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1. What is social forestry? Why is it important in the wake of climate change? 

 Introduction Provide a brief definition of the term social forestry in your 

introduction, and mention how it began in India.  

 Body 

 Highlight what is social forestry, and what are its components 

 Provision of fuel and other goods essential to meeting basic needs at 

the rural household and community level  

 Provision of food and the environmental stability necessary for 

continued food production  

 Generation of income and employment in the rural community. 

 Mention the importance of social forestry amid 

 Climate change 

 Desertification 

 Deforestation 

 Land degradation 

 Air quality improvement 

 Mention the role it can play 

 Improved air quality 

 Putting otherwise unusable land to use.  

 Prevents desertification 

 Rise in green cover 

 How to achieve it? 

 Interventions at different hierarchical levels (from local to global) and 

support through a variety of capacity building efforts. 

 facilitate learning: analysing and synthesizing lessons learned;  

 delivering capacity-building programs, products and services; 

 Engaging in regional networking and dialogues to raise awareness of 

appropriate policies and practices; 

 And providing technical services to government agencies, forestry 

organizations, and beyond. 

 Conclusion Social forestry has become more important due to climate change. While 

the climate is changing unrestrictedly, the methods to limit this change are very 

limited. You should conclude your answer by highlighting the role social forestry 

shall aim to play.  

 

2. Government machinery is often considered overburdened, and yet there is duplication 

of efforts. Examine the statement in light of digital India.  

 Introduction Government is often reeling under pressure of work. Inadequacy of 

workers and other issues lead to tremendous overload of work, creating situations 

 Body 

 Mention the reasons for overburdening of the government 

 Highlight the issue of latency 

 Pendency and backlog 
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 Lack of workforce at one level, over employment at other 

 Lack of proficient and efficient workers 

 Excessive political interference 

 Lack of decision making 

 Mention the presence of duplication of efforts 

 Multiple departments for same function 

 Unnecessary paperwork 

 Huge role of bureaucracy 

 Centralisation 

 Armchair policy making 

 Lack of long term outlook 

 Mention the role digital India can play 

 Digitalisation for creation of single point portal for all government 

services.  

 Elimination of human interface wherever possible 

 Use of AI for audit, and screening.  

 Automated issue of various types of certificates, deeds, etc using the 

block chain technology 

 Conclusion The last mile service delivery can be made effective only when the 

people are able to digitally transact with the government. Thus, the digital India 

mission has a huge potential to ensure speedy governance, especially in the light of 

the BharatNet.  

 

3. Highlight the differences between the Himalayan and Peninsular rivers of India.  

 Introduction Introduce your answer with 1-2 characteristic features of the Himalayan 

and Peninsular rivers.  

 Body 

 Mention the features of the Himalayan and Peninsular rivers in the form of a 

table.  

 Highlight the following features 

 Origin 

 Nature 

 Valley 

 Carrying capacity 

 Basin size 

 Erosional capacity 

 Landforms 

 Delta 

 Floodplains 

 Age 

 If possible, draw a map showing 

 Major Himalayan rivers 

 Major peninsular rivers. 
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 Conclusion While Himalayan Rivers are the lifeline of the northern India, the 

peninsular rivers are the lifeline of the southern India. They have different nature, but 

they have become important for the survival of the life in the country. You may 

alternatively conclude your answer by mentioning that Indian culture worships rivers.  

 

4. “The conditions of the urban poor are more deplorable than their rural counterparts.” 

Give your views on the statement.  

 Introduction Indira Gandhi gave a clarion call of “Garibi hatao”, but the Garibi, or 

poverty has remained in the country. The conditions of the urban and rural poor differ 

due to a variety of factors. We shall examine these factors at great length now. 

 Body 

 Status of poverty 

 Majority poor in rural India 

 Statistically lower poverty in urban India.  

 Lower level of costs in rural areas compared to urban centres.  

 Status of urban poverty 

 Ghettoization 

 Stark inequality 

 Unaffordability towards education and health 

 Poor quality of life 

 Urban rural gap 

 Better intervention from government in urban areas 

 Higher participation of the civil society groups. 

 Rural poor migrate to urban areas, thereby adding to urban poverty 

 How to deal with it 

 Better TPDS system  

 Schemes like EWS, RTE, etc.  

 Free education, Mohalla clinics, etc.  

 Conclusion The condition of the urban poor is pathetic, and same can be seen by 

walking on the streets of major metropolitan areas of India. You should conclude 

your answer in a suggestive tone to resolve the issue. 

 

5. Examine whether rural women in India have been benefited by the panchayati raj 

system.  

 Introduction Gandhi ji claimed that “When the panchayat raj is established, public 

opinion will do what violence can never do.” You can introduce your answer on this 

note, mentioning that panchayati raj is a revolution in itself.  

 Body 

 What is panchayati raj? 

 Why is it so important for the women? 

 Up to 50% reservation for women.  

 Allows them to enter politics.  

 Sense of empowerment.  
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 Solidarity with other women.  

 Creation of infrastructure keeping in view the women centric attitude 

because of the elected women.  

 Why its results are miniscule 

 Elected Panchayat members are not educated often 

 Rise of the “Panch Pati” system.  

 Lack of training to the elected women 

 Reservation is rotational, which doesn’t give sufficient time to the 

women for establishing herself.  

 There is still an element of patriarchy present.  

 What needs to be done? 

 Ensure multiple terms for elected PRIs.  

 Providing them adequate training soon after their election.  

 Creating a consortium of elected women for regular interventions and 

learning the best practices.  

 Mention the case of Chhavi Rajawat for Panchayati raj and women.  

 Conclusion Life of the rural women has been transformed in India by the 

introduction of the panchayati raj. Not only they have a sense of empowerment, but 

they’ve been entering leadership positions. However, a lot of lacuna remain to be 

addressed. 
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