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1. What are Ramsar sites, and how are they important?  

a. Introduction Recently 10 more sites have been included under the Ramsar 

convention. Use the news to introduce the answer.  

b. Body  

i. What are Ramsar sites, and why are they declared?  

ii. Why are wetlands important.  

1. Ecological importance.  

2. Economic importance. 

3. Role in maintaining the diversity.  

4. Hydrological and carbon cycle.  

iii. What are the issues that threaten them 

1. Infrastructure development on wetlands 

2. Grazing 

3. Agriculture 

4. Mining  

5. Dumping and Draining, etc.  

iv. What are the steps taken under the Ramsar convention.  

1. communication, capacity building, education, participation and 

awareness (CEPA) activities 

2. Including the different stakeholders from the beginning 

3. undertake environmental education activities, and  

4. raise awareness of the importance of the wetland 

v. What is a way forward  

1. Micro and macro management of all ramsar sites.  

2. Elimination of the threats to such wetlands. 

3. Creating local standards for preservation of non ramsar sites.  

 

(Picture courtesy: the Times of India) 
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c. Conclusion Ramsar sites are important wetlands that have high spillover effect on 

other ecological sites.  

 

2. Waste recollection is a major issue. Examine the challenges and suggest solutions to 

improve it. 

a. Introduction Introduce the answer with the recent news regarding the mandate for 

the e-commerce companies to recollect the plastic waste created due to their logistics 

network.  

b. Body 

i. What are the waste recollection rules.  

1. Increase minimum thickness of plastic carry bags 

2. Expand the jurisdiction of applicability 

3. To bring in the responsibilities of producers and generators 

4. Introduce collection of plastic waste management fee 

5. promote use of plastic waste for road construction 

6. Creation of a collect back system.  

7. Phasing out of manufacture and use of non- recyclable multilayered 

plastic 

8. Responsibility of the  

a. Local bodies 

b. Retailers 

c. Producers.  

ii. What are the impacts of the plastic waste.  

1. Hampers the food chain 

2. Land and groundwater pollution 

3. Air pollution due to burning and disposal 

4. Long tenure for complete elimination 

iii. What is the polluter pays principle and the need for waste recollection.  

1. Polluter pays principle.  

2. Reduction in the waste of plastic.  

3. Enabling the reuse of the plastics.  

iv. What is a way forward: 

1. Private entities working with the government for promoting 

segregation at source through propagation; 

2. taking the onus of implementation and devising their EPR plans and 

setting up a team to monitor; 

3. supporting the implementation of segregation and account-keeping of 

plastic waste; 
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c. Conclusion You can conclude with a way forward on recollection and recycling of 

plastic waste, and elimination of the single use plastics.  

 

3. Highlight the challenges in reintroduction of extinct species. Suggest solutions to ensure 

smooth rehabilitation.  

a. Introduction Cheetah are being reintroduced in India after being brought from 

Africa. 

b. Body 

i. What is reintroduction program?  

ii. What are the challenges in such reintroductions?  

1. Huge costs of reintroduction.  

2. Bilateral agreements often are difficult.  

3. Transportation from source to destination.  

4. High vulnerability to natural disasters.  

5. Immunity to local diseases may be absent.  

6. Difficulty in captive breeding of some species.  

7. Single instance of mismanagement can overkill all the efforts.  

iii. What are the suggested solutions?  

1. Better technological integration.  

2. Regular financing.  

3. Higher monitoring and audit of the standards.  

4. Bringing the best practices globally.  

5. Regular medical checkup of the members introduced.  

c. Conclusion Reintroduction, on the one hand provides an opportunity to maintain the 

natural balance, and on the other it goes against the principle of survival of the fittest. 

Conclude on that note.  

 

4. BHUVAN is a unique initiative that can have applications beyond just transportation. 

Highlight its utility with special emphasis on the e-Governance.  

a. Introduction Give a brief introduction of the BHUVAN, and provide a little 

background.  

b. Body 

i. Mention the utility of BHUVAN in various sectors.  

1. Agriculture 

2. Forestry 

3. Watershed management 

4. Internal security 

5. Tourism 
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6. Urban management and planning 

7. Rural development.  

ii. Highlight the role in e-Governance.  

1. Decentralised planning 

2. Geo-spatial identification of sites for projects.  

3. Digitisation of land records.  

4. Municipal GIS 

5. NREGA project identification.  

iii. Examine the challenges.  

1. Inaccessible and slow at times.  

2. Registration required before using most products.  

3. renders layers unevenly and sometimes images are completely 

blocked. 

4. promises images from a perceived altitude of 10 metres, but technical 

analysts dispute the results.  

iv. Highlight the solutions.  

1. Better management of BHUVAN data.  

2. Ensuring 24*7 availability.  

3. Issues with the reliability of the data need to be improved.  

4. Resolution of the images to be improved.  

5. Dedicated team for improving the results and adding places to 

BHUVAN.  

c. Conclusion BHUVAN is one of the pioneering models developed by ISRO, and you 

can mention its utility in the coming time of 5G, etc.  

 

5. Epidemics need immediate and stern responses. Examine the current emergency 

response system in India. Highlight the lacunae and suggest solutions to fill the same.  

a. Introduction Give a brief background of the Coronavirus threat faced by India.  

b. Body 

i. Mention the current emergency response system.  

1. Central level 

a. NDMA as the central authority 

b. MoH&FW advocates on policy issues 

c. In a crisis situation, the Crisis Management Group of 

MoH&FW takes decisions for controlling the outbreak 

d. Technical inputs are provided by the Technical Committee 

under DGHS.  

e. Department of Drinking Water Supply and the Rural 

Development Ministry play key roles in the provision of 
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potable water, chlorination of water and water quality 

monitoring. 

f. MHA/MoD/Ministry of Civil Aviation would support airlift of 

RRTs/clinical samples and logistics 

2. State level 

a. SDMAs will advise the state on biological disasters and 

approve the plan of the state government 

b. Where SDMA was not established, state health department is 

the nodal agency.  

3. District and sub-district level 

a. DDMA is the authority to plan and execute the DM programme 

at the district level 

b. The district level RRTs are trained to deal with such issues. 

ii. Highlight the issues in the current model.  

1. No single window of communication and cooperation between 

multiple agents.  

2. Issues related to infrastructure and resources.  

3. Lack of trained staff in the country’s healthcare sector.  

iii. Suggest some solutions to tackle these challenges.  

1. Creating a single window of cooperation between the various 

stakeholders.  

2. Issues related to the low quality of infrastructure etc needs to be 

tackled.  

3. Promotion of awareness among the citizens for better resilience.  

c. Conclusion Conclude the answer by quoting any example of the best practices in the 

field of emergency response system.  
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