Q.1) Consider the following statements:
1. State Legislature can prescribe residence as a
condition for certain employment in a State.
2. The State can provide for reservation of
appointments in favour of any backward
class that is not adequately represented in the
state services.
Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans) b
Exp) Statement 1 is incorrect. (Article
35(a)(i))Parliament shall have and the legislature
of a state shall not have power to make laws a) Prescribing residence as a condition for
certain employments or appointments in a
state or union territory or local authority
or other authority (Article 16).
b) Empowering courts other than the Supreme
Court and the high courts to issue directions,
orders and writs of all kinds for the
enforcement of fundamental rights (Article
32).
c) Restricting or abrogating the application of
Fundamental Rights to members of armed
forces, police forces, etc. (Article 33).
d) Indemnifying any government servant or any
other person for any act done during the
operation of martial law in any area (Article
34).
Statement 2 is correct. Article 16 provides for
equality of opportunity for all citizens in matters
of employment or appointment to any office
under the State. No citizen can be discriminated
against or be ineligible for any employment or
office under the State on grounds of only religion,
race, caste, sex, descent, place of birth or
residence. There are three exceptions to this

general rule of equality of opportunity in public
employment:
1. Parliament can prescribe residence as a
condition for certain employment or
appointment in a state or union territory or
local authority or other authority. As the
Public Employment (Requirement as to
Residence) Act of 1957 expired in 1974,
there is no such provision for any state except
Andhra Pradesh and Telangana.
2. The State can provide for reservation of
appointments or posts in favour of any
backward class that is not adequately
represented in the state services.
3. A law can provide that the incumbent of an
office related to religious or denominational
institution or a member of its governing body
should belong to a particular religion or
denomination.
Source) Page 166, 195 laxmikanth 5th edition
Q 2.) Which of the following provisions of the
Constitution seek to achieve political equality in
India?
1. No person is to be declared ineligible for
inclusion in electoral rolls on grounds of
religion, race, caste or sex.
2. Equality of opportunity in matters of public
employment.
3. Elections to the Lok Sabha and the state
assemblies to be on the basis of adult
suffrage.
4. Abolition of untouchability.
Select the correct answer using the code given
below.
a) 1 and 3 only
b) 1, 3 and 4 only
c) 2 and 4 only
d) 1, 2, 3 and 4
Ans) a
Exp) The term ‘equality’ means the absence of
special privileges to any section of the society,

and the provision of adequate opportunities for all
individuals without any discrimination.
The Preamble secures to all citizens of India
equality of status and opportunity. This provision
embraces three dimensions of equality—civic,
political and economic.
The following provisions of the chapter on
Fundamental Rights ensure civic equality:
a) Equality before the law (Article 14).
b) Prohibition of discrimination on grounds of
religion, race, caste, sex or place of birth
(Article 15).
c) Equality of opportunity in matters of
public employment (Article 16).
d) Abolition of untouchability (Article 17).
e) Abolition of titles (Article 18).
Hence, statements 2 and 4 are incorrect.
There are two provisions in the Constitution that
seek to achieve political equality. One, no
person is to be declared ineligible for inclusion in
electoral rolls on grounds of religion, race, caste
or sex (Article 325). Two, elections to the Lok
Sabha and the state assemblies to be on the basis
of adult suffrage (Article 326). Hence,
statements 1 and 3 are correct.
The Directive Principles of State Policy (Article
39) secures to men and women equal right to an
adequate means of livelihood and equal pay for
equal work.
Source) Indian Polity by M Laxmikant; Chapter
– 4: Preamble of the Constitution; Topic –
Equality.

Ans ) c
Explanation
Statement 1 is correct: The distribution of
legislative powers between the Centre and the
states is rigid. Consequently, the Centre cannot
delegate its legislative powers to the states and a
single state cannot request the Parliament to make
a law on a state subject. The distribution of
executive power in general follows the
distribution of legislative powers. But such a rigid
division in the executive sphere may lead to
occasional conflicts between the two. Hence, the
Constitution provides for inter-government
delegation of executive functions in order to
mitigate rigidity and avoid a situation of
deadlock.
Statement 2 is correct: The Constitution
(Article 258) also makes a provision for the
entrustment of the executive functions of the
Centre to a state without the consent of that state.
But, in this case, the delegation is by the
Parliament and not by the president. Thus, a law
made by the Parliament on the subject of the
Union List can confer powers and impose duties
on a state, or authorise the conferring of powers
and imposition of duties by the Centre upon a
state (irrespective of the consent of the state
concerned). Notably, the same thing cannot be
done by the state legislature.
Source) Laxmikanth Page no 14.5

Q. 3. ) Consider the following statements
1. The distribution of legislative powers
between the centre and the states is rigid.
2. Parliament can entrust an executive function
of the centre to state even without its consent.
Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Q. 4) Consider the following statements:
1. The qualifications of the chairman and
members of the Finance Commission and the
manner in which they should be selected are
given in the Finance Commission Act, 1951.
2. The recommendations made by the Finance
Commission are binding on the government.
3. A judge of high court is qualified to become
a member of the Finance Commission.

Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3
Ans) c
Exp) Statement 1 is correct. Article 280 of the
Constitution of India provides for a Finance
Commission as a quasi-judicial body. It is
constituted by the president of India every fifth
year or at such earlier time as he considers
necessary.
Composition: The Finance Commission consists
of a chairman and four other members to be
appointed by the president. They hold office for
such period as specified by the president in his
order. They are eligible for reappointment. The
Constitution authorises the Parliament to
determine the qualifications of members of the
commission and the manner in which they should
be selected. Accordingly, the Parliament has
specified the qualifications of the chairman and
members of the commission in the Finance
Commission Act 1951.
The chairman should be a person having
experience in public affairs and the four other
members should be selected from amongst the
following:
1. A judge of high court or one qualified to be
appointed as one.
2. A person who has specialised knowledge of
finance and accounts of the government.
3. A person who has wide experience in
financial matters and in administration.
4. A person who has special knowledge of
economics.
Hence, statement 1 and 3 are correct.
Statement 2 is incorrect. The recommendations
made by the Finance Commission are only of
advisory nature and hence, not binding on the
government. It is up to the Union government to
implement its recommendations on granting
money to the states. To put it in other words, ‘It
is nowhere laid down in the Constitution that the

recommendations of the commission shall be
binding upon the Government of India or that it
would give rise to a legal right in favour of the
beneficiary states to receive the money
recommended to be offered to them by the
Commission’.
As rightly observed by Dr. P.V. Rajamannar, the
Chairman of the Fourth Finance Commission,
“Since the Finance Commission is a
constitutional body expected to be quasi-judicial,
its recommendations should not be turned down
by the Government of India unless there are very
compelling reasons”.
Source) Indian Polity by M Laxmikant; Chapter
– 45: Finance Commission.
Q. 5) With reference to the sessions of
Parliament, what is/are the difference/differences
between Adjournment and Prorogation?
1. Adjournment is done by presiding officer
of the House whereas prorogation is done
by the President of India.
2. All the bills pending before the House
lapse on the prorogation of the House.
3. Adjournment only terminates a sitting of
the House whereas prorogation not only
terminates a sitting but also a session of the
House.
Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?
a) 1 and 3 only
b) 2 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 3 only
Ans) a
Exp) Adjournment:
1. It only terminates a sitting and not a
session of the House.
2. It is done by presiding officer of the
House.
3. It does not affect the bills or any other
business pending before the House and the
same can be resumed when the House
meets again.
Prorogation:

1. It not only terminates a sitting but also a
session of the House.
2. It is done by the President of India.
3. It also does not affect the bills or any
other business pending before the
House. However, all pending notices
(other than those for introducing bills)
lapse on prorogation and fresh notices have
to be given for the next session. In Britain,
prorogation brings to an end all bills or any
other business pending before the House.
Hence, statements 1 and 3 are correct but
statement 2 is incorrect.
Source) Indian Polity by M Laxmikant;
Chapter – 22: Parliament; Topic – Table 22.1
Adjournment vs Prorogation.
Q. 6) Consider the following statements
regarding Proportional Representation (PR)
System?
1. Every party gets seats in the legislature in
proportion to the percentage of votes that it
gets in an election.
2. Under this system, a candidate who wins the
election may not get the majority of votes.
3. The Constitution of India prescribes this
system for the elections to the Rajya Sabha
and Vidhan Parishads.
Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3
Ans) c
Exp)
Statement 1 is correct. Under the system of
Proportional representation every party gets seats
in the legislature in proportion to the percentage
of votes that it gets in an election.

Statement 2 is incorrect. Under the PR system,
a candidate who wins the election gets majority
votes.
Statement 3 is correct. The Constitution
prescribes the Proportional Representation
system for the election of President, Vice
President, and for the elections to the Rajya Sabha
and Vidhan Parishads.
Source) page 59/60, chapter 3 (Election and
representation) Indian constitution at work class
11th
Q 7) Consider the following statements
1. President in consultation with Chief Justice
of India can extend or exclude the jurisdiction
of the High Court from any Union Territory.
2. President of India in consultation with
Governor of the State determines the strength
of a High Court.
3. A distinguished Jurist can become Judge of
Supreme Court but not of High Court.

Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 3 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1 and 3 only
Ans) b
Exp) Statement 1 is incorrect: The Constitution
of India (Article 214) provides for a high court
for each state, but the Seventh Amendment Act of
1956 authorised the Parliament to establish a
common high court for two or more states or for
two or more states and a union territory. At
present, there are 24 high courts in the country.
Out of them, four are common high courts. Delhi
is the only union territory that has a high court of
its own (since 1966). The other union territories
fall under the jurisdiction of different state high
courts. The Parliament can extend the
jurisdiction of the high court to any union
territory or exclude the jurisdiction of the high
court from any union territory.
Statement 2 is incorrect: Every high court
(whether exclusive or common) consists of a
chief justice and such other judges as the
president may from time to time deem necessary
to appoint. Thus, the Constitution does not
specify the strength of a high court and leaves it
to the discretion of the president. Accordingly,
the President determines the strength of a high
court from time to time depending upon its
workload.
Statement 3 is correct: Under Article 124 of
the Constitution- A person to be appointed as a
judge of the Supreme Court should have the
following qualifications:
1. He should be a citizen of India.
2. (a) He should have been a judge of a High
Court (or high courts in succession) for five
years; or (b) He should have been an advocate

of a High Court (or High Courts in
succession) for ten years; or (c) He should be
a distinguished jurist in the opinion of the
president.
Under Article 217 of the Constitution-A person
to be appointed as a judge of a high court, should
have the following qualifications:
1. He should be a citizen of India.
2. (a) He should have held a judicial office in
the territory of India for ten years; or
(b) He should have been an advocate of a high
court (or high courts in succession) for ten years.
From the above, it is clear that the Constitution
has not prescribed a minimum age for
appointment as a judge of a high court. Moreover,
unlike in the case of the Supreme Court, the
Constitution makes no provision for
appointment of a distinguished jurist as a
judge of a high court.
Source) Laxmikanth Page no 34.1 and 34.2
Q. 8) In context of the Indian Constitution, the
violation of which of the following rights will not
have a Constitutional Remedy?
a) Right to agitate for the protection of
language.
b) Right of a ten year old child to get free
elementary education by the State.
c) Right to participate in the management of the
Industries.
d) Right against custodial harassment.
Ans) c
Exp) Option a is correct. Supreme Court held
that the right to conserve the language (Article
29(1)) includes the right to agitate for the
protection of the language. Hence, the political
speeches or promises made for the conservation
of the language of a section of the citizens does

not amount to corrupt practice under the
Representation of the People Act, 1951.
Option b is correct. Article 21 A declares that
the State shall provide free and compulsory
education to all children of the age of six to
fourteen years in such a manner as the State may
determine. Thus, this provision makes only
elementary education a Fundamental Right and
not higher or professional education.
Option c is incorrect. Article 43 A of
Constitution talks of Participation of workers in
the management of Industries which is a directive
principle , hence no constitutional remedy.
Option d is correct. Right against custodial
harassment is fundamental right enumerated
under Article 21

Statement 2 is correct. Notably, the ‘Territory
of India’ is a wider expression than the ‘Union
of India’ as per Article 1 because the latter
includes only states while the former includes not
only the states but also union territories and
territories that may be acquired by the
Government of India at any future time. The
states are the members of the federal system and
share a distribution of powers with the Centre.
The union territories and the acquired territories,
on the other hand, are directly administered by the
Central government.

Source) Page 176, 177, 185 of Laxmikanth

Q10. Consider the following statements
regarding Public Service Commissions
1. Members of state service commission are
appointed by the Governor but cannot be
removed by Governor
2. President can establish a Joint Public Service
commission if requested by two or more
states.
3. UPSC can serve the needs of state but only
with the approval of President
Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) All of the above

Q9. Consider the following statements:
1. The term ‘Bharat’ is not mentioned anywhere
in the Constitution.
2. ‘Territory of India’ represents more territory
than ‘Union of India’.
Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans) b
Exp) Statement 1 is incorrect. Article 1
describes India, that is, Bharat as a ‘Union of
States’ rather than a ‘Federation of States’. This
provision deals with two things: one, the name of
the country, and two, type of polity. There was no
unanimity in the Constituent Assembly with
regard to the name of the country. Some members
suggested the traditional name (Bharat) while
other advocated the modern name (India). Hence,
the Constituent Assembly had to adopt a mix of
both (‘India, that is, Bharat’)

Source) Indian Polity by M Laxmikant; Chapter
– 5 : Union and its Territory; Topic – Union of
States.

Ans: - c
Exp)
Statement 1 is correct: The Chairman and
members of a state public service commission,
though appointed by the governor of the state, can
be removed only by the President.
Statement 2 is incorrect: The Parliament can
establish a Joint State Public Service Commission

(JSPSC) for two or more states on the request of
the state legislatures concerned. The chairman
and members of the JSPSC are appointed by the
president.
Statement 3 is correct: The Union Public
Service Commission (UPSC) can serve the needs
of a state on the request of the state governor and
with the approval of the President.
Source) Laxmikanth Page No 14.6
Q11. “On November 5 this year, the Police of a
State killed 5 alleged kidnappers in a midnight
shootout. Many NGOs and human rights activists
have questioned the authenticity of the Police
version.”
With respect to this situation, consider the
following statements about the National Human
Rights Commission:
1. The Commission can suo motu inquire if
there is any violation of human rights.
2. The commission is not empowered to inquire
into any matter after the expiry of one month.
Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans) a
Exp) The National Human Rights Commission is
a statutory (and not a constitutional) body. It was
established in 1993 under a legislation enacted by
the Parliament, namely, the Protection of Human
Rights Act, 19931. This Act was amended in
2006. The commission is the watchdog of human
rights in the country, that is, the rights relating to
life, liberty, equality and dignity of the individual
guaranteed by the Constitution or embodied in
the international covenants and enforceable by
courts in India.

The functions of the National Human Rights
Commission are:
a) To inquire into any violation of human rights
or negligence in the prevention of such
violation by a public servant, either suo
motu or on a petition presented to it or on
an order of a court.
b) To intervene in any proceeding involving
allegation of violation of human rights
pending before a court.
c) To visit jails and detention places to study the
living conditions of inmates and make
recommendation thereon.
d) To review the constitutional and other legal
safeguards for the protection of human rights
and recommend measures for their effective
implementation.
e) To review the factors including acts of
terrorism that inhibit the enjoyment of human
rights and recommend remedial measures.
f) To study treaties and other international
instruments on human rights and make
recommendations for their effective
implementation.
g) To undertake and promote research in the
field of human rights.
h) To spread human rights literacy among the
people and promote awareness of the
safeguards available for the protection of
these rights.
i) To encourage the efforts of nongovernmental organisations (NGOs) working
in the field of human rights.
j) To undertake such other functions as it may
consider necessary for the promotion of
human rights.
The commission is not empowered to inquire
into any matter after the expiry of one year
from the date on which the act constituting
violation of human rights is alleged to have been
committed. In other words, it can look into the
matter within one year of its occurrence.

Hence, statement 1 is correct but statement 2
is incorrect.
Source) Indian Polity by M Laxmikant; Chapter
– 53: National Human Rights Commission.
Q12. Consider the following statements:
1. The three sessions of Parliament namely
budget session, monsoon session and
winter session are not mentioned in the
Constitution.
2. The Lok Sabha Speaker from time to time
summons lower house of Parliament to
meet.
Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans) a
Exp) Statement 1 is correct but statement 2
is incorrect. The President from time to time
summons each House of Parliament to meet.
The maximum gap between two sessions of
Parliament cannot be more than six months.
In other words, the Parliament should meet at
least twice a year. The Constitution does not
mention the three sessions of Parliament –
budget session, monsoon winter and winter
session.
Source) Indian Polity by M Laxmikant;
Chapter – 22: Parliament; Topic – Sessions of
Parliament Summoning.
Q13. With reference to “Gram Nyayalayas”
sometimes seen in the news, consider the
following statements?
1. It has power to hear both criminal and civil
cases.
2. These Nyayalayas shall be guided by the
principles of natural justice.
3. Both Local social activists and lawyers can
act as mediators or conciliator.

Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3
Ans) d
Exp) Statement 1 is correct. The Gram
Nyayalaya shall try criminal cases, civil suits,
claims or disputes which are specified in the First
Schedule and the Second Schedule to the Act.
Statement 2 is correct. The Gram Nyayalaya
shall not be bound by the rules of evidence
provided in the Indian Evidence Act, 1872 but
shall be guided by the principles of natural justice
and subject to any rules made by the High Court.
Statement 3 is correct. The Gram Nyayalaya
Act, which was enacted by Parliament in 2008
and came into effect in October 2009, mandates
setting up of village courts. The Act aims at
making justice easily accessible to the rural
population and dealing with the backlog of cases.
The Act also makes the judicial process
participatory and decentralised because it allows
appointment of local social activists and lawyers
as mediators/ conciliators.
About Gram Nyayalayas
The Gram Nyayalayas Act, 2008 has been
enacted to provide for the establishment of the
Gram Nyayalayas at the grass roots level for the
purposes of providing access to justice to the
citizens at their doorsteps and to ensure that
opportunities for securing justice are not denied
to any citizen due to social, economic or other
disabilities.
The salient features of the Gram Nyayalayas
Act are as follows:
● The Gram Nyayalaya shall be court of
Judicial Magistrate of the first class and its
presiding officer (Nyayadhikari) shall be
appointed by the State Government in
consultation with the High Court.

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

The Gram Nyayalaya shall be established for
every Panchayat at intermediate level or a
group of contiguous Panchayats at
intermediate level in a district or where there
is no Panchayat at intermediate level in any
State, for a group of contiguous Panchayats.
The Nyayadhikaris who will preside over
these Gram Nyayalayas are strictly judicial
officers and will be drawing the same salary,
deriving the same powers as First Class
Magistrates working under High Courts.
The Gram Nyayalaya shall be a mobile court
and shall exercise the powers of both
Criminal and Civil Courts.
The seat of the Gram Nyayalaya will be
located at the headquarters of the
intermediate Panchayat, they will go to
villages, work there and dispose of the cases.
The Central as well as the State Governments
have been given power to amend the First
Schedule and the Second Schedule of the
Act, as per their respective legislative
competence.
The Gram Nyayalaya shall follow summary
procedure in criminal trial.
The Gram Nyayalaya shall exercise the
powers of a Civil Court with certain
modifications and shall follow the special
procedure as provided in the Act.
The Gram Nyayalaya shall try to settle
disputes as far as possible by bringing about
conciliation between the parties and for this
purpose, it shall make use of the conciliators
to be appointed for this purpose.
The judgment and order passed by the Gram
Nyayalaya shall be deemed to be a decree and
to avoid delay in its execution, the Gram
Nyayalaya shall follow summary procedure
for its execution.
Appeal in criminal cases shall lie to the Court
of Session, which shall be heard and disposed

●

●

of within a period of six months from the date
of filing of such appeal.
Appeal in civil cases shall lie to the District
Court, which shall be heard and disposed of
within a period of six months from the date
of filing of the appeal.
A person accused of an offence may file an
application for plea bargaining.

Source)
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/andhra
-pradesh/illegal-sand-operators-in-state-facepenalty-of-2-lakh-and-prisontime/article29966026.ece
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/coverage/where
-are-rural-courts-44754
Page 670/671 of laxmikanth 5th edition
Q14. Consider the following statements
1. The word “Cabinet” is nowhere mentioned in
the constitution.
2. Total number of ministers excluding Prime
Minister shall not exceed 15 percent of total
strength of Lok Sabha.
3. On dissolution of Lok Sabha, the Council of
Minister ceases to hold office immediately.
Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) None of the above
Ans) d
Exp) Statement 1 is incorrect: Cabinet is
mentioned in Article 352 of the Constitution. The
President can proclaim a national emergency only
after receiving a written recommendation from
the cabinet. This means that the emergency can
be declared only on the concurrence of the
cabinet and not merely on the advice of the prime
minister. In 1975, the then Prime Minister, Indira

Gandhi advised the president to proclaim
emergency without consulting her cabinet. The
cabinet was informed of the proclamation after it
was made, as a fait accompli. The 44th
Amendment Act of 1978 introduced this
safeguard to eliminate any possibility of the
prime minister alone taking a decision in this
regard.
Statement 2 is incorrect: Article 75—Other
Provisions as to Ministers
1. The Prime Minister shall be appointed by the
President and the other Ministers shall be
appointed by the President on the advice of
the Prime Minister.
2. The total number of ministers, including the
Prime Minister, in the Council of Ministers
shall not exceed 15% of the total strength
of the Lok Sabha. This provision was added
by the 91st Amendment Act of 2003.
3. A member of either house of Parliament
belonging to any political party who is
disqualified on the ground of defection shall
also be disqualified to be appointed as a
minister. This provision was also added by
the 91st Amendment Act of 2003.
4. The ministers shall hold office during the
pleasure of the President.
5. The council of ministers shall be collectively
responsible to the Lok Sabha.
6. The President shall administer the oaths of
office and secrecy to a minister.
7. A minister who is not a member of the
Parliament (either house) for any period of
six consecutive months shall cease to be a
minister.
8. The salaries and allowances of ministers shall
be determined by the Parliament.
Statement 3 is incorrect: Article 74 provides for
a council of ministers with the Prime Minister at
the head to aid and advise the President in the
exercise of his functions. The 42nd and 44th

Constitutional Amendment Acts have made the
advice binding on the President.
In 1971, the Supreme Court held that ‘even after
the dissolution of the Lok Sabha, the council of
ministers does not cease to hold office. Article 74
is mandatory and, therefore, the president cannot
exercise the executive power without the aid and
advise of the council of ministers. Any exercise
of executive power without the aid and advice
will be unconstitutional as being violative of
Article 74.
Source) Laxmikanth Page no 16.2, 20.1 and 20.2
Q15. With reference to Constitutional
Amendment Bill, consider the following
statements:
1. It can be introduced in either house of the
Parliament and does not require prior
permission of the President.
2. The bill can be introduced either by a minister
or by a private member.
3. There is a provision of joint sitting in case of
a deadlock regarding the passing of a bill
between the two houses of Parliament.
4. If the bill seeks to amend the provision of
elections to Parliament and State legislatures,
the law requires the bill to be backed by each
house of the parliament and passed by a
majority of two-thirds of the total
membership of that house present and voting.
Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?
a) 1, 2 and 3 only
b) 2, 3 and 4 only
c) 1 and 2 only
d) All of the above
Ans) c
Exp) PROCEDURE FOR AMENDMENT.
The procedure for the amendment of the
Constitution as laid down in Article 368 is as
follows:

1. An amendment of the Constitution can be
initiated only by the introduction of a bill
for the purpose in either House of
Parliament and not in the state
legislatures.
2. The bill can be introduced either by a
minister or by a private member and does
not require prior permission of the
president. Hence Statement 1 and 2 are
correct.
3. The bill must be passed in each House by a
special majority, that is, a majority (that is,
more than 50 per cent) of the total
membership of the House and a majority of
two-thirds of the members of the House
present and voting.
4. Each House must pass the bill separately. In
case of a disagreement between the two
Houses, there is no provision for holding a
joint sitting of the two Houses for the
purpose of deliberation and passage of the
bill.Hence statement 3 is incorrect.
5. If the bill seeks to amend the federal
provisions of the Constitution, it must also be
ratified by the legislatures of half of the states
by a simple majority, that is, a majority of the
members of the House present and voting.
6. After duly passed by both the Houses of
Parliament and ratified by the state
legislatures, where necessary, the bill is
presented to the president for assent.
7. The president must give his assent to the bill.
He can neither withhold his assent to the bill
nor return the bill for reconsideration of the
Parliament.
8. After the president’s assent, the bill becomes
an Act (i.e., a constitutional amendment act)
and the Constitution stands amended in
accordance with the terms of the Act.
Statement 4 is incorrect. Simple Majority is
required for amending the provisions of Elections
to Parliament and state legislatures.

Source) Page 235, 236 of Laxmikanth
Q16. “Mr. X was born in Guyana. His
grandfather, who was born in India migrated to
Guyana in 1930s. He wants to acquire Indian
citizenship. He has approached Indian High
Commission in Guyana for this purpose.”
Consider the following statements regarding his
eligibility for Indian citizenship:
1. He is not eligible because his grandfather
migrated
from
India
before
the
commencement of the Constitution.
2. He is eligible because his grandfather was
born in India.
Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans) b
Exp) According to the Constitution, the
following four categories of persons became the
citizens of India at its commencement i.e., on 26
January, 1950:
1. A person who had his domicile in India and
also fulfilled any one of the three conditions,
viz., if he was born in India; or if either of his
parents were born in India; or if he has been
ordinarily resident in India for five years
immediately before the commencement of
the Constitution, became a citizen of India
(Article 5).
2. A person who migrated to India from
Pakistan became an Indian citizen if he or
either of his parents or any of his
grandparents was born in undivided India and
also fulfilled any one of the two conditions
viz., in case he migrated to India before July
19, 1948, he had been ordinarily resident in
India since the date of his migration; or in

case he migrated to India on or after July 19,
1948, he had been registered as a citizen of
India. But, a person could be so registered
only if he had been resident in India for six
months preceding the date of his application
for registration (Article 6).
3. A person who migrated to Pakistan from
India after March 1, 1947, but later
returned to India for resettlement could
become an Indian citizen. For this, he had to
be resident in India for six months preceding
the date of his application for registration
(Article 7).
4. A person who, or any of whose parents or
grandparents, was born in undivided India
but who is ordinarily residing outside India
shall become an Indian citizen if he has been
registered as a citizen of India by the
diplomatic or consular representative of India
in the country of his residence, whether
before or after the commencement of the
Constitution. Thus, this provision covers the
overseas Indians who may want to acquire
Indian citizenship (Article 8). Hence,
statement 1 is incorrect but statement 2 is
correct.
Source) Indian Polity by M Laxmikant; Chapter
– 6 : Citizenship; Topic – Constitutional
Provisions.
Q17. Consider the following statements
1. President can establish a common High Court
for two or more states
2. During emergency state governments are
brought under complete control of Centre but
are not suspended.
Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only

c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: - b
Exp)
Statement 1 is incorrect: Article 231 states that
Parliament can establish a common high court
for two or more states. For example, Maharashtra
and goa or Punjab and Haryana have a common
high court.
Statement 2 is correct: During the operation of
a national emergency (under Article 352), the
Centre becomes entitled to give executive
directions to a state on any matter. Thus, the state
governments are brought under the complete
control of the Centre, though they are not
suspended.
Source) Laxmikanth Page No 14.6
Q18. In the light of recent changes in
representation of Anglo-Indian community in
legislatures, consider the following statements:
1. Till now, one seat in each State Legislative
Assembly and Two seats in the Lok Sabha
were reserved for the Anglo-Indian
community.
2. Special provision in services and educational
grants for Anglo-Indians will continue as
before.
Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans) d
Exp) Statement 1 is incorrect. The AngloIndian community was given representation
and not reservation of seats. It is clear from the
headings of Article 331 (Representation of the

Anglo-Indian community in the House of the
people) and Article 333 (Representation of the
Anglo-Indian community in the legislative
assemblies of the states). The seats were not
reserved. The President or the Governor was
empowered to nominated members (AngloIndian) if they the community was not
adequately represented.
Statement 2 is incorrect. Before independence,
certain posts were reserved for the Anglo-Indians
in the railway, customs, postal and telegraph
services of the Union. Similarly, the AngloIndian educational institutions were given certain
special grants by the Centre and the states. Both
the benefits were allowed to continue under the
Constitution on a progressive diminution basis
and finally came to an end in 1960.
Source) Indian Polity by M Laxmikant; Chapter
– 66 : Special Provisions Relating to Certain
Classes; Topic - Components of Special
Provisions.
Q19. A bill will be deemed to be a money bill if
it contains which of the following matters?
1. The regulation of the borrowing of money
by the Union government.
2. The withdrawal of money from
Contingency Fund of India.
3. The imposition of fines.
4. The imposition of any tax by any local
authority.
5. The appropriation of money out of the
Consolidated Fund of India.
Select the correct answer using the code given
below.
a) 1 and 5 only
b) 2, 3 and 5 only
c) 1, 2 and 5 only
d) 1, 2, 4 and 5
Ans) c
Exp) Money Bills: Article 110 of the
Constitution deals with the definition of
money bills. It states that a bill is deemed to
be a money bill if it contains ‘only’ provisions

dealing with all or any of the following
matters:
1. The imposition, abolition, remission,
alteration or regulation of any tax;
2. The regulation of the borrowing of money
by the Union government;
3. The custody of the Consolidated Fund of
India or the contingency fund of India, the
payment of moneys into or the withdrawal
of money from any such fund;
4. The appropriation of money out of the
Consolidated Fund of India;
5. Declaration of any expenditure charged on
the Consolidated Fund of India or
increasing the amount of any such
expenditure;
6. The receipt of money on account of the
Consolidated Fund of India or the public
account of India or the custody or issue of
such money, or the audit of the accounts of
the Union or of a state; or
7. Any matter incidental to any of the matters
specified above.
However, a bill is not to be deemed to be a
money bill by reason only that it provides for:
1. The imposition of fines or other pecuniary
penalties, or
2. The demand for payment of fees for
licenses or fees for services rendered; or
3. The imposition, abolition, remission,
alteration or regulation of any tax by any
local authority or body for local purposes.
If any question arises whether a bill is a money
bill or not, the decision of the Speaker of the
Lok Sabha is final. His decision in this regard
cannot be questioned in any court of law or in
either House of Parliament or even the
president. When a money bill is transmitted to
the Rajya Sabha for recommendation and
presented to the president for assent, the
Speaker endorses it as a money bill.
Source) Indian Polity by M Laxmikant;
Chapter – 22 : Parliament; Topic – Money
Bills.
Q20. Which of the following correctly
describes the Privilege Motion?

a) It is a motion moved for censuring the council
of ministers for specific policies and actions.
b) It is a motion moved by a member to censure
the concerned minister for giving wrong or
distorted facts before the house.
c) It is a motion moved by a member to cut short
the debate on a matter before the house.
d) It is a motion moved by a member to call the
attention of a minister to a matter of urgent
public importance before the house.
Ans) b
Exp)
Option a is incorrect. Censure Motion can be
moved against an individual minister or a group
of ministers or the entire council of ministers for
censuring the council of ministers for specific
policies and actions and it should state the reasons
for its adoption in the Lok Sabha. If it is passed in
the Lok Sabha, the council of ministers need not
resign from the office.
Option b is correct. Privilege Motion is
concerned with the breach of parliamentary
privileges by a minister. It is moved by a member
when he feels that a minister has committed a
breach of privilege of the House or one or more
of its members by withholding facts of a case or
by giving wrong or distorted facts. Its purpose is
to censure the concerned minister.
Option c is incorrect. Closure Motion is a
motion moved by a member to cut short the
debate on a matter before the House. If the motion
is approved by the House, debate is stopped
forthwith and the matter is put to vote
Option d is incorrect. Calling Attention
Motion is introduced in the Parliament by a
member to call the attention of a minister to a
matter of urgent public importance, and to seek
an authoritative statement from him on that
matter. Like the zero hour, it is also an Indian
innovation in the parliamentary procedure and
has been in existence since 1954. However,
unlike the zero hour, it is mentioned in the Rules
of Procedure

Source) Page 438/439 of laxmikanth 5th edition
Q21. “In Britain, every order of the King for any
public act is countersigned by a minister. If the
order is in violation of any law, the minister
would be held responsible and would be liable in
the court”.
It signifies which kind of responsibility
a) Individual responsibility
b) Legal responsibility
c) Collective responsibility
d) Penal responsibility
Ans) b
Exp) In Britain, every order of the King for any
public act is countersigned by a minister. If the
order is in violation of any law, the minister
would be held responsible and would be liable in
the court. The legally accepted phrase in Britain
is, “The king can do no wrong”. Hence, he cannot
be sued in any court.
In India, on the other hand, there is no provision
in the Constitution for the system of legal
responsibility of a minister. It is not required that
an order of the President for a public act should
be countersigned by a minister. Moreover, the
courts are barred from enquiring into the nature
of advice rendered by the ministers to the
president.
Source) Laxmikanth Page no 20.4
Q22. Which of the following principle is not
included under the Directive Principles of State
Policy in part IV of the Indian Constitution?
a) To promote the spread of the Hindi language
b) To promote cottage industries on cooperation basis in rural area.
c) To make participation of workers in the
management of the industry.
d) To promote voluntary formation of the
Cooperative society

Ans) a
Exp) Option b,c and d are principle mentioned
under DPSP.
While Option A is incorrect.
DIRECTIVES OUTSIDE PART IVApart from the Directives included in Part IV,
there are some other Directives contained in other
Parts of the Constitution. They are:
● Claims of SCs and STs to Services: The
claims of the members of the Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes shall be taken
into consideration, consistently with the
maintenance of efficiency of administration,
in the making of appointments to services and
posts in connection with the affairs of the
Union or a State (Article 335 in Part XVI).
● Instruction in mother tongue: It shall be the
endeavour of every state and every local
authority within the state to provide adequate
facilities for instruction in the mother-tongue
at the primary stage of education to children
belonging to linguistic minority groups
(Article 350-A in Part XVII).
● Development of the Hindi Language: It
shall be the duty of the Union to promote
the spread of the Hindi language and to
develop it so that it may serve as a medium of
expression for all the elements of the
composite culture of India (Article 351 in
Part XVII).
The above Directives are also non-justiciable in
nature. However, they are also given equal
importance and attention by the judiciary on the
ground that all parts of the constitution must be
read together.
Q23.With reference to a bill contemplating
reorganization of Indian States, consider the
following statements:
1. It can only be introduced in the Upper House
of the Parliament.

