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1. Tribal composition of the NE states is very fragile. Comment on the need for 

preservation of their culture vis-a-vis development of the region.  

a. Introduction Introduce your answer with how some of the tribes in the NE region are 

very less populous and remain threatened by globalisation and development on the 

regular mode.  

b. Body  

i. Begin the answer by mentioning the unique tribal culture of the NE region.  

1. Tribes 

2. Languages 

3. Tribal history 

ii. Mention the impact of globalisation on such fragile cultures.  

iii. Examine the paucity of development in the region.  

iv. Examine the possibilities of development with preservation of cultures.  

1. Culture should not stall development. 

2. Empowering the tribal council.  

3. Promotion of local employment in the region.  

4. Establishment of tribal culture council 

5. Learning from the development model of TRIFED. 

c. Conclusion The development needs of the NE region are such that their tribal culture 

needs to be preserved. Since the challenges are unique, we require unique solutions to 

resolve the issues. Try to give an optimistic forward looking tone to the conclusion.  

 

2. What is the National Water Grid? Examine its importance in the wake of unpredictable 

monsoon in India.   

a. Introduction The extreme weather events in India have led to simultaneous 

occurrence of droughts and floods in the country. In the wake of the recent events 

related to this, introduce the national water grid.  

b. Body 

i. Definition of the water grid 

ii. History of the water grid 

1. When first envisaged. 

2. What were the challenges.  

iii. What is the impact of monsoon on India 

1. Agriculture intensive 

2. Climate change has made it more unpredictable.  

3. Intensive floods and droughts at the same time.  

4. All the sectors are affected directly or indirectly due to this.  

iv. What is the role of the water grid in reducing the impact of monsoon.  

1. Reduced flooding and droughts.  

2. Reducing the rainfed region and increasing the irrigated area.  
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3. Rise in productivity of farms.  

4. Greater push to inland waterways project.  

v. What are the issues related to water grid. 

1. Capital intensive operation.  

2. Feasibility due to changing slope.  

3. Intermixing of waters can have detrimental environmental 

consequences.  

vi. What can be solutions? 

1. Controlled canal network in the country.  

2. River interlinking projects.  

c. Conclusion The answer may be concluded by mentioning some examples where the 

linking projects are successfully being implemented.  

 

3. Natural disasters have the potential to undo the development in the vulnerable regions 

of the country. Examine the need for building disaster resilient infrastructure in the 

country.   

a. Introduction Due to its vast size and varying topography, India is exposed to a 

variety of natural disasters, depending upon the region. Additionally, since we are a 

developing nation, we can not afford to keep losing the infrastructure that we 

develop. Use one of these arguments to introduce your answer.  

b. Body 

i. Mention the recent cases of natural disasters.  

ii. Mention briefly which region faces what disasters in the country.  

iii. Examine the impact of the natural disasters on 

1. Society 

2. Economy 

iv. Mention how infrastructure can save from 

1. Economic issues.  

2. Social problems.  

3. Aid in disaster risk mitigation.  

4. Be effective in relief operations.  

v. Examine the challenges in resilient infrastructure.  

1. Capital intensive.  

2. Research and technology required.  

3. Collaboration with foreign governments for learning the best practices.  

4. Awareness among the population.  

vi. Mention the solutions 

1. MoUs with foreign companies and governments.  

2. Investing on resilient infrastructure.  

3. Offering subsidised loans for disaster resilient infrastructure. 
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4. Learning the global best practices.  

c. Conclusion Building disaster resilient infrastructure is not going to happen. It needs 

regular policy intervention and effective implementation strategy. 

 

4. Examine the need for a shift to renewable energy. Mention the challenges and suggest 

solutions in achieving the same.   

a. Introduction The Government of India aims to reach a renewable energy capacity of 

175 GW by 2022. However, there have been reports of gradual slowing down of the 

solar industry. Introduce with the example of such situations.  

b. Body 

i. Mention the targets of the government in renewables.  

ii. Examine the issues faced because of which there is a need for the shift.  

iii. Examine the challenges  

1. Policy level challenges.  

a. Land for the projects 

b. State electricity boards (SEBs) have a lot of structural and 

functional issues.  

c. Renewable purchase obligation (RPO) is not completely 

enforced.  

2. Promotion of domestically manufactured equipment has led to rise in 

costs.  

3. Irrational bidding has led to fall in power tariffs 

4. Low support from the capital market.  

iv. Solutions are: 

1. Easing up the land acquisitions.  

2. Reforming the SEBs. 

3. Enforcing the RPOs strictly.  

4. Easing the import tariffs on renewable equipment.  

5. Rational bidding for better remuneration to the plants.  

6. Supporting the projects via the capital market for ensuring the 

feasibility of the projects.  

c. Conclusion Renewable energy is the future, and climate change has necessitated the 

need for shifting to this future as soon as possible. Thus, it is required that we leave 

no stone unturned in realising the renewables target of the country.   

 

5. Mahatma Gandhi’s work spreads far beyond merely Indian independence movement. 

Comment.   

a. Introduction While Gandhiji is regarded for the role he played in the freedom 

movement of the country, he played a major role in village economy, religious unity, 
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upliftment of the poor and lower castes etc. Use the example of one of Gandhian 

works to introduce the answer.  

b. Body 

i. Mention the role of Gandhiji in freedom struggle briefly.  

ii. Highlight his role in: 

1. Economic revival of village industry 

2. Upliftment of lower castes. 

3. Upliftment of the deprived sections.  

4. Ashrams for welfare of all.  

5. Spreading the awareness for dignity of liberty.  

6. Idea of equality.  

7. Ideas of sustainable coexistence with the nature.  

8. Value of non-violence.  

9. Cultural reformation of India.  

10. Panchayati raj in India.  

11. Communal harmony.  

iii. Come back to the freedom movement, and highlight how each of these works 

gave a greater push to the Indian national movement.  

iv. Conclude with some quote or an instance from his life.  

c. Conclusion Gandhiji has his influence on every aspect of India. It is this significant 

influence that has rightly granted him the title of “Father of the Nation.”  
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