS 

 New talent can only be attracted if the promotional avenues to the 

higher judiciary are taken care of.  

 The functions of appointment to the AIJS can either be given to the 

UPSC, or to a completely new body.  

● Use a table to differentiate between the AIJS and the NJAC. 

✔ Conclusion The AIJS is supposed to help, if not overhaul the Indian judiciary. You 

should give an optimistic conclusion to the answer mentioning that the AIJS is a very 

positive step and more reforms need to be done.  

 

3. What was Savitribai Phule’s impact on women’s education in India? Discuss. 

✔ Introduction Savitribai phule has recently been in the news because her birthday 

falls on the 3rd of January. You can introduce the answer by mentioning that she was 

one of the first feminists of India.  

✔ Body 

● Provide a brief background 

 One of the first feminist of the modern India 

 Herself a victim of Patriarchy 

 Worked for upliftment of women and children 

● Her work for the education  of women in the country 

 Found India’s first school for girls called Bhide Wada 

 started the Satyashodhak Samaj 

 Wrote books, poems and essays highlighting the importance of 

education for women.  

 Honoured by the British government for her persistent efforts to 

reform women.  

 She also wrote a poem entitled 'Go, Get Education' which encouraged 

people to free themselves from oppression by educating themselves. 

● Challenges she faced 

 She was married at the age of 9 

 She completed her education by her husband’s support 
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 Since it was radical to advocate for women's education, people used to 

throw dung and garbage on her 

 She was threatened by life at many occasions. 

✔ Conclusion Women’s emancipation has never been easy and perhaps would never be. 

But if we are to title a woman as “Iron-lady of India” then certainly it is going to be 

Savitribai Phule. We can only hope for more firebrands like her who simply refuse to 

bow down to the evils of society and keep fighting for universal human rights. 

 

4. Critically comment on granting special rights to the UT of Jammu and Kashmir. 

✔ Introduction Introduce your answer with the recent amendments to the Article 35A, 

and Article 370 of the Indian constitution. You should mention one reason at least for 

why were special provisions created for the state of Jammu and Kashmir.  

✔ Body 

● Mention the reasons for the granting of the special rights to the state 

 Conditions during the time of accession.  

 Protection of the unique culture 

 Persistence of military tension 

● Mention the reasons for the abrogation of Art 35A, and 370 

 Increased militancy and fostering of separatists 

 Seclusion of the state from the rest of the country.  

 Stark lack of development in the state 

● Mention the reasons why special provisions should be made for the UT 

 Still plagued by militancy 

 Huge lacunae in the development of the state.  

 It is a hill state and thus warrants for special provisions.  

● Why shouldn’t there be any special provisions 

 It creates asymmetric federalism 

 J&K has already been on a special status for 7 decades.  

✔ Conclusion The UT has been secluded from the rest of India and a section of it 

doesn’t consider it to be a part of India. It is thus very important that the UT is 

integrated economically, socially, and politically with the rest of the country; even if 

that involves a temporary grant of special status.  

 

5. What is NHRC? Critically comment upon its functions and powers.  

✔ Introduction Begin the answer with a brief introduction of the NHRC. You can also 

use some news from the current affairs; like the Disha rape case and subsequent extra 

judicial killings to highlight the importance of the NHRC in the country.  

✔ Body 

● Mention the structure of the NHRC 

● Why was it created? 
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 Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) was adopted by the 

United Nations General Assembly in Paris on 10 December 1948 

 Mention the UNGA Regulations 48/134 of 20 December, 1993 

 Protection of Human Rights Act (PHRA), 1993 

● Provide for the functions it performs 

 Suo-moto cognizance of the cases 

 Can interfere in any judicial proceedings involving any allegation of 

violation of human rights 

 Can visit any jail or institution 

 Conducts research in the field of human rights 

 Has the powers of a civil court 

 Can order for compensation to the aggrieved party 

● What are the issues that loom around the powers of the NHRC  

 Recommendations are not enforceable 

 Doesn’t have its own staff for investigations 

 One year limit for taking up a case 

 Restrictions on investigating the complaints against the armed forces 

● What are the solutions? 

 Complete overhaul of the NHRC. 

 Removing the restriction of time, towards armed forces etc.  

 Creating a separate cadre of staff for NHRC 

 Making recommendations enforceable in nature.  

✔ Conclusion It is important that the NHRC no longer remains a toothless tiger. It is 

important also in the wake of growing liberal values. Your answer must take a stand 

in favour of revamping the NHRC.  
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