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1. What is the post of Chief of Defence Staff? Examine the need of the post in the country? 

Resources: Cabinet approves creation of the post of Chief of Defence Staff in the rank of 

four star General (PIB) 

 Introduction Recently the Cabinet has approved the creation of position of chief of 

defence staff. Provide the data from newspaper articles that were running the details. 

 Body 

 What is the post of CDS 

 What is it? 

 What the function and powers 

 What is the structure 

 Mention the need for the post of the CDS. 

 Brings better coherence among the forces 

 Easier integration via tri-services command 

 Better strategy and planning among the three forces 

 What are the challenges associated 

 It can be a army dominated post, leading to inter service issues 

 Airforce has previously openly put forward its reservations against 

such an idea. 

 It may become a decorative post without any real powers 

 What is a way forward 

 It must be done by taking into account the concerns of all the services 

 While there must be an integration, all the forces must retain autonomy 

of decision making 

 The specialised nature of the forces must be preserved.  

 It must not be let to become a decorative post.  

 Conclusion chief of defence staff has been in question since a very long time. It is 

time that we valuate the real need and create the post quickly. You can conclude your 

answer with that remark  

2. Examine the importance of India’s military co-operation with the world in the growing 

stature of India.  

Resources: Cabinet approves ex-post facto agreement on Security Cooperation between 

India and Saudi Arabia (PIB) 

 Introduction Bilateral relations, especially strategic ones are key factors in 

international order. Your answer should introduce with the remark that every 

powerful country is a strong military power. However that cannot be achieved single-

handedly, and greater coherence is required. But ensure that your introduction doesn’t 

sound conclusive in nature.           

 Body  

 Talk about the growing international stature of India 

 Mention how India aspires to become a permanent member of the United 

Nations Security Council 

 Mention the rise of India in the recent global political and economic order 

 Talk about how India has become a counterbalancing place for China           
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 Highlight the role that international military exercises can play 

 Talk about some of the prominent military exercises that India takes in the 

neighbourhood 

 Thereafter mention some of the exercises India does with countries that are 

away 

 Identify the role of multilateral exercises like Malabar exercise which India 

does with USA and Japan 

 Mention how USA became a global power by having strong military, and 

economy. 

 Conclusion You can also quote examples like operation cactus to exemplify that 

India’s efforts will be counted only when it is able to provide positive intervention in 

global events. Use other such examples to conclude your answer. 

 

3. What is Atal Bhujal Yojana? How is it significant amid the growing water crisis in the 

country? 

Resources: Cabinet approves Atal Bhujal Yojana (PIB) 

 Introduction Introduce your answer with the recent announcement on Atal Bhujal 

Yojana. Provide some data related to the poor condition of drinking water availability 

in the country, especially in the rural India. 

 Body  

 Explain what is the scheme 

 Provide a definition 

 Provide statistics from the CWMI of the NITI aayog. 

 Provide the statistics related to water availability in rural India 

 Mention the reasons for introduction of the scheme 

 Talk about the prevalence of groundwater contamination in the country 

 Talk about the funding of the scheme 

 Government of India  

 World bank 

 While the Jal Jeevan mission will work towards delivering piped water supply 

to every house, the Atal Bhujal Yojana will pay special attention to those 

areas where groundwater is very low. 

 Seven states have been shortlisted for the purpose. 

 Elaborate why preserving the groundwater is necessary 

 Protection of local ecology 

 Availability of drinking water throughout the year  

 Avoid stressing the ecosystem beyond its recovery capacity 

 Conclusion While there has been a lot of emphasis put on production of water, and 

providing potable water to every household; it is time that we put emphasis on 

groundwater also. It is a resource that has been over exhausted since very long time, 

and there is a need that we ensure its judicious use. 
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4. What is National Population Register (NPR)?  

Resources: Cabinet approves conduct of Census of India 2021 and updating the National 

Population Register (PIB) 

 Introduction Recently there has been a lot of debate around the NRC, and NPR. 

Begin your answer with the debate related to the understanding of the national 

population register. 

 Body 

 Give a definition of the national population register 

 Provide the legislative backing for the national population register 

 Explain why is it important to create such a register 

 Provides data related to the demography of the population     

 Explain how this data will be important in policy formulation 

 Highlight its importance in creating long-term infrastructure in the 

country 

 It is entirely harmless, because it does not confer or take away the 

citizenship rights of a person 

 Provide a brief definition of the national register of citizens 

 Explain how it is different from the NPR 

 Mention how the idea of NPR has been in the thinking for very long, and the 

exercise has been conducted previously prior to 2011 census also 

 Mention how various states like Kerala, Andhra Pradesh, and West Bengal 

have stopped the work related to national population register 

 Explain how the central government can ensure that NPR is not coerced, but 

accepted by the people. 

 Conclusion There have been a lot of sparking debates around the energy, and the 

NPR. While on one hand these tend to highlight NRC as a draconian law, on the other 

hand they failed to identify the differences between NRC and the NPR. You can 

conclude your answer by taking a cue from this.           

 

5. Railways’ workforce has been lurking for reforms and streamlining since too long. 

Critically comment. 

Resources: Cabinet approves transformational Organisational Restructuring of Indian 

Railways (PIB) 

 Introduction You can introduce your answer by mentioning the high operating costs 

of the Indian Railways, and the Indian Railways being one of the largest employers in 

the world. This will create a good context for beginning your answer. 

 Body  

 Highlight the issues that Indian railways workforce has been facing           

 Irrationally high number of employees 

 Huge burden of salaries, books, and benefits 

 Loss of productivity due to over employment 

 Inadequately trained staff 

 Suggest some solutions that the Indian Railways has already tried 
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 Outsourcing some of the important functions 

 Contractual jobs rather than permanent ones for temporary work 

 Improving training conditions, facilities for the staff 

 Streamlining the pay and park benefits for all the employees 

 Suggest some of the future solutions  

 Higher integration of technology in the outdated systems 

 Reducing the requirement of manpower by automation, and integration 

of artificial intelligence 

 Outsourcing all the possible areas  

 Examine the difficulties in doing so 

 Opposition from the labour unions 

 It may create an outlook of privatisation of railways 

 Outsourcing may further lead to increase in costs, or reduction in 

quality of service 

 Conclusion cause of the welfare nature of the Indian state, it is difficult for the 

government to rationalise the workforce without hurting the welfare functions. Does, 

it is important that any such actions are taken only after taking into account the 

reservations of various sections that will be affected. 
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