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1. Crimes against women in the country are on the rise. Suggest reasons and provide 

solutions to tackle the situation.  

✔ Introduction Recently NCRB has released the data regarding the crimes against 

women. There has been a rise in the number of crimes against women in the country. 

While a part of it is due to better reporting of the crimes, other reasons prevail too.  

✔ Body 

● Give some data related to the crimes against women.  

● Explain the reasons behind the rise in crimes 

 Misogynistic outlook of society 

 Illiteracy and unemployment 

 Commodification of women 

 Lack of sex education 

 Unrestricted content on the social media 

 Better reporting of the crimes 

● Explain the impact of crimes on  

 Economy 

▪ Reduced female participation in education and jobs 

▪ Inherent costs of law and order maintenance rise 

 Social 

▪ Loss of independence due to family restrictions and controls. 

▪ Cementing of patriarchal values.  

 Political  

▪ Strikes and agitations 

▪ Political instability 

▪ Reduced chances of political empowerment of women.  

● How to improve the situation 

 Appropriate lighting and CCTV at the public spots  

 Awareness for equality and protection to women  

 Changing the prevailing social values by reforming the education 

system.  

 Reforming the criminal justice system to make it favourable to the 

women  

 Sex education 

 Better reporting mechanism for the content on social media 

✔ Conclusion It is important to change the outlook of the society towards women who 

have been a victim. So far, there have been attempts to justify the crimes by the 

means of the clothing of women, night-outs, etc. The same must be done away with 

and we must take the social responsibility of protecting women.  

 

2. While foreign envoys are allowed to visit Kashmir, the members of the opposition are 

not. Examine the need for constructive opposition in the light of the statement.  

✔ Introduction Government has allowed for the foreign envoys to visit the Kashmir 

valley in the aftermath of the abrogation of special status of the state. However, there 
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are stark restrictions upon the movement of the opposition leaders in the area. This 

has highlighted a state of political mistrust.  

✔ Body 

● Mention the two instances of allowing foreign delegates to visit Kashmir but 

preventing the opposition leader from doing so. 

● Highlight why it is important to allow the foreign delegates: 

 Building international support on Kashmir 

 Pressurizing Pakistan.  

 Avoiding international pressure on the openness in Kashmir valley 

● Highlight why it is important to allow the members of the opposition 

 Building consensus on the move from within India 

 Creating room for dissent.  

 Locals from Kashmir will be more connected with the opposition 

rather than foreigners.  

● Highlight why were the opposition not allowed? 

 Political hatred prevailing over political opposition 

 Mistrust among political parties.  

 Lack of responsible criticism 

● Mention some steps moving forward 

 Allow for the opposition members to visit the valley 

 Opposition should not make any comments that may hamper the unity 

of the nation.  

 Opposition must be directed against the government, and not nation. 

 Government in power must not only allow for dissent, but also take it 

into consideration.  

✔ Conclusion It is important that we now look at reforming the political system in the 

country. The spirit of mistrust be eliminated. Political hatred must be replaced by 

political opposition.  

 

3. FastTrack courts are only a half-hearted solution to stopping heinous crimes. 

Comment.  

✔ Introduction Fast track courts are set up in the country to quickly provide justice in 

cases related to heinous crimes. While it is a noble move, it is now being surmounted 

by numerous issues related to the same.  

✔ Body 

● Explain what FastTrack courts are. 

● Mention the benefits that are incurred from them 

 Quick justice delivery 

 Creates deterrence  

 High disposal rates due to time bound nature.  

 Better attention of the judiciary which is otherwise not available.  

● What are the drawbacks of these 

 Hasty justice is often incomplete justice 
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 Higher chances of miscarriage of justice 

 Since they are often specialised, the professionalism of the judges gets 

restricted to that particular type of cases.  

● What are the issues with them 

 Infrastructure constraints.  

 No separate cadre of judges 

 It has to work on the same set of IPC and CrPC.  

 Unavailability of dedicated staff 

● What else can be done 

 New codes to be set up exclusively for the fast track courts.  

 Dedicated staff and judges to be appointed for these courts. 

 Regular criminal justice system must be completely overhauled to 

eliminate the need for the fast track courts.  

 Laws should be made victim centric rather than system centric.  

✔ Conclusion These courts have often been able to provide speedy justice that would 

not be otherwise available. Thus, it would not be right to eliminate them in totality. 

However, the criminal justice system must be overhauled completely to ensure 

speedy justice delivery in all cases by default.  

 

4. 24X7 electricity availability is the next big step in digitalising India. Examine the 

statement.  

✔ Introduction The Sahaj Bijli Har Ghar Yojana, or SAUBHAGYA has been the key 

scheme of the government to improve the power penetration in the country. It is 

aimed at providing electricity to all the households in the country, either from the 

gird, or from other sources like solar plant, etc.  

✔ Body 

● Mention the need for the 24X7 supply of electricity 

 Assists in increasing education level 

 Ensures economic development by creation of industries 

 Promotes gig-economy since internet is a major source of such jobs 

 Women empowerment is an indirect effect 

 Important in the wake of the digital India mission and the BharatNet 

program 

● Highlight the impediments in 24X7 electricity supply 

 Lack of infrastructure, especially in rural India.  

 High AT&C losses. 

 Loss making DISCOMS 

 Less productivity of the power stations.  

 Slowdown in addition of power capacity of the country in the recent 

few years.  

 Fears related to the safety of nuclear power plants.  

● Mention the steps taken to eliminate the issues 
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 SAUBHAGYA scheme to provide electricity connection to every 

household.  

 Feeder separation for agriculture and rural households.  

 DDU Gram Jyoti Yojana 

 UDAY scheme to bring the DISCOMS back to life.  

 Addition of renewable energy capacity along with the conventional 

sources.  

● Highlight the suggestions to improve the power supply 

 Infrastructure constraints be met by external assistance, e.g. Softbank, 

etc.  

 Allowing for PPP in power distribution infrastructure.  

 Reducing the AT&C losses.  

 Relaxing the control over power tariffs  

✔ Conclusion 24X7 electricity has its implications far beyond economics. India’s per 

capita energy consumption is bound to rise with the development of the economy. 

Thus, we have to ensure that every household in the country gets access to affordable 

24X7 electricity.  

 

5. What are FasTags? How are they being implemented, and what are the benefits 

expected? 

✔ Introduction FasTags are the RFID (Radio frequency identification) technology 

based systems that are created to smoothen the process of toll collection in India. It 

has been created by the NHAI in collaboration with NPCI.  

✔ Body 

● What are FasTags 

● Why were they introduced 

 High toll collection costs in case of manual collection.  

 Issues related to siphoning off of funds.  

 Fake toll stations mushrooming 

 Traffic jams at the toll plaza leading to fall in average movement speed 

on the roads.  

● What do they try to achieve 

 Smooth movements on roads 

 Ease of toll collection and payment.  

 Eliminate the traffic jams.  

 Shift towards digital india 

 Elimination of corruption in toll collection 

● How is it being implemented 

 Creation of automatic toll collection infrastructure.  

 Doubling the toll prices in case of offline payments.  

 Discounted toll pricing in case of FasTags 

 Reserved lanes for the FasTags enabled vehicles.  

 Ensuring easy availability of the tags 
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● What are the other benefits 

 Can also be used to track vehicle movement.  

 Can be used for the payment at parking.  

✔ Conclusion The toll collection needs to improve for the sake of faster movement on 

the roads, and also better maintenance of the roads. FasTags are a great solution for 

not just toll collection but tracking the various services related to the vehicles that ply 

the roads.  
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