2. The President gives 30 days to the state
legislature concerned for expressing its
views.
3. This process is considered an amendment of
the Constitution under Article 368.
Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 3 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) None of the above
Ans) d
Exp) Article 3 authorises the Parliament to:
(a) form a new state by separation of territory
from any state or by uniting two or more states or
parts of states or by uniting any territory to a part
of any state,
(b) Increase the area of any state,
(c) Diminish the area of any state,
(d) Alter the boundaries of any state, and
(e) Alter the name of any state.
However, Article 3 lays down two conditions in
this regard: “one, a bill contemplating the above
changes can be introduced in the Parliament only
with the prior recommendation of the President;
and two, before recommending the bill, the
President has to refer the same to the state
legislature concerned for expressing its views
within a specified period.”
It is clear from the proviso of Article 3 that such
a bill can be introduced in any House of the
Parliament and the President gives a specified
period(30 days is not written in the
Constitution). Hence, statements 1 and 2 are
incorrect.
The President (or Parliament) is not bound by the
views of the state legislature and may either
accept or reject them, even if the views are
received in time. Further, it is not necessary to
make a fresh reference to the state legislature
every time an amendment to the bill is moved and

accepted in Parliament. In case of a union
territory, no reference need be made to the
concerned legislature to ascertain its views and
the Parliament can itself take any action as it
deems fit.
Statement 3 is incorrect. The Constitution
(Article 4) itself declares that laws made for
admission or establishment of new states (under
Article 2) and the formation of new states and
alteration of areas, boundaries or names of
existing states (under Articles 3) are not to be
considered as amendments of the Constitution
under Article 368. This means that such laws can
be passed by a simple majority and by the
ordinary legislative process.
Source) Indian Polity by M Laxmikant; Chapter
– 5 : Union and its Territory; Topic
– Parliament’s Power to Reorganise the States.
Q24. Consider the following statements
1. Central government can borrow within India
or outside upon the security of the
Consolidated Fund of India but within the
limits fixed by Parliament.
2. State cannot raise any loan without the
consent of the Centre, if there is still any
outstanding loan not paid to the centre
3. State government can borrow abroad upon
the security of the Consolidated Fund of the
State
Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) All of the above
Ans: - a
Explanation

Statement 1 is correct: As per Article 292, the
Central government can borrow either within
India or outside upon the security of the
Consolidated Fund of India or can give
guarantees, but both within the limits fixed by the
Parliament. So far, no such law has been enacted
by the Parliament.
Statement 2 is correct: As per Article 293 a
state cannot raise any loan without the consent of
the Centre, if there is still outstanding any part of
a loan made to the state by the Centre or in respect
of which a guarantee has been given by the
Centre.
Statement 3 is incorrect: As per Article 293, a
state government can borrow within India (and
not abroad) upon the security of the Consolidated
Fund of the State or can give guarantees, but both
within the limits fixed by the legislature of that
state.
Source) Laxmikanth Page no 14.11
Q25. Which of the following posts come under
the jurisdiction of Lokpal?
1. The Prime Minister
2. Group D Officers
3. Member of Parliament
4. Group A Officers
Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?
a) 1 and 4 only
b) 3 and 4 only
c) 1, 3 and 4
d) 1, 2, 3 and 4
Ans) d
Exp) The Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act (2013)
seeks to establish the institution of the Lokpal at
the Centre and Lokayukta at the level of the
State and thus seeks to provide a uniform
vigilance and anti-corruption road map for the
nation both at the Centre and in the States.

The jurisdiction of Lokpal includes the Prime
Minister, Ministers, Members of Parliament
and Groups A, B, C and D officers and officials
of the Central Government.
The Lokpal to consist of a Chairperson with a
maximum of 8 members of which 50% shall be
judicial members.
50% of the members of the Lokpal shall come
from amongst the SCs, STs, OBCs, minorities
and women.
Source) Indian Polity by M Laxmikant; Chapter
– 59: Lokpal and Lokayuktas; Topic - Features.
Q26. “The government cannot withdraw money
from the Consolidated Fund of India till the
enactment of the appropriation bill. This process
takes time and usually goes on till the end of
April. But the government needs money to carry
on its normal activities after the end of the
financial year on 31 March. To overcome this
functional difficulty, the Constitution has
authorised the Lok Sabha to make any grant in
advance in respect to the estimated expenditure
for a part of the financial year, pending the
completion of the voting of the demands for
grants and the enactment of the appropriation
bill.” This provision is known as
a) Vote of Credit
b) Vote on Account
c) Exceptional Grant
d) Advance Grant
Ans) b
Exp) Passing of Appropriation Bill : The
Constitution states that ‘no money shall be
withdrawn from the Consolidated Fund of
India except under appropriation made by
law’. Accordingly, an appropriation bill is
introduced to provide for the appropriation, out
of the Consolidated Fund of India to meet:
a) The grants voted by the Lok Sabha.
b) The expenditure charged on the
Consolidated Fund of India.

The Appropriation Bill becomes the
Appropriation Act after it is assented to by the
President. This act authorises (or legalises) the
payments from the Consolidated Fund of India.
This means that the government cannot
withdraw money from the Consolidated
Fund of India till the enactment of the
appropriation bill. This takes time and
usually goes on till the end of April. But the
government needs money to carry on its
normal activities after 31 March (the end of the
financial year). To overcome this functional
difficulty, the Constitution has authorised the
Lok Sabha to make any grant in advance in
respect to the estimated expenditure for a part
of the financial year, pending the completion
of the voting of the demands for grants and the
enactment of the appropriation bill. This
provision is known as the ‘vote on account’.
It is passed (or granted) after the general
discussion on budget is over. It is generally
granted for two months for an amount
equivalent to one-sixth of the total estimation.
Vote of Credit : It is granted for meeting an
unexpected demand upon the resources of
India, when on account of the magnitude or the
indefinite character of the service, the demand
cannot be stated with the details ordinarily
given in a budget. Hence, it is like a blank
cheque given to the Executive by the Lok
Sabha.
Exceptional Grant : It is granted for a special
purpose and forms no part of the current
service of any financial year.
Advance Grant : There is no such provision
as advance grant.
Source) Indian Polity by M Laxmikant;
Chapter – 22 : Parliament; Topic – Passing of
Appropriation Bill.
Q27.Which of the following is not the
compulsory provision of 73rd Amendment Act
a) Indirect elections to the post of chairperson
of Panchayats at the intermediate and district
levels.

b) Granting financial powers to the Panchayats,
to authorize them to levy, collect and
appropriate taxes.
c) Constitution of a State Finance Commission
after every five years.
d) Organisation of Gram Sabha in a village or
group of villages.
Ans) b
Exp) Compulsory and voluntary provision under
73rd Amendment Act are as follows
A. Compulsory Provisions
1. Organisation of Gram Sabha in a village
or group of villages.
2. Establishment of panchayats at the village,
intermediate and district levels.
3. Direct elections to all seats in panchayats at
the village, intermediate and district levels.
4. Indirect elections to the post of
chairperson of panchayats at the
intermediate and district levels.
5. 21 years to be the minimum age for
contesting elections to panchayats.
6. Reservation of seats (both members and
chairpersons) for SCs and STs in panchayats
at all three levels.
7. Reservation of one-third seats (both members
and chairpersons) for women in panchayats
at all the three levels.
8. Fixing tenure of five years for panchayats at
all levels and holding fresh elections within
six months in the event of supersession of any
panchayat.
9. Establishment of a State Election
Commission for conducting elections to the
panchayats.
10. Constitution of a State Finance
Commission after every five years to
review the financial position of the
panchayats.

B. Voluntary Provisions
1. Giving representation to members of the
Parliament (both the Houses) and the state
legislature (both the Houses) in the
panchayats at different levels falling within
their constituencies.
2. Providing reservation of seats (both members
and chairpersons) for backward classes in
panchayats at any level.
3. Granting powers and authority to the
panchayats to enable them to function as
institutions of self-government (in brief,
making them autonomous bodies).
4. Devolution of powers and responsibilities
upon panchayats to prepare plans for
economic development and social justice;
and to perform some or all of the 29 functions
listed in the Eleventh Schedule of the
Constitution.
5. Granting financial powers to the
panchayats, that is, authorizing them to
levy, collect and appropriate taxes, duties,
tolls and fees.
Source) Laxmikanth page no. 38.10 and 38.11
Q28. Consider the following statements:
1. The source of Parliamentary privileges is
Privileges of Parliament Act 1951.
2. The Attorney General of India enjoys
Parliamentary privileges while taking part
in the proceedings of a House of
Parliament of any of its committees.
Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans) b
Exp) Parliamentary privileges are special
rights, immunities and exemptions enjoyed by
the two Houses of Parliament, their

committees and their members. They are
necessary in order to secure the independence
and effectiveness of their actions. Without
these privileges, the Houses can neither
maintain their authority, dignity and honour
nor can protect their members from any
obstruction in the discharge of their
parliamentary responsibilities.
Statement 1 is incorrect. Originally, the
Constitution
(Article
105)
expressly
mentioned two privileges, that is, freedom of
speech in Parliament and right of publication
of its proceedings. With regard to other
privileges, it provided that they were to be the
same as those of the British House of
Commons, its committees and its members on
the date of its commencement (ie, 26 January,
1950), until defined by Parliament. The 44th
Amendment Act of 1978 provided that the
other privileges of each House of Parliament,
its committees and its members are to be those
which they had on the date of its
commencement (ie, 20 June, 1979), until
defined by Parliament.
This means that the position with regard to
other privileges remains the same. In other
words, the amendment has made only verbal
changes by dropping a direct reference to the
British House of Commons, without making
any change in the implication of the provision.
It should be noted here that the Parliament, till
now, has not made any special law to
exhaustively codify all the privileges. There
is no act of Parliament named as Privileges
of Parliament Act 1951.
Statement 2 is correct. The Constitution has
also extended the parliamentary privileges
to those persons who are entitled to speak and
take part in the proceedings of a House of
Parliament or any of its committees. These
include the attorney general of India and
Union ministers. It must be clarified here that
the parliamentary privileges do not extend to
the President who is also an integral part of
the Parliament.

Source) Indian Polity by M Laxmikant;
Chapter
–
22:
Parliament;
Topic
– Parliamentary Privileges.
Q29. Consider the following statements:
1. Charter Act of 1853: It extended the
Company’s rule over the Indian territories for
the next five years.
2. Indian Councils Act of 1861: It separated, for
the first time, the legislative and executive
functions of the Governor-General’s council.
3. Morley-Minto Reforms: It introduced, for the
first time, local representation in the Indian
Legislative Council.
Which of the statements given above is/are
incorrect?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 only
c) 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3
Ans) d
Exp) All the statements are incorrect.
Features of the Charter Act of 1853:
1. It separated, for the first time, the
legislative and executive functions of the
Governor-General’s council. It provided for
the addition of six new members called
legislative councilors to the council. In other
words, it established a separate GovernorGeneral’s legislative council which came to
be known as the Indian (Central) Legislative
Council. This legislative wing of the council
functioned as a mini-Parliament, adopting the
same procedures as the British Parliament.
Thus, legislation, for the first time, was
treated as a special function of the
government, requiring special machinery and
special process. Hence statement 2 is
incorrect.
2. It introduced an open competition system of
selection and recruitment of civil servants.

The covenanted civil service was thus thrown
open to the Indians also. Accordingly, the
Macaulay Committee (the Committee on the
Indian Civil Service) was appointed in 1854.
3. It extended the Company’s rule and
allowed it to retain the possession of Indian
territories on trust for the British Crown. But
it did not specify any particular period,
unlike the previous Charters. This was a clear
indication that the Company’s rule could be
terminated at any time the Parliament liked.
Hence statement 1 is incorrect.
4. It introduced, for the first time, local
representation in the Indian (Central)
Legislative Council. Of the six new
legislative members of the governorgeneral’s council, four members were
appointed by the local (provincial)
governments of Madras, Bombay, Bengal
and Agra. Hence statement 3 is incorrect.
Source) Indian Polity by M Laxmikant, Chapter
– 1 : Historical Background, Topic – Charter Act
of 1853.
Q30. With reference to the composition of
Constituent Assembly under Cabinet Mission
plan, consider the following statements:
1. Seats allocated to each British province were
divided among Muslims, Sikhs and general.
2. The representatives of each community were
elected directly by the members of that
community in each British province.
3. The representatives of princely states were to
be nominated their rulers.
Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Ans) c
Exp) Composition of The Constituent
Assembly
The Constituent Assembly was constituted in
November 1946 under the scheme formulated by
the Cabinet Mission Plan. The features of the
scheme were:
1. The total strength of the Constituent
Assembly was to be 389. Of these, 296 seats
were to be allotted to British India and 93
seats to the Princely States. Out of 296 seats
allotted to the British India, 292 members
were to be drawn from the eleven governors’
provinces and four from the four chief
commissioners’ provinces, one from each.
2. Each province and princely state (or group of
states in case of small states) were to be
allotted seats in proportion to their respective
population. Roughly, one seat was to be
allotted for every million population.
3. Seats allocated to each British province were
to be divided among the three principal
communities—Muslims, Sikhs and general
(all except Muslims and Sikhs), in proportion
to their population. Hence, statement 1 is
correct.
4. The representatives of each community
were to be elected by the members of that
community in the provincial legislative
assembly and voting was to be by the method
of proportional representation by means of
single transferable vote. Hence, statement 2
is incorrect.
5. The representatives of princely states were to
be nominated by the heads of the princely
states. Hence, statement 3 is correct.

It is thus clear that the Constituent Assembly was
to be a partly elected and partly nominated body.
Source) Indian Polity by M Laxmikant; Chapter
– 5 : the Making of the Constitution; Topic
– Composition of The Constituent Assembly.
Q31. Which of the following suggested that
procedure laid down for impeachment of
President, mutatis mutandis can be made
applicable for impeachment of Governors as
well.
a)
b)
c)
d)

Sarkaria Commission
Punchhi Commission
Rajamannar committee
Administrative Reform Commission

Ans) b
Exp) Punchhi Commission suggested that
Governors should be given a fixed tenure of five
years and their removal should not be at the sweet
will of the Government at the Centre. The
procedure laid down for impeachment of
President, mutatis mutandis can be made
applicable for impeachment of Governors as
well.
Source) Laxmikanth Page No 14.14
Q32. India and the USA both have a President
as their Head of State. In India the President is
a part of Parliament whereas the American
president is not. It is because
a) The bills passed by American Congress
don’t need to be signed by the President to
become a law.
b) The polity of the United States of America
is federal in nature.
c) The President of the USA is not considered
Head of the Government.
d) The United States of America follows a
Presidential form of government.
Ans) d

Exp) Though the President of India is not a
member of either House of Parliament and
does not sit in the Parliament to attend its
meetings, he is an integral part of the
Parliament (Article 79). This is because a bill
passed by both the Houses of Parliament
cannot become law without the President’s
assent. He also performs certain functions
relating to the proceedings of the Parliament,
for example, he summons and prorogues both
the Houses, dissolves the Lok Sabha, addresses
both the Houses, issues ordinances when they
are not in session, and so on.
India follows a Parliamentary form of
government whereas the USA follows a
Presidential form of government.
The parliamentary form of government
emphasises on the interdependence between
the legislative and executive organs. Hence,
we have the ‘President-in-Parliament’ like the
‘Crown-in-Parliament’ in Britain. The
presidential form of government, on the other
hand, lays stress on the separation of
legislative and executive organs. Hence, the
American president is not regarded as a
constituent part of the Congress.
Hence option d is correct.
Source) Indian Polity by M Laxmikant;
Chapter – 22 : Parliament; Topic
– Organisation of Parliament.
Q33. Which one of the following best defines
the term ‘Executive legislation’, sometimes
seen in news?
a) The Constitutional power of the Executive
to make laws for implementation of DPSPs
under Article 39 of the Constitution.
b) The power of the Executive to make laws
in emergency situations.
c) A law made by Parliament to control the
Executive.
d) The process of making detailed rules and
regulations by the Executive according to
a parent law made by Parliament.

Ans) d
Exp) The Parliament makes laws in a skeleton
form and authorises the Executive to make
detailed rules and regulations within the
framework of the parent law. This is known as
delegated legislation or executive legislation
or subordinate legislation. Such rules and
regulations are placed before the Parliament
for its examination.
Source) Indian Polity by M Laxmikant;
Chapter – 22 : Parliament; Topic – Legislative
Powers and Functions.
Q34. Which of the following is/are objective of
PESA Act of 1996?
1. To extend the provisions of Panchayati Raj to
the
scheduled
areas
with
certain
modifications.
2. To safeguard and to preserve the traditions
and customs of tribal communities.
3. To prevent panchayats at the higher level
from assuming the powers and authority of
panchayats at the lower level of the Gram
Sabha
Select the correct statement using the code given
below:
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) All of the above
Ans) d
Exp) PESA ACT OF 1996 (EXTENSION
ACT)
The provisions of Part IX of the constitution
relating to the Panchayats are not applicable to
the Fifth Schedule areas. However, the
Parliament may extend these provisions to such
areas, subject to such exceptions and
modifications as it may specify. Under this
provision, the Parliament has enacted the
“Provisions of the Panchayats (Extension to the

Scheduled Areas) Act”, 1996, popularly known
as the PESA Act or the Extension Act.
At present (2016), ten states have Fifth Schedule
Areas. These are: Andhra Pradesh, Telangana,
Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh,
Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Odisha and Rajasthan. All the ten states have
enacted requisite compliance legislations by
amending the respective Panchayati Raj Acts.
Objectives of the Act
The objectives of the PESA Act are as follows6:
1. To extend the provisions of Part IX of the
Constitution relating to the panchayats to
the scheduled areas with certain
modifications
2. To provide self-rule for the bulk of the tribal
population
3. To have village governance with
participatory democracy and to make the
gram sabha a nucleus of all activities
4. To evolve a suitable administrative
framework consistent with traditional
practices
5. To safeguard and to preserve the
traditions and customs of tribal
communities
6. To empower panchayats at the appropriate
levels with specific powers conducive to
tribal requirements
7. To prevent panchayats at the higher level
from assuming the powers and authority
of panchayats at the lower level of the
gram sabha
Source) Laxmikanth Page no 38.11
Q35. Consider the following statements:
1. A minister can only participate in the
proceedings of a House, of which he is a
member.

