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1. India needs to resolve its boundary disputes for better collaboration with its 

neighbours. Comment.   

Resource: India, China to seek fair border solution (TH)  

 Introduction India has model disputes with Pakistan, China and with Bangladesh. Your 

answer can be in on this note. You can also begin with the social economy impact of water 

disputes in the country. You can briefly also mention the impact it has on the foreign 

relations of the nation with its neighbours due to the boundary dispute it has. 

 Body 

 Mention the boundary dispute India has with 

 Pakistan 

 China 

 Bangladesh  

 Nepal 

 Explain the impact of this dispute in the country economically and politically 

 Mention how boundary dispute with China and Pakistan has created a situation that 

we do not have friendly relations with both these countries. 

 Explain how a new boundary dispute has started with the new map of India, and 

Nepali reservations about it. 

 Examine the need for resolution of these issues 

 Specially mention the need for having good relations with China and Nepal  

 Mention how solving boundary disputes with Pakistan can create a direct road route 

from India to Europe           

 Suggest how we can drastically reduce our defence expenditure, if we have friendly 

borders 

 Mention how we solved boundary dispute with Bangladesh through mutual exchange 

of enclaves 

 Mention the fourth point agenda proposed by Musharraf to resolve the boundary 

dispute with Pakistan    

 Conclusion you can conclude your answer with the way forward, or even suggest some 

strategies that will help in resolving the border dispute. However try not to pick any new 

points, and only build upon the points that you have mentioned before. 

 

2. What are open market operations? How do they influence the economic situation in the 

country? How are they different from twist operations?  

Resource: RBI’s Operation Twist may aid govt’s borrowing plan (Mint)  

 Introduction Begin your answer with the definition of open market operations. Suggest what 

kind of open market operations exist, and why do reserve Bank need to use them. You can 

also explain the impact they have on inflation. 

 Body 

 Mention the economic impact of open market operations 

 Explain the direct and indirect impacts of buy operations, and sell operations 
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 Mention what is operation twist 

 Suggest the difference between these two as being liquidity neutral versus having an 

impact on the liquidity situation 

 Examine the impact of operation twist 

 Mention why is operation pressed required 

 Suggest the difference between operation twist and open market operations by 

considering the situations that require them           

 Conclusion You can conclude with the remark that operation twist has been tried for the first 

time in the country, but it has been tested before a different economy. Thus we need to wait 

and watch the real impact that operation twist can have in the Indian market, where as the 

open market operations have been used by RBI regularly.           

 

3. Prevailing manual scavenging shows the deep inequality of the Indian society. 

Comment.  

Resource: Manual scavenging left 282 dead since 2016 (TH)  

 Introduction Explain what is manual scavenging, how is it related to casteism, and feminism 

in the country. Suggest some data on prevalence of manual scavenging, and deaths related to 

manual scavenging.           

 Body 

 Provide some details regarding the data on deaths of Manual scavengers 

 Suggest how it is inhuman 

 Explain the violation of constitutional, and legal provisions by practising manual 

scavenging 

 Suggest why is it required that we eliminate it immediately 

 Mention some steps already taken by the government to end it  

 Explain the prohibition of Manual scavenging act 

 Suggest how it talks about rehabilitation of manual avengers 

 Complete prevention of manual scavenging, and punitive provisions on 

practising it. 

 Talk about the human rights violations 

 Suggest how many scavenging has been hardening the caste lines in the country 

 Conclusion manual scavenging is not a problem related to an individual. It is a problem that 

has been haunting the communities, gender groups, and prevails from one generation to the 

other. You can take a cue from here and conclude your answer on that note. 

 

4. What connects the NPR, NRIC, and Census? Evaluate the need of NRC in India.  

Resource: What connects the NPR, NRIC and Census? (TH)  

 Introduction With the recent citizenship amendment act there has been a lot of brouhaha in 

the country. You can begin on that note and mention that there are a lot of misinformation 

prevailing regarding these three. 

 Body 
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 Mention what is census, and give some brief introduction about it 

 Mention that the Census 2011 was conducted after NPR exercise was approved. 

 Explain what is national population register 

 Mention what are the various provisions related to national population register 

 Mention that it has been conducted before and it is going to be conducted again prior 

to the Census 2021 

 Suggest that various states are withdrawing their consent from the NPR exercise.           

 Mention that their fear is due to the fact that NPR can lead to NRIC.           

 Explain what is national register of Indian citizens, or NRIC 

 Mention why some communities are afraid of the NRIC 

 Explain how indigenous culture has been threatened by the refugees in various states 

in the country 

 Suggest how it has become a law and order situation 

 Explain how benefits are not reaching the Indian citizens, but they are reaching the 

illegal migrants 

 Give counter argument that it can lead to humanitarian crisis.           

 Mention that detention centres will be a big issue for human rights 

 Mention that no country is ready to accept its illegal migrants back. 

 Suggest a cautious approach towards the NRIC 

 Conclusion This answer requires you to take a stand. Pick one side either support an hour I 

see, or go against it, but make sure that you give a justification. However do not completely 

go against the opposite argument, since it is a very pretentious situation. 

 

5. Fast food in India lacks in proper labelling. Mention the reason for latency and explain 

the solutions for the same.  

Resource: Why is it taking so long to label fast food? (TH)  

 Introduction Introduce your answer with the FSSAI report regarding degrading food quality 

in India, and prevalence of junk food among students specially. 

 Body 

 Mention how fast food has become a source of poor nutrition 

 Suggest that on one hand India suffers from undernutrition, on the other hand it is 

becoming a victim of obesity 

 Examine the need for putting proper labelling standards 

 Suggest how industry is opposed to such regulations 

 While on one hand we are selling samosas without any labelling it would not 

be justified to force companies to put labels 

 Consumers would not want to buy a good which mention is that it is bearing a 

dangerous red mark thinking that they are buying poison           

 It can also lead to the prevalence of inspector raj 

 Mention other reasons for delayed implementation of the standards 

 Lack of manpower with regulators 
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 Poor quality of labs to test the food 

 Lack of infrastructure, funding, and expertise 

 Bureaucracy, and red tapism 

 Mention how we can innovatively create such regulations 

 Creating a meter type indicator on the packaging which will determine the 

healthiness of food starting from 0 to 5 where zero would be a red zone, and 

five would be a green zone. 

 Ensuring that regular checks are conducted on the street food market to ensure 

that the food available is of good quality.           

 Conclusion question raises a genuine question regarding the prevailing food habits in the 

country. Provide a positive way forward, mentioning how it is important for us to ensure 

quality food is served so that we can enjoy demographic dividend in a better manner. 
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