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1. Elucidate upon the need of government assistance to the North Eastern India for 

development. Examine alternatives to government support.  

 Introduction Recently the government has called for providing 70% viability gap 

funding for the construction of a gas grid in the north eastern part of India. You can 

introduce how this extra support is crucial for the well-being of the NE region.  

 Body 

 Begin by providing the background related to the lack of development for the 

NE region of the country.  

 Why is North east less developed? 

 Separation from the mainland by the “Chicken’s neck” area.  

 Being Himalayan region, it has remained isolated due to geographical 

constraints.  

 Cultural difference of the region has kept it away 

 Less representation in the parliament led to muffling of its voice in the 

parliament.  

 What are the issues in developing it now? 

 It remains geographically difficult to reach 

 Public investment is low, private investment is non-existent.  

 Challenges related to financial and technical constraints prevail 

 Attracting investment to the region is another major challenge 

 Low population translates to less consumption, which further pushes 

away the investments in the region.  

 Why is extra support warranted? 

 Inadequate sources of funding otherwise.  

 Less number of consumers means without government support, the 

infrastructure projects will not be viable. 

 The region doesn’t have the resources to meet the infrastructure 

demand on its own.  

 What other sources can be explored? 

 Partnerships with the foreign nations like Japan, China, etc can bring 

development in the region.  

 Providing extra tax sops to those who invest in the NE region of the 

country can be explored.  

 Extra viability gap funding for the projects from the NE region 

compared with the mainland areas.  

 Conclusion North Eastern India has been devoid of development for a decades. It is 

only in the recent past that we realized the need for developing the country. Hence, it 

becomes important that the region receives extra support from the government for all 

round development.  
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2. Examine the possibility of privatization of routes of the Indian Railways. What are 

some of the alternatives to privatization? 

 Introduction Tejas express is one of the first examples of private run trains, where 

the operations are not conducted by the Indian railways but by the IRCTC. In the 

answer you should try to analyze the utility of the privatization.  

 Body 

 Mention the issues that prevail with the Indian railways 

 Punctuality 

 Accidents 

 Poor quality infrastructure 

 High number of staff 

 Poor quality of services 

 Low revenue 

 Cross subsidization  

 Mention the benefits of privatization of the Indian railways: 

 Influx of funds and better expertise.  

 Normalization of prices due to competition 

 Better introduction and integration of technology 

 Better service quality 

 Rationalization of staff 

 Limitations of privatization 

 Limited number of routes shall be covered.  

 Lack of welfare function in private sector can lead to lack of access to 

railways for the rural India.  

 Issues related to accountability 

 Railways is a strategic organization 

 Strong vertical integration can lead to difficulty in privatization of only 

a part of the railways.  

 Strong trade unionism is another impediment.  

 Conclusion Privatization has its own advantages, but it must be understood that the 

Indian railways is crucial for the nation economically as well as strategically. Thus, 

we must imbibe for privatization wherever possible, but without hampering the 

security and growth of the country.  

 

3. Examine the federal impact of the GST council. Mention the issues it faces and suggest 

reforms for the same.  

 Introduction GST was announced on the midnight of the 01 July 2017. While it has 

been praised as well as cursed on various grounds, the impact of the reform has been 

immense on the economy. But it is not all about the economy. GST has had its impact 

on the political structure too.  
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 Body 

 Give a structure of the GST council 

 Mention how GST undermines federalism 

 Considered encroachment upon the fiscal sphere of the states.  

 Different states have different priorities, and thus may apply taxes 

differently. However, GST undermines that.  

 It further cements the vertical imbalance in India’s fiscal federalism.  

 Mention how GST supports federalism 

 3/4th Majority / Consensus based decision making.  

 Joint efforts for capacity building 

 Joint Trade Awareness & Outreach Efforts. 

 Representation to all the states and the center in the GST council.  

 Common Compliance Mechanism throughout the country.  

 Joint Implementation Committees 

 Suggest some reforms 

 Mandating consensus based decisions to ensure fiscal federalism 

 Provide greater say to the states.  

 Examine the issues related to the GSTN network and rectify them. 

 Conclusion The GST council has been exemplary when it comes to consensus based 

decision making; however, there has been an infringement on the fiscal sphere of the 

states. The council must therefore be reformed 

 

4. What is the Mutual Legal Assistance treaty? What are the issues associated with it and 

solutions to those?  

 Introduction MLATs are considered very important tools for law enforcement 

agencies, governments and the private sector, since they act as formal mechanisms for 

access to data which falls under different jurisdictions. This is particularly useful in 

the War on Terror era, since governments and law enforcement agencies can 

potentially gain access to data which is necessary for an investigation, but which 

resides beyond the borders of their country.  

 Body  

 Importance of the MLAT 

 Formal mechanisms for access to data and information that is located 

in a different jurisdiction. 

 Allow for access to and sharing of data with any country that is a party 

to the agreement 

 Allows access to the information which is important in the 

investigation but may not be otherwise available for access.  

 Issues with the MLATs 

 Cumbersome process 

https://www.jatinverma.org/


P a g e  | 4 

 

©Jatin Verma All Rights Reserved.                                                                                          https://www.jatinverma.org 

 Duplication of efforts since everything is checked by both the 

countries equally 

 No prescribed timeframes 

 Most MLATs have not been updated with the changing technology.  

 Politically driven process in both the countries.  

 Often there is a reluctance in data sharing due to the fear of unknown 

consequences 

 They are also against the right to privacy of the individuals since at 

times foreign nations can access the citizen’s data without their 

knowledge.  

 Improvements suggested 

 Improve efficiency for lawful government requests 

 Reduce incentives for government interference with private sector 

platforms and networks 

 Provide clarity for users, governments, and companies, on the 

treatment of user data 

 Ensure the system for cross border data requests protects user rights.  

 No blanket surveillance must be permitted.  

 Introducing transparency in the process 

 Fixing timeframes for effective implementation.  

 Conclusion The MLAT system has been in the picture for a very long time. 

However, the outcomes of the process are not commensurate with the efforts it 

requires. Thus there remains a persistent need to streamline the process and improve 

it significantly.  

 

5. While e-Commerce threatens brick-and-mortar shops, it is because of them that the 

customer has emerged a winner. Comment. Also, highlight the issues related to 

ecommerce and suggest solutions.  

 Introduction The rise of e-Commerce has seen great opposition from the regular 

brick and mortar shops. This has been the key issue since the web sellers have better 

access to funds, domestic or otherwise; which are unavailable to the regular sellers.  

 Body 

 Begin your answer by giving a brief background of the situation 

 Mention the reasons for the opposition from regular shops 

 FDI for the web sellers 

 Issues related to predatory pricing 

 Wide variety can be offered online without maintaining the actual 

stock.  

 How did customers emerge as a winner 

 Convenience of delivery at the door 
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 Deals and offers on products 

 Anytime shopping.  

 Reduced pricing due to a rising competition.  

 Highlight the challenges that are associated with ecommerce 

 Data privacy 

 Customer manipulation to increase consumerism 

 Completely allowing FDI can create survival issues for the regular 

merchants.  

 Flouting of competition norms.  

 Mention some solutions 

 Retaining the current model of FDI in inventory based e-stores 

 Better implementation of the competition norms.  

 On the other hand, avoid excessive policy intervention in free market 

economics.  

 Conclusion The e-commerce has led to better service delivery by the merchants. 

Also, there has been a decline in the prices due to competition from the web sellers. 

Thus, customer has become the ultimate winner. However, ecommerce can be used to 

swing the preferences of the customers. Hence they must be adequately regulated.   
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