2. A minister, who is not a member of either
House, can participate in the proceedings
of both the Houses.
Which of the statements given above is/are
incorrect?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans) a
Exp) Rights of Ministers and Attorney
General (Article 88):
In addition to the members of the House, every
minister and the attorney general of India have
the right to speak and take part in the
proceedings of either House, any joint sitting
of both the Houses and any committee of
Parliament of which he is a member, without
being entitled to vote. There are two reasons
underlying this constitutional provision:
1. A minister can participate in the
proceedings of a House, of which he is
not a member. In other words, a minister
belonging to the Lok Sabha can participate
in the proceedings of the Rajya Sabha and
vice-versa. Hence, statement 1 is
incorrect.
2. A minister, who is not a member of either
House,
can
participate
in
the
proceedings of both the Houses. It should
be noted here that a person can remain a
minister for six months, without being a
member of either House of Parliament.
Hence, statement 2 is correct.
Source) Indian Polity by M Laxmikant;
Chapter – 22 : Parliament; Topic – Rights of
Ministers and Attorney General.
Q36. Consider the following statements:
The Pitt’s India Act was significant because
1. It called the Company’s territories in India
the ‘British possessions in India’ for the first
time.
2. The British Government was given the
supreme control over Company’s affairs and
its administration in India by this act.

Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans) c
Exp) The Pitt’s India Act of 1784 had following
features.
1. It distinguished between the commercial and
political functions of the Company.
2. It allowed the Court of Directors to manage
the commercial affairs but created a new
body called Board of Control to manage the
political affairs. Thus, it established a system
of double government.
3. It empowered the Board of Control to
supervise and direct all operations of the civil
and military government or revenues of the
British possessions in India.
Thus, the act was significant for two reasons:
first, the Company’s territories in India were for
the first time called the ‘British possessions in
India’; and second, the British Government was
given the supreme control over Company’s
affairs and its administration in India. Hence
both the statements are correct.
Source) Indian Polity by M Laxmikant; Chapter
– 1 : Historical Background; Topic – Pitt’s India
Act of 1784.
Q37. Which of the following statements is/are
correct regarding Parliamentary form of
government
1. Both legislature and executive have some
control over each other.
2. It is in conformity with Doctrine of
separation of power.
Select the correct answer using the code given
below
a) 1 only
b) 2 only

c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans) a

Statement 1 is correct: Under National
Emergency, the Parliament can make laws on the
subjects enumerated in the State List only by
itself, that is, it cannot delegate the same to any
other body or authority.

Exp)
Statement 1 is correct: In parliamentary system
executive is responsible to parliament in general
and lower house in particular. Whereas executive
also have some control over the legislature, e.g.
Executive have power to dissolve legislature.
Statement 2 is incorrect: According to Doctrine
of separation of power, there must be separation
between executive, legislature and judiciary. But
in parliamentary system there is no such strict
separation of power, e.g. Ministers must be a
member of the house. Thus double membership
is there which is against the doctrine of separation
of power.
Source) Laxmikant page 12.4 and 12.5
Q38. Consider the following statements
1. During National emergency Parliament can
make laws on state subject itself but under
President’s rule it can delegate this power to
any other authority.
2. National Emergency can be continued for an
indefinite period but President’s rule can be
extended for a maximum period of three
years.
3. President’s rule has no effect on Fundamental
rights of citizens unlike National Emergency
Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) All of the above
Ans) d
Explanation

Under President’s rule, the Parliament can
delegate the power to make laws for the state to
the President or to any other authority specified
by him. So far, the practice has been for the
president to make laws for the state in
consultation with the members of Parliament
from that state. Such laws are known as
President’s Acts.
Statement 2 is correct: There is no maximum
period prescribed for its (National Emergency)
operation. It can be continued indefinitely with
the approval of Parliament for every six months.
There is a maximum period prescribed for its
(President’s rule) operation, that is, three years.
Thereafter, it must come to an end and the normal
constitutional machinery must be restored in the
state.
Statement 3 is correct: President’s rule has no
effect on Fundamental Rights of the citizens but
National Emergency affects fundamental rights
of the citizens.
Source) Laxmikanth Page no 16.7
Q39. With reference to the nomination of
members in Rajya Sabha, consider the
following statements:
1. The President nominates 3 members from
each area – art, literature, science and
social service.
2. The nominated members are not counted
while applying the maximum strength test
of Rajya Sabha.
Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans) d
Exp) Statement 1 is incorrect. The president
nominates 12 members to the Rajya Sabha
from people who have special knowledge or
practical experience in art, literature,
science and social service. (Article 80(3))
Nowhere in the Constitution, it has been said
that the President should nominate 3 members
from each area mentioned. Hence the
assumption that 3 members from each must
be nominated is wrong.
The maximum strength of the Rajya Sabha is
fixed at 250, out of which, 238 are to be the
representatives of the states and union
territories (elected indirectly) and 12 are
nominated by the president. Thus, while
applying the maximum strength test to Rajya
Sabha, the nominated members are counted.
Hence, statement 2 is incorrect.
Source) Indian Polity by M Laxmikant;
Chapter – 22 : Parliament; Topic – Nominated
Members & Composition of Rajya Sabha.
Q40. Which of the following do not participate
in the election of President of India?
1. All elected members of Loksabha and
Rajyasabha
2. All nominated members of Loksabha and
Rajyasabha
3. All elected members of a state legislative
council
Select the correct option using the code given
below:
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 2 only
d) 1, 2 and 3
Ans) b
Exp) Statement 1 is correct. The President is
elected not directly by the people but by members
of Electoral College (Article 54) consisting of:

1. The elected members of both the Houses of
Parliament
2. the elected members of the legislative
assemblies of the states
3. The elected members of the legislative
assemblies of the Union Territories of Delhi
and Puducherry.
Thus, the nominated members of both the Houses
of Parliament, the nominated members of the
state legislative assemblies, the members (both
elected and nominated) of the state legislative
council (in the case of the bicameral legislature)
and the nominated members of the Legislative
Assemblies of Delhi and Puducherry do not
participate in the election of the President. Hence
statement 2 and 3 are incorrect.
Source) page 347 and 354 of laxmikanth 5th
edition
Q41. Consider the following statements
regarding Urban Local Government in India
1. At central level the subject of urban Local
Government is dealt by Ministry of Home
Affairs in the case of cantonment area.
2. Under the dyarchical scheme of Government
of India Act of 1919, local self-government
became a transferred subject .
3. Under Government of India Act of 1935,
local self-government was declared a
provincial subject.
Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) All of the above
Ans) b
Exp) The system of urban government was
constitutionalised through the 74th Constitutional
Amendment Act of 1992. At the Central level, the

subject of ’urban local government’ is dealt with
by the following three ministries:
(i) Ministry of Urban Development, created as a
separate ministry in 1985
(ii) Ministry of Defence in the case of
cantonment boards (Thus statement 1 is
incorrect)
(iii) Ministry of Home Affairs in the case of
Union Territories
EVOLUTION OF URBAN BODIES
Historical Perspective
The institutions of urban local government
originated and developed in modern India during
the period of British rule. The major events in this
context are as follows:
(i) In 1687-88, the first municipal corporation in
India was set up at Madras.
(ii) In 1726, the municipal corporations were set
up in Bombay and Calcutta.
(iii) Lord Mayo’s Resolution of 1870 on financial
decentralisation visualised the development
of local self-government institutions.
(iv) Lord Ripon’s Resolution of 1882 has been
hailed as the ‘Magna Carta’ of local selfgovernment. He is called the father of localself-government in India.
(v) The Royal Commission on decentralisation
was appointed in 1907 and it submitted its
report in 1909. Its chairman was Hobhouse.
(vi) Under the dyarchical scheme introduced
in Provinces by the Government of India
Act of 1919, local self-government became
a transferred subject under the charge of
a responsible Indian minister.( Thus
statement 2 is correct)
(vii) In 1924, the Cantonments Act was passed by
the Central legislature.
(viii) Under the provincial autonomy scheme
introduced by the Government of India
Act of 1935, local self-government was

declared a provincial subject. (Thus
statement 3 is correct)
Source) Laxmikanth Page 39.1
Q42.Which of the following factors limit the
sovereignty of Indian Parliament?
1. Written Nature of the Constitution
2. Federal System of Government
3. System of Judicial Review
4. Fundamental Duties
Select the correct answer using the code given
below.
a) 1 and 3 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1, 2 and 3 only
d) 1, 2, 3 and 4
Ans) c
Exp) The Indian Parliament cannot be
regarded as a sovereign body in the similar
sense as the British Parliament because there
are ‘legal’ restrictions on its authority and
jurisdiction. The factors that limit the
sovereignty of Indian Parliament are:
1. Written Nature of the Constitution
2. Federal System of Government
3. System of Judicial Review
4. Fundamental Rights
Hence, factors 1, 2 and 3 limit the sovereignty
of Indian Parliament. Factor 4, Fundamental
duties, is some responsibilities expected
from the People of India. It does not affect the
sovereignty of Parliament.
Source) Indian Polity by M Laxmikant;
Chapter – 22 : Parliament; Topic
– Sovereignty of Parliament.
Q43. With reference to the Indian Councils Act
of 1861, consider the following statements:
1. Under the Portfolio system, a member of the
Viceroy’s council was authorized to issue
final orders on behalf of the council on
matters of his/her department.
2. The life of ordinances issued by the Viceroy
under this act was six weeks.

Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans) a
Exp) Features of the Act of 1861:
1. It made a beginning of representative
institutions by associating Indians with the
law-making process. It thus provided that the
viceroy should nominate some Indians as
non-official members of his expanded
council. In 1862, Lord Canning, the then
viceroy, nominated three Indians to his
legislative council—the Raja of Benaras, the
Maharaja of Patiala and Sir Dinkar Rao.
2. It initiated the process of decentralisation by
restoring the legislative powers to the
Bombay and Madras Presidencies. It thus
reversed the centralising tendency that started
from the Regulating Act of 1773 and reached
its climax under the Charter Act of 1833. This
policy of legislative devolution resulted in
the grant of almost complete internal
autonomy to the provinces in 1937.
3. It also provided for the establishment of new
legislative councils for Bengal, Northwestern Frontier Province (NWFP) and
Punjab, which were established in 1862,
1866 and 1897 respectively.
4. It empowered the Viceroy to make rules and
orders for the more convenient transaction of
business in the council. It also gave
recognition to the ‘portfolio’ system,
introduced by Lord Canning in 1859. Under
this, a member of the viceroy’s council was
made in-charge of one or more
departments of the government and was

authorised to issue final orders on behalf
of the council on matters of his
department(s). Hence statement 1 is
correct.
5. It empowered the Viceroy to issue
ordinances, without the concurrence of the
legislative council, during an emergency.
The life of such an ordinance was six
months. Hence statement 2 is incorrect.
Source) Indian Polity by M Laxmikant; Chapter
– 1 : Historical Background; Topic – Indian
Councils Act of 1861.
Q44. Consider the following difference between
Indian and British Parliamentary system
1. Indian system is based on sovereignty of
parliament whereas British system is based
on sovereignty of Crown.
2. In India Prime Minister can be a member of
any of the two houses whereas in Britain s/he
must be a member of the Lower House.
3. Britain has the system of legal responsibility
of the minister while India has no such
system.
Select the correct answer using the code given
below
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) All of the above
Ans :- b
Explanation
Statement 1 is incorrect: The British system is
based on the doctrine of the sovereignty of
Parliament, while the Parliament is not
supreme in India and enjoys limited and
restricted powers due to a written Constitution,
federal system, judicial review and fundamental
rights.

Statement 2 is correct: In Britain, the prime
minister should be a member of the Lower House
(House of Commons) of the Parliament. In India,
the prime minister may be a member of any of the
two Houses of Parliament.
Statement 3 is correct: Britain has the system of
legal responsibility of the minister while India
has no such system. Unlike in Britain, the
ministers in India are not required to countersign
the official acts of the Head of the State.
Source) Laxmikanth page 12.7
Q45. Which of the following Constitutional Posts
are provided with security of tenure?
1. Comptroller and Auditor General India
2. Governor of a State
3. Advocate General of the State
4. All the Election Commissioners
Select the correct answer using the code given
below.
a) 1 only
b) 1 and 4 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1 and 2 only
Ans) a
Exp) The Comptroller and Auditor General
India is provided with the security of tenure. He
can be removed by the president only in
accordance with the procedure mentioned in the
Constitution. (Article 148 states that he can only
be removed like a SC judge). Thus, he does not
hold his office till the pleasure of the president,
though he is appointed by him.
As per Article 156, the Governor holds office for
a term of five years from the date on which he
enters upon his office. However, this term of five
years is subject to the pleasure of the President.
The Supreme Court held that the pleasure of the
President is not justifiable. The governor has no
security of tenure and no fixed term of office. He
may be removed by the President at any time.

Article 165 doesn’t fix the term of office of the
Advocate General, the Constitution does not
contain the procedure and grounds for his
removal. He holds office during the pleasure of
the governor. This means that he may be removed
by the governor at any time.
As per Article 324, the Chief Election
Commissioner is provided with the security of
tenure. He cannot be removed from his office
except in the same manner and on the same
grounds as a judge of the Supreme Court. In other
words, he can be removed by the president on the
basis of a resolution passed to that effect by both
the Houses of Parliament with special majority,
either on the ground of proved misbehaviour or
incapacity. Thus, he does not hold his office till
the pleasure of the president, though he is
appointed by him. The other two members of
the Election Commission are not provided
with security of tenure.
Hence only option 1 is provided with a security
if tenure.
Source) Indian Polity by M Laxmikant; Chapters
– Comptroller and Auditor General of India &
Advocate General of the State & Election
Commission & Governor.
Q46. Which one of the following is not a ground
for disqualification of a Member of Parliament
under Anti-defection law?
a) A member voluntarily giving up the
membership of the political party on whose
ticket he/she is elected to the House.
b) A member votes or abstains from voting in
the House contrary to any direction given by
his/her political party.
c) Any independently elected member joins
any political party.
d) Any nominated member joins any political
party before the expiry of six months.
Ans) d

Exp) Disqualification on Ground of
Defection A member incurs disqualification under the
defection law:
1. If he voluntarily gives up the membership
of the political party on whose ticket he is
elected to the House;
2. If he votes or abstains from voting in the
House contrary to any direction given by
his political party;
3. If any independently elected member
joins any political party.
4. If any nominated member joins any
political party after the expiry of six
months.
The question of disqualification under the
Tenth Schedule is decided by the Chairman
in the case of Rajya Sabha and Speaker in the
case of Lok Sabha (and not by the president of
India). In 1992, the Supreme Court ruled that
the decision of the Chairman/Speaker in this
regard is subject to judicial review.
Hence, only option d is not a ground for
disqualification.
Source) Indian Polity by M Laxmikant;
Chapter – 22 : Parliament; Topic
– Disqualification on Ground of Defection.
Q47. Consider the following statements
1. Constitution has not mentioned the grounds
on which president can be impeached.
2. No members of state legislative assemblies
can take part in the impeachment procedure
of President.
3. All disputes in connection with the election
of the President are decided by the Supreme
Court.
4. A constitutional amendment bill regarding
amendment in provision of election of
president, if taken up for voting, requires to
be passed by a special majority of 2/3rd
Present and Voting.

Which of the statements given above is/are
incorrect?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2, 3 and 4 only
c) 1, 2 and 4 only
d) 1 and 4 only
Ans) d
Exp)
Statement 1 is incorrect. Article 61 states that
the President can be removed from office by a
process of impeachment for ‘violation of the
Constitution’. However, the Constitution does
not define the meaning of the phrase ‘violation of
the Constitution
Statement 2 is correct. An impeachment
procedure of President is a quasi-judicial
procedure in the Parliament. In this context, two
things should be noted:
a) the nominated members of either House of
Parliament
can
participate
in
the
impeachment of the President though they do
not participate in his election
b) the elected members of the legislative
assemblies of states and the Union Territories
of Delhi and Puducherry do not participate in
the impeachment of the President though
they participate in his election.
Statement 3 is correct. All doubts and disputes
in connection with the election of the President
are inquired into and decided by the Supreme
Court whose decision is final. The election of a
person as President cannot be challenged on the
ground that the electoral college was incomplete
(ie, the existence of any vacancy among the
members of the electoral college).
Statement 4 is incorrect. Those provisions of the
Constitution which are related to the federal
structure of the polity can be amended by a
special majority of the Parliament (Bill is passed
in each house by a majority of the total
membership of that House and by a majority
of not less than two thirds of the members of
that house present and voting) and also with
the consent of half of the state legislatures by a

simple majority. If one or some or all the
remaining states take no action on the bill, it does
not matter; the moment half of the states give
their consent, the formality is completed. There is
no time limit within which the states should give
their consent to the bill.
The following provisions can be amended in this
way:
1. Election of the President and its manner.
2. Extent of the executive power of the Union and
the states.
3. Supreme Court and high courts related
provisions
4. Distribution of legislative powers between the
Union and the states.
5. Any of the lists in the Seventh Schedule.
6. Representation of states in Parliament.
7. Power of Parliament to amend the Constitution
and its procedure (Article 368 itself).
Source) Page 237,354, 359 of laxmikanth 5th
edition
Q48. Consider the following statements
1. Any question regarding the age of judges of
Supreme Court and the High Court is
determined by such authority and in such
manner as provided by Parliament.
2. Committee to investigate charges regarding
removal of Supreme Court judges other than
Chief Justice is formed by Chief Justice of
India.
3. President can appoint a judge of High Court
as an ad hoc judge of Supreme Court for a
temporary period after consulting Chief
Justice of India.
Which of the statements given above is/are
incorrect?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) All of the above
Ans) d

Exp) statement 1 is incorrect: The Constitution
has not fixed the tenure of a judge of the Supreme
Court. However, it makes the following three
provisions in this regard:
1. He holds office until he attains the age of 65
years. Any question regarding his age is to be
determined by such authority and in such
manner as provided by Parliament.
2. He can resign his office by writing to the
president.
3. He can be removed from his office by the
President on the recommendation of the
Parliament.
Regarding judges of High Court different
provision is there: Any questions regarding his
age is to be decided by the president after
consultation with the chief justice of India and the
decision of the president is final.
Statement 2 is incorrect: The Judges Enquiry
Act (1968) regulates the procedure relating to the
removal of a judge of the Supreme Court by the
process of impeachment:
1. A removal motion signed by 100 members
(in the case of Lok Sabha) or 50 members (in
the case of Rajya Sabha) is to be given to the
Speaker/Chairman.
2. The Speaker/Chairman may admit the motion
or refuse to admit it
3. If
it
is
admitted,
then
the
Speaker/Chairman is to constitute a three
member committee to investigate the
charges.
4. The committee should consist of (a) the chief
justice or a judge of the Supreme Court, (b) a
chief justice of a high court, and (c) a
distinguished jurist.
5. If the committee finds the judge to be guilty
of misbehaviour or suffering from incapacity,
the House can take up the consideration of the
motion.

