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1. Fiscal responsibility and discipline are required to ensure sustainable economic growth. 

Comment.  

Resources: The strong case for and against fiscal expansion (Mint) 

 Introduction India has been on the verge of financial crisis due to huge fiscal 

indiscipline in the early 2000. It was then that we brought FRBMA. You can 

introduce your answer with that. 

 Body  

 What are the implications of lack of fiscal responsibility and discipline 

 It can lead to high deficits which can further lead to           

 Inflation 

 Reduced consumption 

 Crowding out of the private sector investment 

 Rising unemployment 

 Falling living standards of the people 

 What is fiscal expansion and why is it important for the economy 

 How to bring fiscal responsibility and fiscal deficit discipline 

 Highlight the importance of the fiscal responsibility and budget management 

act, by mentioning some of its provisions and the reasons behind them. 

 Suggest some reforms in the current system 

 Mention the recommendations of the NK Singh committee 

 Highlight the importance of separating the debt management function 

from reserve bank of India. 

 Creating an autonomous fiscal management review committee which 

would conduct an annual independent and public review of FRBM 

compliance 

 Doing away with the concept of effective revenue deficit 

 Conclusion The government must focus on creation of long-term public assets, and 

put the country back on her growth tracks by ensuring fiscal discipline and 

responsibility. Otherwise it can lead to complete economic chaos. 

 

2. Cancer in India has become a major challenge, but the medical facilities are not apt 

enough to handle the crisis. Explain the issues and suggest reforms in ensuring cancer 

care in India.  

Resources: Study warns of growing cancer burden across India (TH) 

 Introduction India is one of the countries with highest burden of cancer. However a 

health facilities are not adequate as illustrated by various reports including the 

Parliamentary committee, and Lancet journal. You can quote data from either of these 

reports to substantiate your argument in the introduction. 

 Body  

 Explain how cancer has been rising in the country 

 Highlights of the reasons for rising cancer prevalent 

 Increase the usage of tobacco 

 Air pollution, and other pollution levels in general 
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 Unhealthy schedule 

 Poor quality of food (contamination via fertilisers and pesticides). 

 Mention the current status of Cancer care in the country 

 Examine the reasons for lack of availability of cancer care           

 Lack of medical facilities in general in rural area 

 Huge lack of healthcare professionals including doctors, nurses, 

attendance, etc 

 Huge costs involved with creation of Cancer care facilities 

 Lack of facilities in government hospitals for critical diseases like 

cancer 

 Lack of affordability. 

 Suggest solutions to improving the availability 

 Promoting health insurance 

 Allowing foreign direct investment in cancer care facilities 

 PPP model for healthcare in government hospitals 

 Providing interest subvention to hospitals for creation of Cancer care 

facilities 

 Ensuring adequate training infrastructure for healthcare workers           

 Creating and ensuring compliance with the healthcare standards for 

quality delivery of healthcare services.  

 Conclusion India is reaping the benefit of the demographic divide and, however it 

needs to ensure that education and healthcare facilities remain up to the mark. 

Without providing adequate healthcare this benefit will not be leveraged to its 

maximum potential. Conclude your answer in a way that it doesn’t sound negative 

looking. 

 

3. Disasters have been threatening the native ecosystems by bringing the foreign species. 

Comment.  

Resource: Massive locust invasion threatens Gujarat farmers (TH) 

 Introduction There have been several instances of introduction of foreign species in 

local ecosystem, for example the floods of Kerala brought a lot of foreign fishes that 

threatened local fishes. Similarly locust invasion has been threatening Gujarat 

farmers. You can take these examples to introduce your answer 

 Body  

 Mention how foreign species reach local ecosystems 

  Natural disasters 

 Shipping 

 Transit and 

 Anthropogenic introduction  

 Explain how the disasters bring foreign species 

 Floods, 

 Storms, 

 Wind, etc. 
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 Mention the threat they pose to the local ecosystem 

 Increased competition for resources 

 Can become parasites on local species 

 Influence the food web entirely. 

 Conclusion Various foreign species like water hyacinth have been termed as terror of 

various regions in the past. This species not only put a threat to local biodiversity, but 

have also been proven to impact the entire ecosystem. Thus we need to ensure that 

foreign species must not become invasive in any area. 

 

4. What is the role of good governance in democracy? What steps need to be taken for 

improving the quality of governance in India? 

Resource: ‘Good Governance Index’ launched by MoS (PP) Dr Jitendra Singh on ‘Good 

Governance Day’ today (PIB) 

 Introduction democracy is the government of the people for you let in themselves. 

At such point we can conclude that this is the government for supporting the people. 

Without good governance this very feature of the democratic government stands 

defeated. 

 Body  

 Good governance is a key aspect of democracy because 

 Improves the democratic process in the country 

 Promotes effective service delivery. 

 It gives a sense of empowerment 

 Improves the quality of life of the people 

 Factors that hamper it are: 

 Corruption  

 Red tapism 

 Inefficient service delivery, leakages 

 Stiff bureaucratic structures  

 Lack of empathy  

 Excessive human interference  

 Duplicity of efforts by complex processes 

 It can be improved by 

 Introduction of technology for automation of service delivery 

wherever possible. 

 Updating archaic laws to modern efficient laws. 

 Citizen centric system 

 Bureaucracy with a people face. 

 Conclusion Minimum government and maximum governance has been the key driver 

of the government of India since last few years. While it has improved the situation in 

various areas, a lot of improvement can be done to enhance the goodness of 

governance. Create a positive, and forward-looking argument for conclusion.           
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5. Groundwater conservation remains a major challenge in India. Explain the traditional 

and modern methods to improve the conservation in India.  

Resource: PM launches scheme to conserve groundwater (Mint) 

 Introduction India has had a tradition of preservation of natural resources, and water 

remains the prominent one. There have been a lot of traditional, as well as modern 

systems which were in existence; but with time they have lost their importance, and 

have degraded.           

 Body  

 Groundwater has been depleting by 

 Irresponsible domestic usage 

 Unjustified agricultural usage 

 Huge industrial exploitation  

 Contamination of ground water 

 Lack of recharge mechanisms  

 It can be prevented by 

 Ensuring responsible usage by domestic, agricultural, and industrial 

consumers 

 Implementing a mandatory water recycling policy for the industries.  

 Reviving the traditional modes of water management, like ponds, 

tanks, etc.  

 Talk about the recently proposed groundwater usage rules 

 Mention how it fails to tax the domestic and agricultural users.  

 Elaborate upon the need to tax these both. 

 Mention why these two sectors must not be taxed. 

 Provide a way forward to the situation.  

 Conclusion ground water conservation has remained a challenge in India. People are 

aware about saving the water, but the lack infrastructure, resources, technical support, 

and expertise to implement this preservation techniques. You can use any of these 

arguments to conclude your answer. 
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