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1. India has failed to utilise the inland waterways fully. In the light of the statement, 

mention the lacunae and suggest reforms to improve the inland waterways in the 

country.  

a. Introduction India has recently seen a major push towards utilising the inland 

waterways. You can build your answer on that.  

b. Body 

i. Define the inland waterways.  

ii. What is the current status of these waterways 

1. 1% freight traffic 

2. 14000 km potential, out of which around 6000 km utilised.  

iii. Examine the potential of these: 

1. Low cost transportation 

2. Energy savings due to less energy consumption.  

3. Huge capacity of transport 

4. Accessibility to the last mile 

5. Less accidents.  

iv. Examine the solutions to improve.  

1. Creation of multi-modal transportation projects.  

2. Adopting tech for night time navigation.  

3. Including the PPP model.  

4. Scientific dredging of the river.  

5. Creation of river links sustainably.  

c. Conclusion Waterways in India face several challenges, ranging from financial to 

technical. However, it is important that we deal with these holistically to tap the 

development potential completely.  

 

2. In order to double the farmers income, we need to look beyond agriculture. Comment.  

a. Introduction Doubling the farmers’ income has been the agenda of the government 

for too long. But the same doesn’t come without challenges. You can use either 

farmer suicides, or the dismal state of the farms as a beginning point for the answer.  

b. Body 

i. What is the need for doubling the farmers’ income.  

1. Improving the lifestyle of the rural india.  

2. Reducing farmer suicides 

3. Improving the socio-economic conditions of rural india.  

ii. What are the impediments in doubling the income.  

1. Lack of rural infrastructure.  

2. Over and under employment. 

3. Small and marginal landholdings.  

4. Issues pertaining to informal lending channels. 
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5. Monsoon dependence of indian agriculture.  

6. Less focus on allied activities.  

iii. What are the solutions? 

1. Bringing a rainbow revolution on the lines of green revolution.  

2. Incentivising the allied activities.  

3. Promoting the scientific agricultural models.  

4. Bringing more formal channels of financing  

5. Improving the conditions related to crop insurance. 

6. Bringing in the recommended changes like the PDSS, PDPS, etc.  

c. Conclusion In the long run it is important that we look at a rainbow revolution if we 

have to double the farm income. Agriculture must be the key but the development of 

all the possible aspects must take place.  

 

3. Examine the role of the SCO summit in enabling regional security in Southern Asia.  

a. Introduction SCO summit is supposed to happen in India and it has been made clear 

that the government will invite Pakistani PM too. Hence, your introduction can be on 

that note. 

b. Body 

i. What is SCO and why is it important.  

1. Definition.  

2. Functions of the SCO in 

a. Trade / economy 

b. Regional security 

c. Regional integration.  

ii. What are the security benefits of SCO 

1. Brings regional rivals on the same platform.  

2. Avenues for talks on terrorism, e.g. RATS 

3. The region is pivotal in the fight against curbing illegal trade.  

4. Multi-dimensional platform for collective security  

iii. What are the challenges?  

1. Propagandist nature of members.  

2. Focus on national interests over regional security.  

3. Issues related to rivalries amongst member states.  

4. Interlinking of economic and strategic interests makes it difficult on 

both fronts.  

iv. What is a way forward 

1. Terrorism must be condemned in unanimous tone by the members.  

2. National interests must be taken care of, but they must not undermine 

the regional security.  

3. It must not become a victim of the rivalries between members.  
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c. Conclusion SAARC was one organisation that is practically dead for the rivalry 

between India and Pakistan. SCO must not become another victim of this. Conclude 

your answer on the need for active cooperation among the players for regional 

security.  

 

4. Easing trade tensions between the US and China is good as well as bad news for India. 

Comment.  

a. Introduction USA and China have made progress towards settling down their trade 

war. This has been in the news for sometime now and you should begin your answer 

on this note.  

b. Body 

i. What is the trade war between USA and China.  

1. USA and China claim each other to be protectionist 

2. They have imposed varying sanctions against each other.  

3. USA has banned many chinese companies from participating in the 

USA markets.  

ii. What are the challenges it pushes to India.  

1. India too can become a victim of similar sanctions.  

2. There can be a domino effect in the region.  

3. USA has already ended the GSP benefits to India.  

4. China will search for alternative market and begin dumping its goods 

in India.  

iii. What are the opportunities it can put forward 

1. India can become a potential interlocutor between these countries. 

2. Indian industry can fill in the gap created by the ousting of chinese 

companies.  

3. This provides a greater opportunity for India to improve relations with 

China by not taking any protectionist measures.   

c. Conclusion The USA and China are both presenting an opportunity and a challenge 

to India. We must ensure that our diplomacy is proactive and adequate enough to 

handle the situation.  

 

5. Climate change has been producing rising temperatures every year. Comment on the 

need to control it.  

a. Introduction Climate change has led to a rise in extreme weather events globally. 

With every year that passes, the issues are going to rise. Thus you should begin your 

answer from any of the news related to such events rising due to climate change.  

b. Body 

i. Why is climate changing? 
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1. Fossil fuels burning.  

2. Industrial emissions.  

3. High traffic load. 

4. High per capita carbon footprint.  

5. Use of CFCs and HFCs.  

ii. What is the need to control climate change?  

1. Rising sea levels.  

2. Rising extreme weather events.  

3. Growth in the number of natural disasters.  

4. Impacts all life forms along with humans.  

5. Rising number and types of diseases.  

6. Forest fires on the rise.  

iii. How to control climate change.  

1. Switching to renewable energy source.  

2. Reduction in the burning of fossil fuels.  

3. Switching completely to electric mobility. 

4. Creation of hydrogen electricity infrastructure.  

5. Completely phasing out CFCs and HFCs. 

6. Increasing the forest cover globally.  

c. Conclusion Climate change is one of the biggest problems that can even lead to 

extinction of mankind. There is a need to increase the collaboration and efforts to 

bring it back under check.  
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