6. After the motion is passed by each House of
Parliament by special majority, an address is
presented to the president for removal of the
judge.
7. Finally, the president passes an order
removing the judge.
Statement 3 is incorrect: When there is a lack of
quorum of the permanent judges to hold or
continue any session of the Supreme Court, the
Chief Justice of India can appoint a judge of a
High Court as an ad hoc judge of the Supreme
Court for a temporary period. He can do so only
after consultation with the chief justice of the
High Court concerned and with the previous
consent of the president. The judge so appointed
should be qualified for appointment as a judge of
the Supreme Court. It is the duty of the judge so
appointed to attend the sittings of the Supreme
Court, in priority to other duties of his office.
While so attending, he enjoys all the jurisdiction,
powers and privileges (and discharges the duties)
of a judge of the Supreme Court.
Source) Laxmikanth Page no 26.2, 26,3 and 34.2
Q49.Which of the following is/are part of
Parliamentary Committees:
1. Standing committees
2. Consultative committees
3. Ad Hoc committees
Select the correct options using the code given
below?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) All of the above
Ans) c
Exp) Broadly, parliamentary committees are of
two kinds—Standing Committees and Ad Hoc
Committees. The former are permanent
(constituted every year or periodically) and work
on a continuous basis, while the latter are

temporary and cease to exist on completion of the
task assigned to them (Thus statement 1 and 3
are correct)
Statement 2 is incorrect: A parliamentary
committee means a committee that:
1. Is appointed or elected by the House or
nominated by the Speaker / Chairman
2. Works under the direction of the Speaker /
Chairman
3. Presents its report to the House or to the
Speaker / Chairman
4. Has a secretariat provided by the Lok Sabha
/ Rajya Sabha
The consultative committees, which also consist
of members of Parliament, are not parliamentary
committees as they do not fulfil the above four
conditions.
Source) Laxmikanth Page no 23.1
Q50. Consider the following statements about the
‘Preamble of the Constitution’:
1. It states that the Constitution derives its
authority from the people of India.
2. Sovereignty and secularism are specified as
the objectives of the preamble.
Which of the statements given above is/are
incorrect?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans) b
Exp) Ingredients of the Preamble
The Preamble reveals four ingredients or
components:
1. Source of authority of the Constitution: The
Preamble states that the Constitution derives
its authority from the people of India. Hence,
statement 1 is correct.

2. Nature of Indian State: It declares India to
be of a sovereign, socialist, secular
democratic and republican polity.
3. Objectives of the Constitution: It specifies
justice, liberty, equality and fraternity as
the objectives. Hence, Statement 2 is
incorrect.
4. Date of adoption of the Constitution: It
stipulates November 26, 1949 as the date.
Source) Indian Polity by M Laxmikant; Chapter
– 4 : Preamble of the Constitution; Topic
– Ingredients of the Preamble.
Q51. Consider the following statements
regarding Federal system of government
1. It is based on the nature of the relationship
between the executive and legislature.
2. Constitution may be unwritten but division of
power between centre and state government
must be there.
3. Independent judiciary along with judges
appointing judges is its essential feature
Which of the statements given above is/are
incorrect?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) All of the above
Ans :- d
Statement 1 is incorrect: It is based on the
nature of relations between the national
government and the regional governments.
Whereas, Parliamentary and presidential form of
government is based on the relation between
legislature and executive.
Statement 2 is incorrect: In Federal system
constitution must be written
Statement 3 is incorrect: Independent judiciary
is essential but it is not necessary that judges must

appoint judges. In United states judge is
appointed by the president.
Source) Laxmikanth Page 13.1 and 12.1
Q52. If a person is barred from travelling
abroad, he/she may seek remedies for the
violation of
a) Article 19
b) Article 21
c) Article 20
d) Article 14
Ans) B
Exp) Article 21 declares that no person shall be
deprived of his life or personal liberty except
according to the procedure established by law.
This right is available to both citizens and noncitizens. As per the Supreme Court of India,
Article 21 should be available not only against
arbitrary executive action but also against
arbitrary legislative action. In the Maneka Gandhi
vs Union of India case, the Supreme Court
declared the Right to travel abroad as part of
Article 21.
Source)
Indian Polity by M. Laxmikanth
Q53. Consider the following statements:
1. Representation of the People Act 1951
provided that the term of office of a
member of the Rajya Sabha shall be six
years.
2. The very first retirees of Rajya Sabha were
decided by lottery.
3. Lok Sabha’s normal term is five years from
the date of declaration of the results of
general elections.
4. The term of the Lok Sabha can be extended
during the period of national emergency by
a law of Parliament for six months at a
time.
Which of the statements given above is/are
incorrect?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 3 and 4 only
c) 2 only
d) All of the above

Ans) b
Exp) Duration of Rajya Sabha: The Rajya
Sabha (first constituted in 1952) is a
continuing chamber, that is, it is a permanent
body and not subject to dissolution. However,
one-third of its members retire every second
year. Their seats are filled up by fresh elections
and presidential nominations at the beginning
of every third year. The retiring members are
eligible for re-election and re-nomination any
number of times.
The Constitution has not fixed the term of
office of members of the Rajya Sabha and left
it to the Parliament. Accordingly, the
Parliament in the Representation of the
People Act (1951) provided that the term of
office of a member of the Rajya Sabha shall
be six years. The act also empowered the
president of India to curtail the term of
members chosen in the first Rajya Sabha. In
the first batch, it was decided by lottery as
to who should retire. Further, the act also
authorised the President to make provisions to
govern the order of retirement of the members
of the Rajya Sabha. Hence, both the
statements 1 and 2 are correct.
Duration of Lok Sabha :
Unlike the Rajya Sabha, the Lok Sabha is not
a continuing chamber. Its normal term is five
years from the date of its first meeting after
the general elections, after which it
automatically dissolves. However, the
President is authorised to dissolve the Lok
Sabha at any time even before the completion
of five years and this cannot be challenged in a
court of law. Further, the term of the Lok
Sabha can be extended during the period of
national emergency by a law of Parliament for
one year at a time for any length of time.
However, this extension cannot continue
beyond a period of six months after the
emergency has ceased to operate. Hence,
statements 3 and 4 are incorrect.
Source) Indian Polity by M Laxmikant;
Chapter – 22 : Parliament; Topic – Duration
of Two Houses.

Q54. In context of Constitutional position of
President in Indian Polity, consider the
following statements:
1. S/he is the Chief head of the executive and
administration of government is vested in
him.
2. Parliament can never delegate the power to
make laws for the state to the President.
Which of the statements given above is/are
incorrect?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans) c
Exp) Statement 1 is incorrect. Under the
presidential system of America, the President is
the Chief head of the executive and
administration is vested in him. Under the
Indian Constitution, the President occupies the
same position as the King under the English
Constitution. He is the head of the State but not
of the Executive. He represents the nation but
does not rule the nation. He is the symbol of the
nation. His place in administration is that of a
ceremonial device or a seal by which the nation’s
decisions are made known.
Statement 2 is incorrect. During emergency
under President Rule (Article 356), the
Parliament can delegate the power to make
laws for the state to the President or to any other
authority specified by him. So far, the practice
has been for the president to make laws for the
state in consultation with the members of
Parliament from that state. Such laws are known
as President’s Acts.
Source) page 333,
Q55. Consider the following statements
1. Under exclusive original jurisdiction of
Supreme Court, only those disputes could be

settled which involves question of law and
not of fact.
2. Original Jurisdiction of Supreme Court
doesn’t extend to the issue of recovery of
damages by a state against Centre.
Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans) b
Exp) Statement 1 is incorrect: As a federal
court, the Supreme Court decides the disputes
between different units of the Indian Federation.
In the federal disputes, the Supreme Court has
exclusive original jurisdiction. Exclusive means,
no other court can decide such disputes and
original means, the power to hear such disputes
in the first instance, not by way of appeal.
With regard to the exclusive original jurisdiction
of the Supreme Court, two points should be
noted. One, the dispute must involve a question
(whether of law or fact) on which the existence
or extent of a legal right depends. Thus, the
questions of political nature are excluded from it.
Two, any suit brought before the Supreme Court
by a private citizen against the Centre or a state
cannot be entertained under this.
Statement 2 is correct: Jurisdiction of the
Supreme Court does not extend to the following:
(i) A dispute arising out of any pre-Constitution
treaty, agreement, covenant, engagement,
sanad or other similar instrument.
(ii) A dispute arising out of any treaty,
agreement, etc., which specifically provides
that the said jurisdiction does not extend to
such a dispute.
(iii) Inter-state water disputes.
(iv) Matters referred to the Finance Commission.

(v) Adjustment of certain expenses and pensions
between the Centre and the states.
(vi) Ordinary dispute of Commercial nature
between the Centre and the states.
(vii) Recovery of damages by a state against the
Centre.
Source) Laxmikanth Page no 26.5
Q56. Consider the following statements
regarding Parliamentary Committees
1. It is appointed by President but works under
the direction of speaker or Chairman.
2. It presents its report to President, who cause
it to lay before each House of Parliament
3. It has a secretariat provided by the Lok Sabha
or Rajya sabha
Which of the statements given above is/are
incorrect?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) All of the above
Ans) a
Exp) The Parliament is too unwieldy a body to
deliberate effectively the issues that come up
before it. The functions of the Parliament are
varied, complex and voluminous. Moreover, it
has neither adequate time nor necessary expertise
to make a detailed scrutiny of all legislative
measures and other matters. Therefore, it is
assisted by a number of committees in the
discharge of its duties.
The Constitution of India makes a mention of
these committees at different places, but without
making any specific provisions regarding their
composition, tenure, functions, etc. All these
matters are dealt by the rules of two Houses.
Accordingly, a parliamentary committee means a
committee that:

1. Is appointed or elected by the House or
nominated by the Speaker / Chairman (Thus
Statement 1 is incorrect)
2. Works under the direction of the Speaker /
Chairman
3. presents its report to the House or to the
Speaker / Chairman (Thus Statement 2 is
incorrect)
4. has a secretariat provided by the Lok Sabha /
Rajya Sabha (Thus Statement 3 is correct)
Source) Laxmikanth Page no 23.1
Q57. Which of the following group of principles
make the trinity of social democracy according to
Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar?
a) Sovereignty, Parliament and Military
b) Liberty, Equality and Fraternity
c) Socialism, Secularism and Integrity
d) Sovereignty, Democracy and Republic
Ans) b
Exp) The term ‘democratic’ is used in the
Preamble in the broader sense embracing not only
political democracy but also social and economic
democracy.
This dimension was stressed by Dr. Ambedkar
in his concluding speech in the Constituent
Assembly on November 25, 1949, in the
following way:
“Political democracy cannot last unless there lies
at the base of it social democracy. What does
social democracy mean? It means a way of life
which recognises liberty, equality and fraternity.
The principles of liberty, equality and
fraternity are not to be treated as separate
items in a trinity. They form a union of trinity in
the sense that to divorce one from the other is to
defeat the very purpose of democracy. Liberty
cannot be divorced from equality, equality cannot
be divorced from liberty. Nor can liberty and
equality be divorced from fraternity. Without
equality, liberty would produce the supremacy of

the few over the many. Equality without liberty
would kill individual initiative.
Source) Indian Polity by M Laxmikant; Chapter
– 4 : Preamble of the Constitution; Topic
– Democratic.
Q58. Consider the following statements
1. In India the residuary power to make laws
rest with Parliament except the power to levy
residuary taxes.
2. In United States the residuary power to make
laws rest with states.
3. In Government of India Act 1935 residuary
power were given to Federal Legislature
Which of the statements given above is/are
incorrect?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) All of the above
Ans) c
Explanation
Statement 1 is incorrect: The power to make
laws with respect to residuary subjects (i.e., the
matters which are not enumerated in any of the
three lists) is vested in the Parliament. This
residuary power of legislation includes the
power to levy residuary taxes.
Statement 2 is correct: In the US, only the
powers of the Federal Government are
enumerated in the Constitution and the residuary
powers are left to the states.
Statement 3 is incorrect: The Government of
India (GoI) Act of 1935 provided for a three-fold
enumeration, viz., federal, provincial and
concurrent. The present Constitution follows the
scheme of this act but with one difference, that is,
under this act, the residuary powers were given
neither to the federal legislature nor to the

provincial legislature but to the governorgeneral of India. In this respect, India follows
the Canadian precedent.
Source) Laxmikanth Page no 14.2
Q59. With reference to Indian Polity, what is/are
the difference/differences between Union Public
Service Commission and Central Vigilance
Commission?
1. UPSC is an independent Constitutional body,
whereas the CVC is a non-constitutional
statutory body.
2. While taking disciplinary action against a
civil servant only the UPSC is consulted by
the government.
Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans) a
Exp) Statement 1 is correct. The Union Public
Service Commission (UPSC) is the central
recruiting agency in India. It is an independent
constitutional body in the sense that it has been
directly created by the Constitution. Articles 315
to 323 in Part XIV of the Constitution contain
elaborate provisions regarding the composition,
appointment and removal of members along with
the independence, powers and functions of the
UPSC.
The Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) is the
main agency for preventing corruption in the
Central government. It was established in 1964
by an executive resolution of the Central
government. Its establishment was recommended
by the Santhanam Committee on Prevention of
Corruption1 (1962–64). Thus, originally the
CVC was neither a constitutional body nor a
statutory body. Later, in 2003, the Parliament

enacted a law conferring statutory status on
the CVC.
Statement 2 is incorrect. The emergence of
Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) in 1964
affected the role of UPSC in disciplinary matters.
This is because both are consulted by the
government while taking disciplinary action
against a civil servant. The problem arises when
the two bodies tender conflicting advice.
However, the UPSC, being an independent
constitutional body, has an edge over the CVC,
which is created by an executive resolution of the
Government of India and conferred a statutory
status in October 2003.
Source) Indian Polity by M Laxmikant; Chapter
– 42: Union Public Service Commission; Topic
– Role.
Q60. Consider the following statements:
1. The institutions of Speaker and Deputy
Speaker were created by the Government
of India Act of 1935.
2. Sachidanand Sinha was the first Indian
Speaker of the Central Legislative
Assembly.
Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans) d
Exp) Both the statements 1 and 2 are
incorrect. The institutions of Speaker and
Deputy Speaker originated in India in 1921
under the provisions of the Government of
India Act of 1919 (Montague–Chelmsford
Reforms). At that time, the Speaker and the
Deputy Speaker were called the President and
Deputy President respectively and the same
nomenclature continued till 1947.
Before 1921, the Governor-General of India
used to preside over the meetings of the
Central Legislative Council. In 1921, the

Frederick Whyte and Sachidanand Sinha
were appointed by the Governor-General of
India as the first Speaker and the first
Deputy Speaker (respectively) of the central
legislative assembly. In 1925, Vithalbhai J.
Patel became the first Indian and the first
elected Speaker of the central legislative
assembly. The Government of India Act of
1935 changed the nomenclatures of President
and Deputy President of the Central
Legislative Assembly to the Speaker and
Deputy Speaker respectively. However, the old
nomenclature continued till 1947 as the federal
part of the 1935 Act was not implemented.
G V Mavalankar and Ananthasayanam
Ayyangar had the distinction of being the first
Speaker and the first Deputy Speaker
(respectively) of the Lok Sabha. G V
Mavalankar also held the post of Speaker in the
Constituent Assembly (Legislative) as well as
the provisional Parliament. He held the post of
Speaker of Lok Sabha continuously for one
decade from 1946 to 1956.
Source) Indian Polity by M Laxmikant;
Chapter – 22 : Parliament; Topic – Deputy
Speaker of Lok Sabha.
Q61. Consider the following statements
regarding ordinance making power of
President.
1. S/he can promulgate ordinance when both
houses of parliament are not in session.
2. An ordinance can be promulgated only on the
written recommendation of the council of
ministers headed by the prime minister.
3. An ordinance can be issued only on those
subjects on which the Parliament can make
laws.
Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?
a) 1 and 3 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 2 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Ans) a
Exp) Statement 1 is correct. As per Article 123,
S/he can promulgate an ordinance only when
both the Houses of Parliament are not in session
or when either of the two Houses of Parliament is
not in session. An ordinance can also be issued
when only one House is in session because a law
can be passed by both the Houses and not by one
House alone. An ordinance made when both
Houses are in session is void. Thus, the power of
the President to legislate by ordinance is not a
parallel power of legislation.
Statement 2 is incorrect. President power of
ordinance-making is not a discretionary power,
and he can promulgate or withdraw an ordinance
only on the advice (written recommendation is
not mentioned) of the council of ministers
headed by the prime minister.
Statement 3 is correct. President ordinancemaking power is coextensive as regards all
matters except duration, with the law-making
powers of the Parliament. This has two
implications:
a) An ordinance can be issued only on those
subjects on which the Parliament can make
laws.
b) An ordinance is subject to the same
constitutional limitation as an act of
Parliament. Hence, an ordinance cannot
abridge or take away any of the fundamental
rights.
Source) Page 364 and 365 of laxmikanth 5th
edition
Q62. Consider the following statements
1. Both Supreme Court and High Courts have
concurrent jurisdiction regarding the disputes
relating to Fundamental Rights.
2. President can confer on the Supreme Court,
the power to issue writs for other purposes
also.
Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?

a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

purposes. It means that the writ jurisdiction of the
high court is wider than that of the Supreme
Court. But, the Parliament can confer on the
Supreme Court, the power to issue writs for
other purposes also.

Ans) a
Exp) statement 1 is correct: The Constitution
has constituted the Supreme Court as the
guarantor and defender of the fundamental rights
of the citizens. The Supreme Court is empowered
to issue writs, including habeas corpus,
mandamus, prohibition, quo-warranto and
certiorari for the enforcement of the fundamental
rights of an aggrieved citizen. In this regard, the
Supreme Court has original jurisdiction in the
sense that an aggrieved citizen can go directly to
the Supreme Court, not necessarily by way of
appeal. However, the writ jurisdiction of the
Supreme Court is not exclusive. The high courts
are also empowered to issue writs for the
enforcement of the Fundamental Rights. It
means, when the Fundamental Rights of a citizen
are violated, the aggrieved party has the option of
moving either the High Court or the Supreme
Court directly.
Therefore, the original jurisdiction of the
Supreme Court with regard to federal disputes is
different from its original jurisdiction with regard
to disputes relating to fundamental rights. In the
first case, it is exclusive and in the second case, it
is concurrent with high courts jurisdiction.
Moreover, the parties involved in the first case are
units of the federation (Centre and states) while
the dispute in the second case is between a citizen
and the Government (Central or state).
Statement 2 is incorrect: There is also a
difference between the writ jurisdiction of the
Supreme Court and that of the high court. The
Supreme Court can issue writs only for the
enforcement of the Fundamental Rights and not
for other purposes. The high court, on the other
hand, can issue writs not only for the enforcement
of the fundamental rights but also for other

Source) Laxmikant Page no 26.6
Q63. In the context of the Indian Constitution,
which of the following is the objective of
Affirmative Action?
a) To impose some obligations on citizens
towards the state.
b) To correct the cumulative effect of past
inequalities.
c) To maintain a fair balance between socialism
and capitalism.
d) To grant privileges to a certain section.
Ans) B
Exp) Affirmative action is based on the idea that
it is not sufficient to establish formal equality by
law. When we wish to eliminate inequalities that
are deeply rooted, it is necessary to take some
more positive measures to minimize and
eliminate entrenched forms of social
inequalities. Most policies of affirmative action
are thus designed to correct the cumulative effect
of past inequalities. For example, Gender
budgeting, it involves dissection of the
government budget to establish its gender
differential impacts and to translate gender
commitments into budgetary commitments. It
does not seek to create a separate budget but to
provide affirmative action to address the specific
needs of women.
Source)
Political theory; page number 47
Q64. With reference to the Preamble of the
Constitution of India, consider the following
statements:
1. It is a part of the Constitution.
2. It prohibits the Parliament from making any
law which abridges the rights conferred
under Part-III of the Constitution.

3. Any person can directly approach the
Supreme Court for enforcing its provisions.
Which of the statements given above is/are
incorrect?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 only
c) 3 only
d) 2 and 3 only
Ans) d
Exp) In the Kesavananda Bharati case (1973),
the Supreme Court rejected the earlier opinion
(that Preamble is not a part of the Constitution)
and held that Preamble is a part of the
Constitution. SC observed that the Preamble is
of extreme importance and the Constitution
should be read and interpreted in the light of the
grand and noble vision expressed in the
Preamble. In the LIC of India case (1995) also,
the Supreme Court again held that the Preamble
is an integral part of the Constitution. Hence,
statement 1 is correct.
However, two things should be noted:
1. The Preamble is neither a source of power
to legislature nor a prohibition upon the
powers of the legislature. Hence, statement
2 is incorrect.
2. It is non-justiciable, that is, its provisions
are not enforceable in courts of law.
Hence, statement 3 is incorrect.
Source) Indian Polity by M Laxmikant; Chapter
– 4 : Preamble of the Constitution; Topic
– Preamble as part of the Constitution.
Q65. `Consider the following statements
1. A law made by Parliament on state list during
President’s rule continues to be operative
even after President’s rule.
2. During National Emergency state legislatures
don’t have power to make laws.
Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?

a)
b)
c)
d)

1 only
2 only
Both 1 and 2
Neither 1 nor 2

Ans) a

Exp)
Statement 1 is correct: When the President’s
rule is imposed in a state, the Parliament becomes
empowered to make laws with respect to any
matter in the State List in relation to that state. A
law made by the Parliament continues to be
operative even after the president’s rule. This
means that the period for which such a law
remains in force is not co-terminus with the
duration of the President’s rule. But, such a law
can be repealed or altered or re-enacted by the
state legislature.
Statement 2 is incorrect: The Parliament
acquires the power to legislate with respect to
matters in the State List, while a proclamation of
national emergency is in operation. The laws
become inoperative upon the expiration of six
months after the emergency has ceased to
operate. Here also, the power of a state legislature
to make laws on the same matter is not
restricted. But, in case of repugnancy between a
state law and a parliamentary law, the latter is to
prevail.
Source) Laxmikanth Page no 14.2
Q66. With reference to the Co-Operative
Societies, consider the following statements:
1. The 97th Constitutional Amendment Act of
2011 gave a constitutional status to cooperative societies.
2. The subject of co-operative societies fall
under the state list.

3. Multi-state co-operative societies are
regulated by laws made by Parliament.
Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 1 and 3 only
c) 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3
Ans) d
Exp) Statement 1 is correct. The 97th
Constitutional Amendment Act of 2011 gave a
constitutional status and protection to cooperative societies. In this context, it made the
following three changes in the constitution:
1. It made the right to form co-operative
societies a fundamental right (Article 19(1)).
2. It included a new Directive Principle of State
Policy on promotion of co-operative societies
(Article 43-B).
3. It added a new Part IX-B in the Constitution
which is entitled “The Co-operative
Societies” (Articles 243-ZH to 243-ZT).
Statement 2 is correct. The “co-operative
societies” is a subject enumerated in Entry 32 of
the state list of the Seventh Schedule of the
Constitution and the state legislatures have
accordingly enacted legislations on co-operative
societies.
Statement 3 is correct. As per Article 243ZR,
the provisions of this part (Part IX-B) shall apply
to the multi-state co-operative societies subject to
the modification that any reference to the “State
Legislature”, “State Act” or “State Government”
shall be construed as a reference to “Parliament”,
“Central Act” or “Central Government”
respectively.
Source) Indian Polity by M Laxmikant; Chapter
– 60 : Co-operative Societies.
Q67. Sometimes, the Constitution uses the
term ‘charged upon the Consolidated Fund of

India’ for the salaries and allowances of some
Constitutional posts. It means that
a) They are paid salaries and allowances out
of a Government Fund, other than the
Consolidated Fund of India, created for
this purpose.
b) The salaries and allowances of these posts
are not submitted to the vote of Parliament.
c) The salaries and allowances of these posts
cannot be discussed in either House of
Parliament.
d) They are paid salaries and allowances out
of the Contingency Fund of India.
Ans) b
Exp) “Article 113(1) – So much of the
estimates as relates to expenditure charged
upon the Consolidated Fund of India shall not
be submitted to a vote of Parliament, but
nothing in this clause shall be construed as
preventing the discussion in either House of
Parliament of any of those estimates.” Hence,
option b is correct and option c is incorrect.
Option a is incorrect. All salaries are paid out
of the Consolidated Fund of India.
Option d is incorrect. Contingency Fund of
India has been established by Parliament to
deal with unforeseen events. It is not used for
paying salaries and allowances.
Source) Indian Polity by M Laxmikant;
Chapter – 22 : Parliament; Topic – Speaker of
Lok Sabha : Independence and Impartiality.
Q68. Consider the following statements:
1. Both President and Governor can pardon the
death sentence of any person convicted of
any offence against a state law.
2. The pardoning power of President is
discretionary and s/he is not bound to give
reasons for his order.
Which of the following statements given above
is/are incorrect?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2
Source) Page 367, laxmikanth 5th edition
Ans) c
Exp) Statement 1 is incorrect. The pardoning
power of the governor differs from that of the
President in the following two respects:
1. The President can pardon sentences inflicted
by court martial (military courts) while the
governor cannot.
2. The President can pardon death sentence
while governor cannot. Even if a state law
prescribes the death sentence, the power to
grant pardon lies with the President and not
the governor. However, the governor can
suspend, remit or commute a death sentence.
Statement 2 is incorrect.The Supreme Court
examined the pardoning power of the President
under different cases and laid down the following
principles:
1. The petitioner for mercy has no right to an
oral hearing by the President.
2. The President can examine the evidence
afresh and take a view different from the view
taken by the court.
3. The power is to be exercised by the
President on the advice of the union
cabinet (Not at his discretion).
4. The President is not bound to give reasons
for his order.
5. The President can afford relief not only from
a sentence that he regards as unduly harsh but
also from an evident mistake.
6. There is no need for the Supreme Court to lay
down specific guidelines for the exercise of
power by the President.
7. The exercise of power by the President is not
subject to judicial review except where the
presidential decision is arbitrary,irrational,
mala fide or discriminatory.
8. Where the earlier petition for mercy has been
rejected by the President, stay cannot be
obtained by filing another petition.

Q69. Consider the following statements
1. Only Supreme Court has exclusive and final
authority to decide disputes regarding the
election of Vice President of India.
2. The advice regarding the removal of UPSC
Chairman by Supreme Court after enquiry is
binding on the President.
Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans) c
Exp) The Supreme Court has numerous other
powers:
a) It decides the disputes regarding the
election of the president and the vice
president. In this regard, it has the
original, exclusive and final authority.
(Thus statement 1 is correct)
b) It enquires into the conduct and behaviour of
the chairman and members of the Union
Public Service Commission on a reference
made by the president. If it finds them guilty
of misbehaviour, it can recommend to the
president for their removal. The advice
tendered by the Supreme Court in this regard
is binding on the President. (Thus statement
2 is correct)
c) It has power to review its own judgement or
order. Thus, it is not bound by its previous
decision and can depart from it in the interest
of justice or community welfare. In brief, the
Supreme Court is a self-correcting agency.
For example, in the Kesavananda Bharati
case (1973), the Supreme Court departed

d)

e)

f)

g)

from its previous judgement in the Golak
Nath case (1967).
It is authorised to withdraw the cases pending
before the high courts and dispose of them by
itself. It can also transfer a case or appeal
pending before one high court to another high
court.
Its law is binding on all courts in India. Its
decree or order is enforceable throughout the
country. All authorities (civil and judicial) in
the country should act in aid of the Supreme
Court.
It is the ultimate interpreter of the
Constitution. It can give final version to the
spirit and content of the provisions of the
Constitution and the verbiage used in the
Constitution.
It has power of judicial superintendence and
control over all the courts and tribunals
functioning in the entire territory of the
country.

Source) Laxmikanth Page no 26.8
Q70. Which of the following are examples of the
implementation of the Directive Principles of
State policy?
1. Transforming private assets into public assets
by bringing them under the public ownership
i.e. banks.
2. Promoting cottage and small industries.
3. When the Supreme Court orders a lower
court to transfer a matter related to Right to
Information pending before it.
4. Providing Maternity leave of 12 weeks to all
eligible working women.
Select the correct answer using the code given
below:
a) 2 and 3 only
b) 1, 2 and 4 only
c) 3 and 4 only
d) 1, 2, 3 and 4
Ans) B
Exp) The Directive Principles of State Policy are
some certain policies that the government should

adopt. They are certain rights that individuals
should enjoy apart from the Fundamental Rights.
The governments from time to time tried to give
effect to some Directive Principles of State
Policy.
They passed several zamindari abolition bills,
nationalised banks, enacted numerous factory
laws, fixed minimum wages, cottage and small
industries were promoted and provisions for
reservation for the uplift of the scheduled castes
and scheduled tribes were made. Such efforts to
give effect to the Directive Principles include the
right to education, formation of panchayati raj
institutions all over the country, partial right to
work under employment guarantee programme
and the mid-day meal scheme etc.
Under the writ Certiorari, the Supreme Court
orders a lower court or another authority to
transfer a matter pending before it to the higher
authority or court.
Source) Indian Constitution at work; page
number 43
Q.71) Consider the following statements
regarding electoral bonds:
1. It is a type of promissory note that can be
bought by any foreign company incorporated
in India.
2. It will not bear the name of the donor.
3. These bonds would be issued to only
recognized national party.
Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 2 only
d) 1, 2 and 3
Ans) a
Exp) Statement 1 is correct. An electoral bond
is like a promissory note that can be bought by
any Indian citizen or company incorporated in
India from select branches of State Bank of India.
The citizen or corporate (including a foreign
company incorporated in India) can then donate
the same to any eligible political party of his/her

choice. The bonds are similar to bank notes that
are payable to the bearer on demand and are free
of interest. The bonds can be purchased digitally
or through cheque.
The bonds will be issued in multiples of Rs 1,000,
Rs 10,000, Rs 100,000 and Rs 1 crore (the range
of a bond is between Rs 1,000 to Rs 1 crore).
These will be available at some branches of SBI.
A donor with a KYC-compliant account can
purchase the bonds and can then donate them to
the party . Now, the receiver can encash the bonds
through the party's verified account. The electoral
bond will be valid only for fifteen days.
Statement 2 is correct. The electoral bonds will
not bear the name of the donor. Thus, the political
party might not be aware of the donor's identity.
Statement 3 is incorrect. Any party that is
registered under section 29A of the
Representation of the People Act, 1951 (43 of
1951) and has secured at least one per cent of
the votes polled in the most recent General
elections or Assembly elections is eligible to
receive electoral bonds. The party will be allotted
a verified account by the Election Commission of
India (ECI) and the electoral bond transactions
can be made only through this account.

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/elec
toral-bonds-law-ministry-cec-objected-to-1vote-share-requirement/article30019731.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/theopacity-around-electoralbonds/article30054174.ece

Q.72) Recently the term “Arokoth” was seen in
the news, It is a
a) Trans-Neptunian object located in the Kuiper
belt.
b) New Missile Defence System developed by
India and Russia.
c) Invasive agricultural pest.
d) Typhoid conjugate vaccine recommended by
the World Health Organisation.
Ans) a
Exp) Ultima Thule, the farthest cosmic body
ever visited by a spacecraft, has been renamed
Arrokoth, or “sky”. Both Arrokoth (recently
visited by NASA's New Horizons mission) and
Pluto are in the Kuiper Belt (a donut-shaped
region of icy bodies beyond the orbit of Neptune).
There may be millions of these icy objects,
collectively referred to as Kuiper Belt objects
(KBOs) or trans-Neptunian objects (TNOs), in
this distant region of our solar system.
The new official name, was chosen by the New
Horizons team and ratified by the International
Astronomical Union.
Arrokoth is an example of a “cold classical
object” which has remained undisturbed since the
solar system formed some 4.5 billion years ago.
Source)https://www.thehindu.com/scitech/science/after-nazi-link-backlash-nasarenames-faraway-ice-world-ultima-thule-toarrokoth/article29958069.ece
https://solarsystem.nasa.gov/solarsystem/kuiper-belt/overview/

Source)
https://www.businessstandard.com/about/what-is-electoral-bond

Q.73) In context of ICEDASH initiative recently
seen in the news, consider the following
statements:
1. It is a global initiative that strengthens
climate resilience for vulnerable countries
and people.
2. It will help in the implementation of the Paris
Agreement and the Sendai Framework for
Disaster Risk Reduction.
Which of the statements given above is/are
incorrect?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans) c
Exp) Both statements are incorrect.
ICEDASH is an Ease of Doing Business (EoDB)
monitoring dashboard of the Indian Customs
helping public see the daily Customs clearance
times of import cargo at various ports and
airports. With ICEDASH, Indian Customs has
taken a lead globally to provide an effective tool
that helps businesses compare clearance times
across ports and plan their logistics accordingly.
This dashboard has been developed by CBIC in
collaboration with NIC. ICEDASH can be
accessed through the CBIC website.
Source)
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/economy
/cbic-moves-to-paperlesstransactions/article26474662.ece
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID
=1590282
Q.74) In context of Inner Line Permit (ILP)
System recently seen in the news, consider the
following statements:
1. It is a document that allows an Indian citizen
to visit or stay in a state that is protected
under the ILP system.

2. The ILP system traces its origin from the
Assam Accord.
Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans) a
Exp) Statement 1 is correct. Inner Line Permit
is a document that allows an Indian citizen to visit
or stay in a state that is protected under the ILP
system
Statement 2 is incorrect. The concept of ILP
comes from the colonial area. Under the
Bengal Eastern Frontier Regulation Act, 1873,
the British framed regulations restricting the
entry and regulating the stay of outsiders in
designated areas. This was to protect the Crown’s
own commercial interests by preventing “British
subjects” (Indians) from trading within these
regions. In 1950, the Indian government replaced
“British subjects” with “Citizen of India”. This
was to address local concerns about protecting
the interests of the indigenous people from
outsiders belonging to other Indian states.
An ILP is issued by the state government
concerned. It can be obtained after applying
either online or physically. It states the dates of
travel and also specifies the particular areas in the
state which the ILP holder can travel.
Source)
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/what
-is-inner-line-permit-and-will-it-address-northeast-states-concerns-over-cab-6145508/
Q.75) Consider the following statements:
1. India has the highest number of living
indigenous languages in the world.
2. Indian Constitution has specified official
language for the Union and the States.
Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?
a) 1 only

b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans) d
Exp) Statement 1 is incorrect. The Pacific
island nation of Papua New Guinea has the
highest number of 'living' indigenous languages
in the world (840), while India stands fourth with
453.
Part XVII of the Constitution deals with the
official language in Articles 343 to 351. The
Constitution contains the following provisions in
respect of the official language of the Union.
1. Hindi written in Devanagari script is to be
the official language of the Union. But, the
form of numerals to be used for the official
purposes of the Union has to be the
international form of Indian numerals and not
the Devanagari form of numerals.
2. However, for a period of fifteen years from
the commencement of the Constitution (i.e.,
from 1950 to 1965), the English language
would continue to be used for all the official
purposes of the Union for which it was being
used before 1950.
The Constitution does not specify the official
language of different states. In this regard, it
makes the following provisions:
The legislature of a state may adopt any one or
more of the languages in use in the state or
Hindi as the official language of that state.
Until that is done, English is to continue as
official language of that state. Under this
provision, most of the states have adopted the
major regional language as their official
language. For example, Andhra Pradesh has
adopted Telugu, Kerala—Malayalam, Assam—
Assamese, West Bengal—Bengali, Odisha—
Odia. The nine northern states of Himachal

Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Madhya
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Bihar, Jharkhand,
Haryana and Rajasthan have adopted Hindi.
Gujarat has adopted Hindi in addition to Gujarati.
Similarly, Goa has adopted Marathi in addition to
Konkani. Jammu and Kashmir has adopted Urdu
(and not Kashmiri). On the other hand, certain
north-eastern States like Meghalaya, Arunachal
Pradesh and Nagaland have adopted English.
Notably, the choice of the state is not limited to
the languages enumerated in the Eighth Schedule
of the Constitution.
Hence, statement 2 is incorrect.
Source)
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/6-ofthe-worlds-languages-are-spoken-inindia/article28851168.ece & Indian Polity by M
Laxmikant; Chapter – 61 : Official Language.
Q.76) Consider the following pairs:
Regions
Country
1. Bougainville
France
2. Idlib
Syria
3. Abqaiq
Iraq
Select the correct pair(s) from the code given
below
a) 1 and 3 only
b) 2 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3
Ans) b
Exp) Option 1 is incorrect. Recently The South
Pacific region of Bougainville voted
overwhelmingly to become the world’s newest
nation by gaining independence from Papua New
Guinea.The referendum is nonbinding, and
independence would then need to be negotiated
between leaders from Bougainville and Papua
New Guinea. The final say would then go to
lawmakers in the Papua New Guinea Parliament.
The process of becoming a separate nation could
take years to achieve.
Option 2 is correct. Idlib region is in Syria

Option 3 is incorrect. Abqaiq is in Saudi Arabia
Source)
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international
/worlds-newest-nation-bougainville-votes-forindependence-from-papua-newguinea/article30275124.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international
/air-strikes-kill-17-in-rebel-held-northwestsyria-rescuers/article30335555.ece
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/
world/saudi-arabia-says-fires-at-aramcosites-under-control-after-droneattacks/article29415188.ece
Q.77) Which of the following statements best
describes the term RIIN, sometimes seen in the
news?
a) It is the new law of Meghalaya which allows
conditional entry of visitors to enter in the
state.
b) It is a process of breaking larger questions
about policy interventions into smaller, easier
to test studies.
c) It is the register of indigenous inhabitants of
the state of Nagaland.
d) It is the new species of frog discovered in
Arunachal Pradesh.
Ans) c
Exp) RIIN. It is the Register of Indigenous
Inhabitants of Nagaland (RIIN) in the state of
Nagaland.
The RIIN list will be based on “an extensive
survey”. It will involve official records of
indigenous residents from rural and (urban)
wards and would be prepared under the
supervision of the district administration.
Source)
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/otherstates/nagas-from-outside-not-indigenous-tonagaland-says-former-cmjamir/article29812921.ece

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/assa
m-nrc-nagaland-register-of-indigenousinhabitants-5809576/
Q.78) In context of Climate Ambition Alliance
recently seen in the news, consider the following
statements:
1. It is part of the Global Regional Seas
Programme established under the auspices of
United Nation.
2. All member countries of the United Nation
are members of this alliance.
Which of the statements given above is/are
incorrect?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans) c
Exp) Statement 1 is incorrect. The South Asian
Seas Programme (SASP) is a regional agreement
– formally adopted in 1995, among the five
maritime countries of South Asia sharing the
Indian Ocean i.e Bangladesh, India, Maldives,
Pakistan and Sri Lanka. SASP is part of the
global Regional Seas Programme established
under the auspices of UN Environment. It aims
to protect and manage the marine environment
and related coastal ecosystems of the region in an
environmentally sound and sustainable manner.
Chile launched the ‘Climate Ambition
Alliance’ which aims to accelerate the
transformation needed to meet the goals of the
Paris Agreement on climate change and stabilize
the global average temperature rise at 1.5°C
above pre industrial levels.
Statement 2 is incorrect. The Alliance brings
together 59 nations ramping up action by
submitting their enhanced Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDCs) by 2020, an additional 11
States that have already started an internal
process to increase ambition, as well as 65
countries and the EU, ten regions, 102 cities, 93
businesses and 12 investors – all working towards

achieving net zero carbon dioxide (CO2)
emissions by 2050. Chile has asked other nations,
regions, cities, businesses and investors to join
the Climate Ambition Alliance.
Source) https://sdg.iisd.org/news/chile-launchesclimate-ambition-alliance/
https://cleantechnica.com/2019/11/25/climateambition-alliance-to-be-center-stage-atdecembers-cop25/
Q.79) With reference to the Intermediate-Range
Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty, consider the
following statements:
1. Only nuclear ground-launched missiles with
ranges between 500 and 5,500 kms were
covered under it.
2. The USA and Russia were the only members
of this treaty.
Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans) b
Exp) Statement 1 is incorrect. The 1987
Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty
required the United States and the Soviet Union
to eliminate and permanently forswear all of their
nuclear and conventional ground-launched
ballistic and cruise missiles with ranges of 500
to 5,500 kilometers.
Statement 2 is correct. It was a bilateral
agreement between the USA and Russia (then
Soviet Union).
Source) https://www.cfr.org/in-brief/what-inftreatys-collapse-means-nuclear-proliferation
Relevance) This treaty has collapsed recently.
Q.80) Which of the following is/are
application(s) of the Cartosat series of satellites?
1. Television connections even during clouds

2. Faster internet speed on the move
3. Infrastructure planning
4. Cartographic activities
5. Water distribution
Select the correct answer using the code given
below.
a) 1, 2, and 4
b) 3, 4 and 5
c) 3 and 5 only
d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5
Ans) b
Exp) Cartosat series of satellites are earthobservation or remote sensing satellites. They
have military as well as civilian applications.
According to the ISRO, “The imageries from
[Cartosat series] satellites are useful for
cartographic applications, urban and rural
applications, infrastructure planning, coastal land
use and regulation, utility management such as
monitoring road networks, water grids or
distribution, creation of land use maps, among
others.”
Source)
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/26hour-countdown-begins-for-cartosat-3launch/article30084342.ece
&
https://www.isro.gov.in/Spacecraft/cartosat-3
Relevance) India recently launched Cartosat-3
satellite.
Q.81) ‘The Global Climate Risk Index’ is
released by which one of the following?
a) UN Environment Programme
b) World Economic Forum
c) Germanwatch
d) Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
Ans) c
Exp) The Global Climate Change Index is
released by an environmental think-tank
Germanwatch. According to the Global Climate
Change Index, 2020 the five most affected

countries – Japan,
Madagascar, India.

Germany,

“government-backed” phishing attempts against
them.

Climate Change Performance Index is also
released by Germanwatch. It is a non-profit, nongovernmental organization based in Bonn,
Germany.

Q.83) With reference to the famous Sattriya
Dance, consider the following statements:
1. It was introduced in the 8th century A.D. by
the great Vaishnava saint and reformer of
Assam, Adi Shankaracharya.
2. It is performed during the prayer of mother
Goddess Kamakhya.
3. Some elements of the Assamese folk dances
can be found in Sattriya dance.
Which of the statements given above is/are
incorrect?
a) 1 only
b) 1 and 2 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Philippines,

Source)
https://www.germanwatch.org/en/17307 &
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/cli
mate-related-disasters-on-theuptick/article30169660.ece
Relevance) As per the Index 2020, even for high
income countries the climate risk is increasing
worldwide.
Q.82) The word ‘Phishing’ is sometimes
mentioned in the media in reference to
a) Fishing of large whales
b) Luring of voters during elections
c) A method of online identity theft
d) Fizzling out of satellite launch vehicles
Ans) c
Exp) Phishing attacks are the practice of sending
fraudulent communications that appear to come
from a reputable source. It is usually done
through email. The goal is to steal sensitive data
like credit card and login information, or to install
malware on the victim’s machine.
Source)
https://www.cisco.com/c/en_in/products/security
/email-security/what-is-phishing.html
&
https://www.thehindu.com/scitech/technology/internet/google-says-it-warned500-users-in-india-of-government-backedphishing-attacks/article30105083.ece
Relevance) Google sent out over 12,000 warning
to users globally, including about 500 in India,
during the three month period from July to
September this year, alerting them on

Ans) b
Exp) Statement 1 is incorrect. The Sattriya
dance form was introduced in the 15th century
A.D by the great Vaishnava saint and reformer
of Assam, Mahapurusha Sankaradeva as a
powerful medium for propagation of the
Vaishnava faith. The dance form evolved and
expanded as a distinctive style of dance later on.
This neo-Vaishnava treasure of Assamese dance
and drama has been, for centuries, nurtured and
preserved with great commitment by the Sattras
i.e. Vaishnava maths or monasteries. Because
of its religious character and association with the
Sattras, this dance style has been aptly named
Sattriya.
Adi Shankaracharya or Shankara was born in
Kerala in the eighth century. He was an
advocate of Advaita or the doctrine of the oneness
of the individual soul and the Supreme God. He
considered the world around us to be an illusion
or maya and preached renunciation of the world
and adoption of the path of knowledge to
understand the true nature of Brahman and attain
salvation.

Statement 2 is incorrect. The Kamakhya temple
in Assam is devoted to mother Goddess
Kamakhya. It is one of the oldest of the 51 Shakti
Pithas. Whereas the Sattriya dance is performed
in the devotion of Lord Vishnu.
Statement 3 is correct. Sankaradeva introduced
this dance form by incorporating different
elements from various treatises, local folk
dances with his own rare outlook. There were
two dance forms prevalent in Assam before the
neo-Vaishnava movement such as Ojapali and
Devadasi with many classical elements. Two
varieties of Ojapali dances are still prevalent in
Assam i.e. Sukananni or Maroi Goa Ojah and
Vyah Goa Ojah. Other visible influences on
Sattriya dance are those from Assamese folk
dances namely Bihu, Bodos etc. Many hand
gestures and rhythmic syllables are strikingly
similar in these dance forms.
Source) http://ccrtindia.gov.in/sattriya.php
Relevance) Dr. Sunil Kothari was recently
bestowed the prestigious Madhabdev Award by
the Government of Assam for his work in making
Sattriya popular in India and abroad.
Q.84) With reference to the Harmonized System
(HS) code, consider the following statements:
1. It is a six-digit identification code used to
harmonise customs and trade procedures.
2. Each product traded by a country is assigned
a unique separate HS code.
3. It has been developed by the World Trade
Organization.
Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 1 and 2 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3
Ans) a
Exp) Statement 1 is correct but statement 3 is
incorrect. The Harmonised System, or simply

‘HS’, is a six-digit identification code developed
by the World Customs Organization (WCO).
Called the “universal economic language” for
goods, it is a multipurpose international product
nomenclature. Over 200 countries use the system
as a basis for their customs tariffs, gathering
international trade statistics, making trade
policies, and for monitoring goods. The system
helps in harmonising of customs and trade
procedures,
thus
reducing
costs
in
international trade.
Statement 2 is incorrect. The Ministry of
Commerce and Industry allocated a separate
Harmonised System (HS) code for Khadi
recently. It means not every product traded
among countries is accorded a unique separate
HS code. There can be a group of products having
a single HS code. For example, till now Khadi
was treated as a normal fabric under the textile
head.
Source)
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/expla
ined-khadi-gets-hs-code-but-what-does-thatmean-6113268/ &
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/topics/nomenclature
/overview/what-is-the-harmonized-system.aspx
Relevance) Recently, the Ministry of Commerce
and Industry allocated a separate Harmonised
System (HS) code for Khadi.
Q.85) Consider the following statements
regarding Atlantic Meridional Overturning
Circulation (AMOC) recently seen in news:
1. It aids in distributing heat and energy around
the earth, as the warm water it carries releases
heat into the atmosphere
2. It aids in absorbing and storing atmospheric
carbon.
Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only

c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans) c
Exp)
Both Statement 1 and 2 are correct: Atlantic
meridional overturning circulation (AMOC) —
which is sometimes referred to as the “Atlantic
conveyor belt” — is one of the Earth’s largest
water circulation systems where ocean currents
move warm, salty water from the tropics to
regions further north, such as western Europe and
sends colder water south.
It aids in distributing heat and energy around the
earth, as the warm water it carries releases heat
into the atmosphere, and in absorbing and storing
atmospheric carbon.
Source)
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/climatechange/rising-temperatures-in-indian-ocean-canboost-atlantic-s-ocean-currents-study-66769
https://www.thehindu.com/scitech/science/ocean-mixing-that-drives-climatefound-in-surprise-spot/article26155892.ece
Q.86) Which of the following best describes the
term “Sycamore” recently seen in news
a) It is a new unit proposed by the International
Astronomical Union to measure distant
object in space
b) It is a quantum computer developed by
Google.
c) It is a program of United Nation to increase
the penetration of internet in African
countries.
d) It is a program of the World Health
Organisation to reduce the prevalence of
infectious disease in African countries

Ans) b
Exp) Quantum supremacy refers to quantum
computers being able to solve a problem that a
classical computer cannot. In the research paper,
Google used a 53-qubit processor to generate a
sequence of millions of numbers. Though these
numbers appeared randomly generated, they
conform to an algorithm generated by Google. A
classical supercomputer checked some of these
values and they were correct. Google’s quantum
computer,
named
Sycamore,
claimed
‘supremacy’ because it reportedly did the task
in 200 seconds that would have apparently taken
a supercomputer 10,000 years to complete.
Source)
https://www.thehindu.com/scitech/technology/what-is-quantumsupremacy/article29543857.ece
Q.87) Which of the following has recently
released “state of the world children” report
a) World Economic forum
b) UNICEF
c) International Food Policy Research Institute
(IFPRI)
d) Food and agriculture organisation (FAO)
Ans) b
Exp) In its report, The State of the World’s
Children 2019, UNICEF said that every second
child in that age group is affected by some form
of malnutrition.
Source)
https://www.thehindu.com/scitech/health/malnutrition-behind-69-deathsamong-children-below-5-in-india-unicefreport/article29708388.ece
Q.88) “Cape Town Agreement” recently seen in
the news is related to which of the following
a) To have cooperation in exploration of
polymetallic nodules from the deep sea.

b) To combat the smuggling of diamonds from
Africa
c) To combat illegal, unregulated and
unreported fishing
d) To combat the menace of rhino killing in
Africa
Ans) c
Exp) India, ranked third in fisheries, is yet to
ratify a global regulatory regime adopted by the
International Maritime Organization (IMO) for
safety of fishing vessels. The Cape Town
Agreement was adopted by the IMO in 2012 to
help combat illegal, unregulated and unreported
(IUU) fishing.
Source)
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/economy
/india-yet-to-ratify-a-global-safety-regime-forfishing-vessels/article29769736.ece
Q.89) What is/are unique about Kodavas, a
martial community of India?
1. They reside in the State of Tripura.
2. They are the only community in the country
who are exempted from obtaining arm
licenses.
3. Kaveri Sankramana is a festival celebrated by
this community.
Which of the statements given above is/are
incorrect?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 1 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 3 only
Ans) b
Exp) Statement 1 is incorrect. Kodavas are a
unique race of people who live in Kodagu
(Coorg, as the British called it), the smallest
district in Karnataka. Very little is known about
the origin of this community of warriors who
have lived on the slopes of the Western Ghats of
South India from time immemorial. This landowning community known for its martial

traditions, has a distinct culture that is strikingly
different from that of the neighbouring cultures.
The Centre continued the exemption given to
Kodavas of Coorg from obtaining a licence for
firearms such as pistols, revolvers and doublebarrelled shotguns. The exemption has been
given for a tenure of 10 years, till 2029. The
Kodavas are the only community in the
country who are exempted from obtaining
arm licenses. Hence, statement 2 is correct.
Statement 3 is correct. The main festivals of the
community include Puttari and Kaveri
Sankramana. Puttari is a festival related to rice
harvest, the entire family gets together to
celebrate the festival. Kaveri Sankramana
means worship of the River Kaveri, for this
festival, thousands of devotees gather and take a
dip in the holy water.
Source)
https://www.deccanherald.com/national/govtcontinue-exemption-given-to-kodavas-for-arms772175.html &
https://www.karnataka.com/coorg/kodavas/ &
https://www.deccanherald.com/content/596743/
are-kodavas-belong-unique-race.html

Q.90) Which of the following statements is not
correct regarding Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana
Yojana (PMMVY) recently seen in the news?
a) It is available only for the first living child of
the mother.
b) It is central sector scheme implemented by
the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare.
c) The objective of the scheme is to compensate
women for wage loss due to childbirth.
d) The maternity scheme is not available to
permanent employees of central and state
government.
Ans) b
Exp)

Option a is correct. The scheme is solely for the
first living child.
Option b is incorrect. The Ministry of Women
and Child Development is implementing
Centrally Sponsored Pradhan Mantri Matru
Vandana Yojana (PMKVY) under which
maternity benefit of ₹ 5,000/- is provided in three
installments to eligible Pregnant Women and
Lactating Mother (PW&LM) during the period of
pregnancy and lactation. The eligible beneficiary
also receives the remaining cash incentive as per
approved norms towards maternity benefit under
Janani Suraksha Yojana (JSY) after institutional
delivery so that on an average, a woman gets ₹
6,000.
Option c is correct. The Scheme provides cash
incentives to pregnant and lactating women
● For the wage loss so that the woman can take
adequate rest before and after delivery
● To improve her health and nutrition during
the period of pregnancy and lactation
● To breastfeed the child during the first six
months of the birth, which is very vital for the
development of the child.
Option d is correct. The maternity benefits
under Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana
(PMMVY) are available to all Pregnant Women
and Lactating Mother (PW&LM), except those
who are in regular employment with the Central
Government or State Government or Public
Sector Undertaking or those who are in receipt of
similar benefits under any law for the time being
in force, for first living child in all parts of the
country, including Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu.
Source)
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/othe
r-states/maternity-scheme-exclusionary-needbenefits-for-all/article30314030.ece
https://pib.gov.in/Pressreleaseshare.aspx?PRI
D=1595251
https://wcd.nic.in/sites/default/files/FINAL%
20PMMVY%20%28FAQ%29%20BOOKEL
T.pdf

https://pib.gov.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?r
elid=191984
Q.91) Which of the following is/are a mode of
transmission of Dengue virus from one person to
another?
1. Aedes mosquito
2. Anopheles mosquito
3. Sexual relations
Select the correct answer using the code given
below.
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 2 and 3 only
Ans) c
Exp) Dengue is a mosquito-borne viral infection
causing a severe flu-like illness and, sometimes
causing a potentially lethal complication called
severe dengue. The incidence of dengue has
increased 30-fold over the last 50 years. Up to 50100 million infections are now estimated to occur
annually in over 100 endemic countries, putting
almost half of the world’s population at risk. The
Aedes aegypti mosquito is the main vector that
transmits the viruses that cause dengue. The
viruses are passed on to humans through the bite
of an infective female Aedes mosquito, which
mainly acquires the virus while feeding on the
blood of an infected person.
Spanish health authorities have confirmed a case
of a man spreading dengue through sex, a
world first for a virus which until recently was
thought to be transmitted only by mosquitos.
Hence, options 1 and 3 are correct.
Anopheles mosquitoes are responsible for the
transmission of Malaria. Hence, option 2 is
incorrect.
Source)
https://www.who.int/denguecontrol/disease/en/
&

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2019/11/08/fi
rst-sexually-transmitted-dengue-case-confirmedspain/

Relevance) First sexually transmitted dengue
case has been confirmed in Spain.

Q.92) Which of the following pairs is/are
correctly matched?
Spacecraft
Purpose
1. Parker : First spacecraft to explore Pluto
2. Chang’e 4 :
First soft landing on the
far side of the Moon
3. Dawn: First spacecraft to orbit a dwarf
planet
Select the correct answer using the codes given
below.
a) 1 only
b) 1 and 3 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3
Ans) c
Exp) Pair 1 is not correctly matched. Parker
is Solar probe launched by NASA. It has
recently sent back first observations from its
close encounter with the Sun.
Pair 2 is correctly matched. Chang’e 4 is the
fourth mission in the Chang’e series of Moon
missions launched by Chinese Space Agency CNSA. It achieved the first soft landing on
the far side of the Moon on January 3, 2019.
Pair 3 is correctly matched. Dawn was a
NASA mission that operated between 2007 and
2018, breaking several records along the way.
When it entered orbit around the asteroid
Vesta, it became the first spacecraft to orbit
an asteroid in the zone where most solar
system asteroids reside, the main belt, between
Mars and Jupiter. After leaving Vesta, the
satellite journeyed on to the dwarf planet
Ceres, becoming the first spacecraft to visit

and then orbit a dwarf planet and the first
spacecraft to orbit two extra-terrestrial targets.
Source) http://parkersolarprobe.jhuapl.edu/ &
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/science/
2019/01/china-change-4-historic-landingmoon-far-side-explained/ &
https://solarsystem.nasa.gov/missions/dawn/o
verview/
Relevance) NASA's Parker Solar Probe -which has flown closer to the Sun than any
spacecraft ever -- has beamed back the first
observations from its close encounter with the
Sun.
Q.93) Consider the following statements
regarding Merchant Discount Rate sometimes
seen in news:
1. It is the maximum discount that an Ecommerce platform can provide to a
customer on a particular product.
2. It applies only on the marketplace based ecommerce platforms.
Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans) d
Exp) Statement 1 is incorrect. MDR is the
cost paid by a merchant to a bank for
accepting payment from their customers via
digital means. The merchant discount rate is
expressed in percentage of the transaction
amount. It is also applicable for online
transactions and QR-based transactions. The
amount that the merchant pays for every
transaction gets distributed among three
stakeholders--the bank that enables the
transaction, vendor that installs the point of
sale (PoS) machine and the card network
provider such as Visa, MasterCard, RuPay.
Statement 2 is incorrect. All the merchants
have to pay a certain percentage of the
transaction to the service providers (online

transaction). Therefore, both inventory based
and marketplace based E- commerce
platforms are required to pay MDR.
Market Model: It is merely an online platform
connecting buyers and sellers and has no
inventory of its own. Inventory Model: The
marketplace owners owns the products and also
manages the complete end-to-end sales process.
Source)
https://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/
mdr-reimbursement-pending-frombanks/article25061892.ece
&
https://www.livemint.com/news/india/nomdr-charges-on-transactions-via-rupay-upifrom-january-nirmala-sitharaman11577522520944.html
Relevance)
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said that from 1 January, 2020,
businesses with an annual turnover of more
than ₹50 crore will have to offer low cost
digital payment options to customers and
Merchant Discount Rate (MDR) will not be
levied on either customers or merchants.
Q.94) Consider the following:
1. Diclofenac
2. Malathion
3. Nostoc
Which of the above is/are a pesticide used
recently in Gujrat to control locust swarms?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1 and 3 only
Ans) b
Exp) Diclofenac is an anti-inflammatory drug
used to treat pain and inflammatory diseases.
The Government of India banned “Diclofenac
and its formulations for veterinary use” in July
2008 with a view to conserving vultures and,
in July 2015, allowed the use of the drug as a
single-dose injection for humans only.
Malathion is a pesticide that is used to kill
insects on agricultural crops, stored products,

on golf courses, in home gardens, and in
outdoor sites where trees and shrubs are grown
at home; it is also used to kill mosquitoes and
Mediterranean fruit flies (medflies) in large
outdoor areas. Additionally, malathion is used
to kill fleas on pets and to treat head lice on
humans.
Nostoc is a bacterium which is recognised as a
nitrogen-fixing bacteria. It does not form a
symbiotic relationship with any plant but lives
freely in soil.
Source)
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/ex
plained-the-locust-attack-in-gujarats-farmswhy-and-when-do-swarms-strike-6186099/ &
http://npic.orst.edu/factsheets/malagen.html &
https://www.britannica.com/science/nitrogenfixing-bacteria
Relevance) Thousands of hectares of field is
currently under attack from locust swarms in
Gujarat.
Q.95) With reference to the Good Governance
Index (GGI), consider the following
statements:
1. It is released by NITI Aayog.
2. Uttar Pradesh is at the bottom of the list in
Big States category.
3. It ranks the states on the basis of their
performance in 10 sectors.
Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 3 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3
Ans) b
Exp) The government celebrates December 25
as Good Governance Day to mark the birthday
of former Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee. The Good Governance Index(GGI)
was released recently.
The rankings were launched by the
Department of Administrative Reforms and

Public Grievances and the Centre for Good
Governance. A government statement said the
index is a uniform tool to assess the status of
governance and the impact of various
interventions by state governments and Union
Territories. Hence, statement 1 is incorrect.
Tamil Nadu has topped the Good
Governance Index released by the Centre,
followed
by
Maharashtra,
Karnataka,
Chhattisgarh and Andhra Pradesh. Odisha,
Bihar, Goa, and Uttar Pradesh did not fare well
in the Big States category and Jharkhand
was at the bottom of the list. Hence,
statement 2 is incorrect.

indicators with different weightage, namely:
Growth rate of agriculture and allied sector (0.4),
growth rate of food grains production (0.1),
growth rate of horticulture produce (0.1), growth
rate of milk production (0.1), growth rate of meat
production (0.1) and crop insurance (0.2).
The states and UTs are divided into three
groups:
a). Big States,
b). North-East & Hill States and
c). UTs.
The states and UTs are ranked on all indicators
separately, at the same time composite ranking
is also calculated for these states and UTs
under their respective groups based upon these
indicators.
Source)
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/goodgovernance-index-tamil-nadu-tops-amongbig-states-puducherry-best-governed-ut6186506/
&
https://pib.gov.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?r
elid=196119

Statement 3 is correct. The GGI takes into
consideration ten sectors:
1). Agriculture and Allied Sectors,
2). Commerce & Industries,
3). Human Resource Development,
4). Public Health,
5). Public Infrastructure & Utilities,
6). Economic Governance,
7). Social Welfare & Development,
8). Judicial & Public Security,
9). Environment
10). Citizen-Centric Governance.
These ten Governance Sectors are measured on
total 50 indicators. Difference indicators are
given different weightage under one Governance
Sector to calculate the value. E.g. Under
Agriculture & Allied Sector, there are 6

Relevance) Good Governance Index (GGI)
was launched recently.
Q.96) With reference to Bharat Stage norms,
consider the following statements:
1. No BS-IV vehicle can be operated after 1
April, 2020.
2. Currently BS-VI fuel is available at all
Petrol pumps in India.
3. The BS-VI norms include the provision for
limiting particulate matter emission.
Which of the statements given above is/are
incorrect?
a) 1 only
b) 1 and 2 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3 only
Ans) b
Exp) Bharat Stage Emission Standards are
emission regulations implemented by the

government to keep a check on emissions from
motor vehicles. Introduced first in 2000, the
current BS-IV norms were enforced in 2017,
after BS-II and BS-III norms, which were
enforced in 2005 and 2010 respectively. BS-V
has been skipped in order to have a more
stringent standard to curb pollution levels,
apart from the gap between the enforcement of
different emission standards also dwindling.

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industr
y/auto/auto-news/bs-vi-fuel-will-be-availablein-country-from-april-1-next-year-prakashjavadekar/articleshow/71489917.cms?from=m
dr
&
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/econo
my/uncertainty-over-bs-vi-fuel-availability-isa-worry-for-commercial-vehiclesector/article29794784.ece

BS VI or Bharat Stage VI is the new emission
standard that all vehicles in the country will
have to adhere to from April 1, 2020. The
sale of BS-IV vehicles will also cease from
this day. The Supreme Court had ruled that no
BS-IV vehicle would be sold with effect from
April 1, 2020.

Relevance) From 1 April, 2020 only BS-VI
compliant vehicles could be sold in India.

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
clarified in a press conference that BS-IV
vehicles purchased up to March 2020, will
remain operational for the entire duration of
their registration, putting to rest doubts about
the viability of BS-IV vehicles post the
deadline. Hence, statement 1 is incorrect.
Statement 2 is incorrect. Union Minister
Prakash Javadekar on October 24, 2019, said
that the Bharat Stage (BS) VI fuel will be made
available in the country from April 1 next year
(2020).
Statement 3 is correct. BS-VI compliant
petrol cars are required to emit no more than
60mg/km of NOx (Nitrogen Oxides)
emissions, versus the cap of 80mg/km for BSIV vehicles. The particulate matter (PM)
limit has been capped at 4.5mg/km for
petrol engines that use direct injection. As
for diesel cars, NOx emissions have to be
reduced from 250mg/km to 80mg/km,
HC+NOx emissions from 300mg/km to
170mg/km, and PM emissions from 25mg/km
to 4.5mg/km.
Source)
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/compa
nies/what-bs-6-means-for-autobuyers/article29633593.ece
&

Q.97) In context of the Indian Constitution,
consider the following statements:
1. Fundamental Rights are meant for promoting
the ideal of political democracy.
2. All the rights given and protected by the
constitution of India are covered under the
ambit of Fundamental Rights.
3. Right to Constitutional remedy cannot be
suspended during the proclamation of
National Emergency.
Which of the statements given above is/are
incorrect?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) All of the above
Ans) b
Exp) Statement 1 is correct. The Fundamental
Rights are meant for promoting the ideal of
political democracy. They prevent the
establishment of an authoritarian and despotic
rule in the country, and protect the liberties and
freedoms of the people against the invasion by the
State.
Statement 2 is incorrect. The rights which are
mentioned under part III of the Constitution of
India are under the ambit of Fundamental Rights.
Statement 3 is incorrect. Article 359 authorises
the president to suspend the right to move any
court for the enforcement of Fundamental Rights
during a National Emergency. This means that
under Article 359, the Fundamental Rights as

such are not suspended, but only their
enforcement. The said rights are theoretically
alive but the right to seek remedy is suspended.
After 44th Amendment all fundamental rights
except 20 and 21 can be suspended by President.

confer power on the Supreme Court as Article
226 does on a high court to issue writs for the
enforcement of fundamental rights or other rights
as part of its general jurisdiction.
Source) Page 190 of Laxmikanth

Source)
Page 155, Laxmikanth 5th edition (chapter
Fundamental Rights)
Q.98) In context of Fundamental Rights
enshrined under part III of the constitution of
India, consider the following statements:
1. The writ jurisdiction of the High Court is
narrower than that of Supreme Court.
2. A High Court may not refuse to exercise its
writ jurisdiction if the cause of action arises
within its territory.
Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans) d
Statement 1 is incorrect. The Supreme Court
can issue writs only for the enforcement of
fundamental rights whereas a high court can issue
writs not only for the enforcement of
Fundamental Rights but also for any other
purpose. The expression ‘for any other purpose’
refers to the enforcement of an ordinary legal
right. Thus, the writ jurisdiction of the
Supreme Court, in this respect, is narrower
than that of high court. However in case of
Fundamental Rights both Supreme and High
Court have equal jurisdiction.
Statement 2 is incorrect. A remedy under
Article 32 is in itself a Fundamental Right and
hence, the Supreme Court may not refuse to
exercise its writ jurisdiction. On the other hand, a
remedy under Article 226 is discretionary and
hence, a high court may refuse to exercise its
writ jurisdiction. Article 32 does not merely

Q.99) Which of the following statements best
describes the concept of “Equality Before Law”?
1. The absence of any special privileges in
favour of any person.
2. No man is above the law of the land.
3. Equality of treatment under equal
circumstances in case of privileges conferred.
4. Like should be treated alike without any
discrimination.
Select the correct answer using the code given
below?
a) 1 and 3 only
b) 2 and 4 only
c) 1 and 2 only
d) 1, 3 and 4 only
Ans) c
Exp) Statement 1 and 2 are correct.
The concept of ‘equality before law’ is of British
origin while the concept of ‘equal protection of
laws’ has been taken from the American
Constitution. The first concept connotes:
● The absence of any special privileges in
favour of any person
● The equal subjection of all persons to the
ordinary law of the land administered by
ordinary law courts.
● No person (whether rich or poor, high or low,
official or non-official) is above the law.
Statement 3 and 4 are incorrect. The second
concept Equal Protection of the Laws, on the
other hand, connotes:
● The equality of treatment under equal
circumstances, both in the privileges
conferred and liabilities imposed by the
laws.

●
●

The similar application of the same laws to
all persons who are similarly situated.
The like should be treated alike without
any discrimination.

Source) Page 162 of Laxmikanth 5th edition
Q.100) In context of Cultural and Education
rights enumerated in part III of the Indian
Constitution, consider the following statements:
1. The word minority has not been defined in
the Constitution of India.
2. No person residing in any part of India
except minorities have the right to conserve
their distinct language and culture.
Which of the statements given above is/are
incorrect?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans) b
Exp) Statement 1 is correct. The term
‘minority’ has not been defined anywhere in the
Constitution.
Statement 2 is incorrect. Article 29 provides
that any section of the citizens residing in any
part of India having a distinct language, script
or culture of its own, shall have the right to
conserve the same. Article 29 grants protection
to both religious minorities as well as linguistic
minorities. However, the Supreme Court held that
the scope of this article is not necessarily
restricted to minorities only, as it is commonly
assumed to be. This is because of the use of the
words ‘section of citizens' in the Article that
includes minorities as well as the majority.
Source) Chapter 7 Fundamental Rights (Topic:
Cultural and Educational Rights), Page Number186, Laxmikanth (5th edition)
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